





THE OFFICI 








This index includes only the articles and columns of this issue. The index for volume 2 can be { 
in ihe November, 1984 issue. The index for volume 1 was in the November, 1982 issue. 


FROM THE FOG 


3 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: Where do we go from 


a eR Phe tnGn ee neces ied by Frank Morton 
The future after Chapter 11 . 
5 EICCIIONS ceri 5 ois ers en dee ok from the Board 
3 Information on the upcoming election and the nomination 
deadlines. | 
5 MoreonOCC ............. err eee by Gale Rhoades 


A brief, non legal discussion about many owners’ status under 


Chapter 11. | 
TIPS FOR TYROS 


12 Getting fo know you, getting to know all about you 


DNs a eink desi se tales hada that ye aie cate by Kate Jamerson 
What do you do after you take your new Osborne from the car- 
ton? | 
14 TXTSAVER .................. ..... by Claude Ostyn 
An Assembly language program to recover from a WordStar 
crash. 
20 Hacker’s Corner ..................... by L. Baum 


A tongue-in-check word puzzle. 


20 Three-piece Suit .............. by Mark Scaramella 
A look at what lawyers and programmers could give us. 


22 Report on Member Interest Survey ..by Bob Briggs 
A look at the results of one local interest survey. 

23 XMODEM File Transfer Protocol ..... by D. L. Covill 
What are the protocols, why we need them, and how they 


work. 


HELP 


25 or That’s Not a BUG, it’s a Feature by Bradley S. Albom 
More great hints, answers, and questions with some thoughts 








about OCC. 
__ REGULAR FEATURES 
2 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


16 CALENDAR 
45 FOG MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS — 
47 FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE 
VACATION TIME 

The following columns were omitted from this issue due to a lack of ma- 
terial. Please contribute some of your hard learned tricks, programs, ideas, 
flights of fancy, etc. This is the only payment sought by the authors of all the 
pieces found in these pages. By contributing, you save someone else time that 
can then be spent solving new problems. By hesitating, you force someone 
else to rediscover your solution. 


HARDWARE REVIEWS 
APPLICATION TOOLBOX 











27 MANYKEY ...... rr see eee by Eric Ruff 
A program to increase your selection of programmable func- 
tion keys. oe | 

29 REPORTMAKER ................ by Ron Forsysthe 


A graphics generator that works with WordStar. 
29 The completely intelligent keyboard ... by Andrew 


Gottlieb 
‘A review of SMARTKEY. 


SYSTEM NOTES 


32 More modifications for WordStar and the Epson by 

Jeff Lund | as 
Modify the printer controls and then modify the ~P menu as a 
reminder. | 

33 The Executive Parallel Cable .. by Mehmet Pamukcu 
The correct pinouts for the Executive IEEE port. 

34 A little bit of everything ........... by Tom Graves 
Notes of problems and solutions after THE upgrade. 


35 Squeezing Facility — SQ.COM, UNS@.COM, 


TYPES@.COM, PRINTSQ.COM ........... by Bob Van Cleef 
‘Awhole family of handy and space saving utilities. 

36 SMARTKEY — Patch ............... by lan J. Curl 
For those who bought SMARTKEY before the current version 
of SMARTKEY. 

38 Introduction .................04.. by Gale Rhoades 

A new column to accomodaie the growing interest. 

38 Copy “DELETED” records ..... by Mark Scaramella 
A trick for keeping track of those deleted records. 

39 Arrays in dBase Il? .............. by J. Blake Mason 


How to emulate arrays with dBase II. 
40 Lie to your report generator...dBase !i won’t mind 


Seca ee nk gaat aetil waren sah Batre dt dart Gk, bose g by L. Baum 
A trick for getting the information you want without learning 
dBASE programming. | 
41 . Procedures to transfer data between dBase II and 
SuperCale .......... 0.0, by Paul D. Bullock 


If you haven’t gotten the new SuperCalc2 with the SDI, this 
will make it possible to transfer your data. 


45 Executive Section Added.......... by Gale Rhoades 
The newest section of the library gets its first disk. 
SPEGIAL FE . 
42 An index to the Second Year of the FO¢ 
Warren Hamblet and Gale Rhoades 














JAN .by - 








ound later in this issue. An index of volume 3 will be 


The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a users’ group for all persons who use or are interested in portable computers. Membership is 
available to any interested party whether or not they currently own a computer. The FOGHORN is published monthly by the First Osborne Group for its 
members. A subscription providing bulk mail delivery to an address in the U.S. is included with membership in FOG for $24.00 per year. See chart 
below for the additional postage required for other locations. Address all inquiries to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. 


COPYRIGHT 1983 by the First Osborne Group (FOG) for the exclusive use and enjoyment 


of its members. Any reprint or reproduction must be approved, in writing, in advance, by FOG. 


President/ Founder ...............0...ee00 Frank Morton 
Corporate Treasurer............. Leo E. Grandi C.A.M. 
Executive Director...........0.... ee Gale P. Rhoades 


TESTO coos heen ales eaten Peedi: Fran Weber 


FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORM 





Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announce- 
ments, classified ads, etc., should be WordStar files, “D” 
mode (except for program listings), with NO PRINT COM- 
MANDS, and Hyphen-Help OFF. The submissions can be 
sent on diskette by mail (to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474), copied to a FOG diskette at a First FOG of 
Silicon Valley meeting, delivered (by arrangement) to a 
FOG officer, or sent by modem to the editor (408-249- 
5223) or other officer of FOG. “By Modem’’ is by far the 
most convenient method. If you don’t have a modem, get 
together with a friend who does and send your file. It will 
be a fun experience. If you send your contribution on disc 
and specify which disc you would like, we will overwrite 
your disc with one from the library. 
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Commercial Advertising . 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as 
camera ready copy. 
Size limitations for advertising are as follows: 
full page:7” x 9.5” 
half page: 3.5” x 9.5” or 7” x 4.75" 
guarter page: 3.5” X 4.75” 
Rates, effective with the March, 1983 issue are: 
$270/tull page, $150/half page, $105/quarter page 
For advertisers who wish to run ads in three sequential 
issues, a special rate is available. Three months at the 
rate in effect at the time the order is placed and paid in full 
providing the ads are run in the subsequent three issues. 
The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly 
and increasing them as the membership grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 

All material is due two months in advance of the month 
of publication. (October 1st for the December issue). No 
exceptions will be made for advertising material. This 
change is necessary if the FOGHORN is to be mailed before 
the first of the month. Articles which are not month-spe- 
cific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the 
deadline rush; contribute early. 
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Back Issues — Reprints 
Reprints of ALL back issues are available. The current 
cost of back issues is $1.50 per issue to partially cover 
reprint and mailing costs. Non U.S. members should in- 
Clude funds for AIRMAIL postage. Donations of additional 
sums will be gratefully accepted. 
Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 


(October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for 


help in getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 
1982) was a 2 page issue with holiday greetings and an 
advertisement for SuperGraphics. Mailed with this issue 
was a copy of the original bylaws which have since been 
modified several times. 

There were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a com- 
bined issue for June and July, 1982. For those who are 
attempting to determine which copies from Vol. 1 are of 
interest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (November, 1982) has a partial index 
for Vol. 1. | 

Mark envelope “BACK ISSUE REQUEST” and include 
your account-membership number. Please send the order 
to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474. Orders are 
shipped once a week. The index to the previous year is 
published in the November (#2) issue. 
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Copies of Library Disks 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks 
from the FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through 
their local group. Individual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk 
orders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per 
disk. | 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or ad- 
dress. This $5.00 charge must be included with every or- 
der. Please be sure to.include your account-membership 
number. Orders without this number will be delayed since 
no disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, 
consult the library column in each issue of Vol. 2 (except 
No. 3 — December, 1982). The section of the library 
called -FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s material 
from the library column and a catalog program which lists 
the name and disk location of each program (but no 
descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a 
typeset guide to the library. This has the descriptions of 
every disk in the library as well as the guidelines for li- 
brary use. It is a loose leaf,binder punched volume. This 
format was selected to facilitate updates. Each copy will 
be in a portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes ship- 
ping by 3rd Class (surface mail). Update pages will be of- 
fered on a quarterly basis. Details about the update pages 
will be announced later. 

Affiliated Members Organizations (AMO) may partici- 
pate in a monthly update service. Only the librarian of an 
Affiliated Member Organization may make arrangements 
to participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades at P. 0. 
Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474 (phone 415-755- 
4140) for further details. 

New additions will be sent to participants in the 
monthly update service as soon as copies can be made. 
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Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 

Rebates of 25% of the membership rate ($24.00) will be 
made to Affiliated Member Organization (AMO) on behalf 
of eligible members. To be eligible for the rebate, the name 
of the group MUST be on the membership form (or check) 
when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are paid. 

No rebates will be made until the Affiliated Member Orga- 
nization is formally approved hy the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status 
must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a 
list of the officers — names and FOG membership number 
— and a signed copy of the group bylaws. For further de- 
tails, request an AMO information packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the 


- member pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for 


that member to be eligible for the rebate. 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board 
meeting at which the group receives its charter. Subse- 
quent payments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer 
all questions about rebates to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474. 

The Board of Trustees has approved a minor change in 
the rebate policy for groups who are Affiliate Member 
Organizations. If the AMO has a checking account, the 
treasurer may collect membership dues for renewing or 
new members and forward only $18.00 (plus appropriate 
postal surcharges) to FOG. This allows the group to have 
immediate access to the rebate funds. Please note that 
the two requirements for this change will be strictly en- 
forced. No personal checks will be accepted. 
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Change of Address 

To request a change of address, send the label from a 
recent FOGHORH together with the new address either in 
an envelope marked “CHANGE OF ADDRESS” or on a 
Postal Change of Address Card to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474. Please allow at least 30 days for a 
change of address to be effective. 

You should also request that the post office forward 
any issues that arrive before your address change is 
posted. You must tell the post office that you will pay for- 
warding charges since bulk mail is NOT automatically 
forwarded. 

FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged 
because a member delays sending in a change of address. 
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Additional Postage Charges . 

Your membership in FOG ($24.00) covers delivery by 
Non-profit bulk mail. This rate is only available to mem- 
bers who have bulk mail delivered by the U. S. Postal Ser- 
vice. For those who either cannot receive U.S. bulk mail or 
prefer first class delivery, please add the appropriate 
amount (from the chart below) to your payment. 

The following is a list of additional charges which must 
be included with new or renewal memberships effective 
9/1/83: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class)... ADD...$ 6.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class 
delivery to Non-profit bulk mail..........0..... ADD...$ 6.00 
Central & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail 
First Class delivery) ...0.0...cccccceesee cesses ADD...$12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class). ADD...$ 15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery 
MOt QUArANTEE ....... eee cee eeseeteseeeeeeeeees ADD...$ 6.00 


lf you want the new rates to take effect for your current — 
membership, you may prorate the above charges for the 
remaining term of your membership. For each month re- 
maining, send 1/ 12th of the above rates. 

For those with U.S. addresses who elect to continue 
receiving their FOGHORN by Non-profit bulk mail, we have 
some suggestions for improving delivery. The post office 
guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by the 
recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area 
should take about seven working days and to the East 
Coast about 15 working days. We are now taking the bulk 
mail to the post office before the first of each month. If you 
are not getting timely delivery of the FOGHORN you should 
contact your local postmaster. If he is unable to improve 
the situation, there is a complaint form at each post office. 
We have been assured that all complaints are pursued 
promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable 
copies of the FOGHOAW. This allows us to better identify 
problems. FOG will be responsible for costs incurred 
remailing a FOGHORN only if the member has provided us 
with the correct address in a timely manner. If we can be 
of assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all 
of the specifics. ; 
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Please help 
It is essential that you include your account-member- 
ship number in all correspondence. 
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Where do we go from here? 


A Message from our President 


by Frank Morton 

As we go to press in early October there is not much | can tell you 
about what is happening at OCC. There is a Court hearing coming up 
on Oct 14th regarding the Chapter 11 status, but people who have 
been through this proceedure say that nothing happens very fast in 
Chapter 11. Those still at OCC are trying to get operations going 
again. We understand that parts are being shipped COD to those 
Dealers who have no outstanding financial obligations to OCC. The 
OCC executives are busy with many conferences, presumably 
attempting to arrange for financing. It is extremely difficult to get 
through by telephone, so in general it is not worth the effort. There is 
a persistant rumor going around hereabouts to the affect that if you 
show up at the Factory with $350 in cash, you can get a new DD 
Osborne 1. We can assure you that it is NOT TRUE! OCC has restric- 
tions placed upon it by the Court and the Creditors, including the re- 
quirement that they not dump parts or product at a loss. We think 
progress is being made, and as soon as it is proper to announce any- 
thing they will do so. We will continue to monitor the situation, and 
will bring you the latest pertinent news as soon as it is possible to do 
So. 

By the way, we are acquiring quite a collection of newspaper 
Clippings for the FOG Library. If you should run across an article 
relating to OCC, Chapter 11, and aftermath in your local paper we 
would enjoy receiving it for our collection. Please include enough of 
the page to identify the newspaper and the date (the whole page is 
better). In order not to interfere with regular business, please send 
clippings to the special FOG Palo Alto address which is: 

FOG, P.0.Box 60027, Palo Alto, CA 94306-0027. 

SO! Where do we go from here? The only solution is to get on with 
it! That is to say, we sincerely hope that OCC can work out some 
financial arrangement which will allow them to continue in business. 
That would be the most convenient situation for existing owners of 
Osborne machines, not to mention the fact that it would increase the 
possibility that some of the former employees could regain their jobs. 
In the mean time there is not a great deal that we can do collectively 
for OCC except to retain our enthusiasm for the product. It is interest- 
ing that we have received a number of calls saying something like 
“If you know of Someone who would like to get rid of an Os1 or Exec 
at a good price, | would be interested — Do you have any people like 
that?” Meanwhile, there have been no calls asking “How can | get rid 





of my Osborne, and what can | get for it?” This overall enthusiasm. 


for our Computers speaks well for the product and our positive at- 
titude is probably the best support we can offer OCC at the present 
time. 


While we are waiting to see what develops, the best thing we can 
do for ourselves is to GET ORGANIZED, and heip each other. FOG is 
here for that express purpose! The whole idea is to help each other, 
whether it be on a local basis or on an international scale. Having a 
local Affiliated Member Organization greatly improves our ability to 
to help each other on a personal basis. At the same time, while FOG 
tries its best to help all of you individually with facts, information, 
and the latest important news through the FOGHORN, we are able to 
get important news out most quickly by contacting the AMO officers 
for rapid local dissemination of information. Thus organizing into 
recognized local AMOs benefits you locally, as well as helping us to 
help you. We try our best to be impartial to Osborne users every- 


where, but it is a fact of life that we can provide help better and more 


expeditiously through the Affiliated Member Organizations. Any 
potential organizations that have not already done so are invited to 
request an AMO information package from the FOG office in Daly City 
(use the return address on the FOGHORN.) 

One major help that the local organizations can provide for their 
members is to create a local help directory! | have seen such a direc- 
tory in local Newsletters and it is an excellent idea! A list is created 
which includes names, telephone numbers, and times during which 
the individuals are available to discuss or answer questions on the 
particular topic indicated. In that manner the help load can be shared 
with out too much commitment on any one persons part. The direc- 
tory can be altered as a person’s ability to participate changes. By 
taking one or two subjects (such as CP/M, MBASIC, dBASE Il, 
WordStar, SuperCalc, etc.) each can be comfortable with subjects in 
which they feel reasonably confident. We highly recommend this ap- 
proach for all local groups. 

At the risk of boring you to tears, let me once more emphasize the 
importance of teaching yourself to HELP YOURSELF! | have pre- 
viously covered this subject in the Aug 83 issue (Vol Il, No 11) in 
detail, but it does bear repeating. In the first place, there is no experi- 
ence like experience. No matter how good a manual may or may not 
be, most of us learn by doing. Why do you think that schools have 
HOMEWORK? The only real way to learn to master a computer is to 
get your hands on the keyboard and start making mistakes! The se- 
Cret to success is to make the mistakes and learn how to not repeat 
them. In photography it is call the 35 roll method. A professional 
photographer once told me that “You cannot become a good photog- 
rapher until you have put the first 35 rools of film behind you!”’ Im- 
plicit in that instruction is the assumption that you will make 
mistakes, and by the end of 35 rolls you will have learned by study- 
ing your mistakes how to keep from repeating them. With computers 
it is much the same. The media (film or diskettes) is replaceable, so 
experimentation in a logical manner is the best way to learn. As long 
as you have adequately backed up the program software and your 
work, there is nothing to loose but the time you have spent in making 
the mistakes. Generally, time spent at user group meetings and mak- 
ing mistakes is a lot less expensive than paying for professional 
training, particularly when many of the mistakes will be made in any 
case. In my computer work at Lockheed newcomers wondered how | 
had learned so much about computers without much training. | told 
them it was quite simple, | had been at it long enough that | had made 
more mistakes than almost anyone else. So back up your software, 
get to your keyboards and start experimenting and making mistakes! 


Regarding Osborne equipment support 

The Sept 25th Sunday Los Angeles Times had an article by Law- 
rence J. Magid entitled “‘Own an Osborne 1? Don’t Despair’. The arti- 
cle (one of our many clippings) was brought to us by a member who 
had been to Los Angeles on business. The writer, Mr. Magid is execu- 
tive vice president of the San Francisco-based firm Know How Com- 
puter Learning Centers. In the article he states, in greater detail, 
essentially that we should not despair about maintenance for our 
computers. The article is so well written that we would like to quote 
from it. The only thing the article seems to be missing is any ref- 
erence to Users’ Groups and the help they previde (software and 
otherwise). 


“Own an Osborne 1? Don’t Despair” .. hy Lawrence J. Magid 

The recent layoffs and Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing by Osborne 
Computer Corp. have brought new life to predictions that the com- 
puter industry is headed for a “shakeout” in which many small in- 
dependent companies will go under. If computers go the way of cars 
and beer, we can expect fewer companies and fewer options. 

As the industry ponders its future, users wonder whether the com- 
pany that made their computer will be around to service it in the 
years to come. What happens to the more than 100,000 people who 
own an Osborne 1 should the company eventually close its doors? 

The concern goes beyond Osborne. If people lose confidence, 
they’re less likely to buy from small innovative companies, creating 
the risk of a self-fulfilling prophecy. It would be a shame if people 

cont. on page 4 
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stopped buying computers that don’t come from the venerable in- 
stitutions such as IBM, Digital Equipment or Hewlett-Packard. The 
industry’s excitement and innovation are fueled by companies such 
as Osborne, which two years ago achieved several firsts with a com- 
puter that was portable, included application software and sold for 
under $2000. 


Plenty of Spare Parts 


But Osborne’s troubles raise a legitimate question. Buying a com- — 


puter is scary enough. People don’t want to invest time and money in 
a computer system to later find that there is no one around to repair 
or support it. 

Fortunately, Osborne owners aren’t in trouble. Regardless of what 
happens to the company, there are plenty of spare parts around and 
lots of people to service the machines. 

While Osborne is a case in point, the principles apply to most busi- 
ness computers. You’re pretty safe as long as you own a non-esoteric 
system that is relatively popular. , 

The first thing to remember is that every computer, regardless of 
who makes it, will eventually become a relic. The technology is 
changing so that most computers will be outclassed long before they 
are out of order. Even IBM drops machines from its product line. So 
don’t buy any machine thinking it will be around forever. 

The most important question about a system is its software. The 
Osborne uses the CP/M operating system from Digital Research Inc. 
CP/Mis extremely popular, and there is plenty of incentive for Digital 
Research to continue to maintain and improve it. Since it is usually 
the operating system, not the hardware, that determines what soft- 
ware a machine will run, Osborne owners will be able to take advan- 
tage of most new programs written for the CP/M machines. 

From a hardware standpoint, Osborne owners have little to worry 
about. The Osborne 1, like most microcomputers, is really a box of 
components, assembled from parts that are manufactured by a myr- 
iad of companies. So even if Osborne were unable to provide support, 
users could turn to the companies that manufacture its parts. 


The disk drives are the most likely components to need repair or 
replacement. Unlike electronic circuits, drives are mechanical and 
subject to wear and tear. The Osborne 1 uses standard 5 1/4 — inch 
floppy disk drives that are available from a host of companies, 
including Siemens, Control Data, Tandon and Shugart Associates. 

The Z80 central processing unit, or CPU, that controls the Osborne 
comes from Zilog Inc. Zilog has sold millions of 280 chips to hun- 
dreds of computer and electronics firms, assuring widespread 
availability. ° 

And don’t forget the memory. The random access memory chips 
aren't from Osborne, but outside suppliers such as NEC and Texas 
Instruments. 

The Osborne’s little five-inch display screen is also generic. Re- 
placements are manufactured by Motorola, NEC and other 
companies. 

If you’re still nervous about the availability of spare parts, consider 
the source. Osborne doesn’t even build the main logic boards that 
contain the chips that make the computer run. The circuit boards are 
constructed and stuffed with chips by Testology Inc., a San Jose 
electronics firm. ‘‘we build the heart of the computer,” says 
Testology President Porter Hurt. “We deliver circuit boards with an 
excess of 300 parts; Osborne attaches the monitors and other 
peripherals.” 

Hurt has more spare Osborne parts than he knows what to do with. 
He looks forward to finding a market for all the boards that Osborne 
ordered but can’t pay for. He has also file suit against Osborne over 
an estimated $4.5 million in parts that he claims Osborne ordered 
from Testology and another of his companies, PH Components Inc., 
also of San Jose. 


Still nervous? Don’t be. 

Giant Xerox Corp. services machines from Osborne and other 
small computer Companies. 

Osborne, which under Chapter 11 is protected from creditors as it 
attempts to reorganize, isn’t the first computer company to get in 
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trouble. Mike Lipschutz, president of the Western Computer Dealers’ 
Assn. and owner of the Best Computer Store in Hayward, has seen 
several companies come and go. He was a dealer for Processor Tech- 
nology’s Sol-20 until the San Francisco Bay Area company went out 
of business a few years ago. 

“When a company goes under, both the dealers and customers 
tend to be depressed at first. But then you regroup and take a look at 
your base.’’ Lipschutz sees an opportunity to provide support to a 
“massive Customer base that needs help.” 

A good dealer, according to Lipschutz, is the customer’s best 
protection in the event of a manufacturer’s demise. “Ultimately, it 
doesn’t matter what computer you buy as long as it does what you 
want,’ he says. 

“The most important factor is where you buy your computer. A 
good dealer should support a product for its entire life cycle.” His 
store maintains spare parts for the Sol along with the Osborne and 
most other machines he has carried. 

Even if the dealer you buy from doesn’t have a service center, there 
are plenty of dealers who do. A number of dealers contacted said they 
plan to continue to service Osborne computers even if they were 
bought elsewhere. One enterprising technician, who asked not to be 
named, said he is thinking of leaving his current job at a computer 
store to set up an independent company to service Osborne and other 
microcomputers. 

As one entrepreneur put it, ‘“There’s a big aftermarket for com- 
panies that have gotten in trouble. Little companies spring up to sup- 
port them.” 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


$13.95 DEMO DISK FOR MAGIC (mH) 


Loaded with Price Data for 
Long Term Security Investors 
No-Load Mutual Fund Switchers 
Stock Index/Commnodity Traders 


MAGIC (TM) is a unique decision making tool for all Osborne 
users who want to do their own market timing. It generates 


buy and sell signals with 6 user-selected moving averages 


of any length. These averages and their 12 derived oscil- 
lators produce easy-to-use trading systems customized to — 
your needs. Menu-driven, MAGIC is versatile, flexible and 
fun to use by novice and expert alike. The disc is 
packed with historic price data on stocks, funds, indices, — 
etc. ready for analysis with your own input parameters, A 
convenient data entry program quides entry of prices on 
your own stocks, funds, options, commodities etc. 


The Demo generates full MAGIC output on 4 market indices, 5 
stocks and 6 mutual funds and is usable for making hundreds 
of historic trading studies with your parameters. The price 
is creditable against the $49.95 bargain price of the full 
MAGIC program and 41 page Manual. Add $1 to the Demo and $3 
to MAGIC tor shipping plus &% CA tax. Specify SO or OD. 


send your check tos Or. R. 8B. Gordon, SWARE Tools for 
Investors, P. 0. Box 645, San Luis Rey, Calif. 92068. 


November, 1983 
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More on OCC 
by Gale Rhoades 


The number of concerned phone calls and letters which have been 
received at the FOG office in the last month are beyond counting. 
Many share the concerns of the letters writers included later. For 
some the answer is quite clear, for others, only time will tell. 

A large number of the calls have concerned the software upgrades 
which where announced as being available at your dealer (in the 
October Portable Companion). The lead time on the Portable Companion 
was such that the magazine was sent to print before the extent of the 
financial woes became known. Without the Chapter 11, we would all 
probably have the upgrades by now. So, you ask, where do we go 
from here? 

As you all know, Sorcim has shown that they are willing to assist 
us. We are working to secure similar arrangements with the other 
software manufacturers. As results become known, we will notify 
you. The only other possibility at this time is to buy the entire pro- 
gram at your dealers and have it downloaded to the Osborne format. 
since tis is a very expensive answer, you may want to wait and see 
what can be worked out. 

A number of the lawyers in FOG have called or written about our 
status aS unsecured creditors under the bankruptcy laws. The 
consensus seems to be that many of us are all unsecured creditors 
and as such will obtain satisfaction only if we each file a claim and 
after the secured creditors have been Satisified. What many of these 
lawyers suggest is that if you have a double density Osborne 1, you 
should at least file for the value of the p-System. The same is said 
about the owners of the Executive who are owed the communications 
software and anyone who has an unexpired warranty (either original 
or extended). To file a claim, you must obtain a with a Federal Bank- 
ruptcy Court. Visit the nearest court to obtain a copy of the claim 
form. You must include proof of you eligability (if you have nothing 
else, get a copy of the announcement of the software upgrades from 
the October, 1983, Portable Companion. To get value, call your dealer 
and ask what it will cost you to buy the software. 

lf you should decide to file a claim, you need the following 
information: 

1. The debtor is Osborne Computer Corporation. 

2. The case is being heard in the Northern District of California. 

3. The case number is 48303456-H. 

4. The serial number of each computer you are filing for (only one 
claim is necessary, just be sure to list each computer and the 
value of each item). 

5. When you paid for the item (upgrade, double density computer, 
Executive, or warranty). 

6. Proof that Osborne owes you for the item. 

For those in need of service, many of the dealers are starting to 
examine the situation and some have started ordering parts again 
from the factory. OCC has, as most of you know by now, signed a deal 
with Xerox Service Centers (also known as AmericCare Service). | 
didn’t have all the details when we had to go to press with this but if 
your local dealer doesn’t have the details and you can’t find a Xerox 
center, drop me a note and I'll see if | can help. Along this line, if any- 
one knows of a particularly good dealer, drop me a note with the 
name, address, and phone so we can refer owners in need. 

We have finally obtained the one time use of a partial list (less that 
50%) of registered Osborne owners. We will be doing a mailing to tell 
those owners about FOG since only by banding together can we all 
continue to learn on and enjoy our Ozzies. If you know of an Osborne 
owner who is not yet a member, feel free to forward the name and 
address and we will include them on the mailing. Most of you will re- 
ceive a copy of the mailing since we cannot edit the labels 
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ELECTIONS 


Nomination Information 
The First Osborne Group elections for the Board of Trustees will 
be held in March of 1984. If you are interested in being on the 
Board, or have a favorite FOG member who would be an asset to 
FOG, these are the requirements for nomination: 


1. Submit Nominee’s name, address, and FOG membership num- 
ber with a petition signed by 40 (forty) current FOG members. 
This must reach the FOG office by December 16, 1983. 

2. Submit Nominee’s name, address, and FOG membership num- 
ber with reason why they should be put on the ballot by the 
nominating committee of the Board of Trustees. The commit- 
tee will then select any additional nominees from these 
submissions. Priority consideration will be given to those 
names submitted with less than the 40 signatures required in 
#1 above. The committee must receive this information at the 
FOG office by November 18, 1983. 

3. Nominations from the floor will be accepted on Election Day, 
provided that the nominator and the one who seconds the 
nomination are both current FOG members. 


FOG members who fulfill either of the first two requirements and 
who are accepted as nominees will be able to have their Nominee 
Statements printed in the Election Packet. Accepted Nominees will 
be informed of the guidelines for their statements, which must be 
received at the FOG office by January 13, 1984. The mailing ad- 
dress for the FOG office is P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 940 15- 
0474, U.S.A. 

The Election Packet will be sent to all FOG members (whose 
dues are current) by first class mail and will include the Nominees’ 
Statements, the ballot, and proxy votes for those members unable 
to attend the Election Meeting (or for those who wish to give their 
voting power to another FOG member.) The ballots are scheduled 
to be mailed by February 1, 1984. 

Finally, but most important: 


ALL NOMINEES & VOTERS MUST BE CURRENT FOG MEMBERS 
AND : 
EVERY MEMBERS’ PARTICIPATION IS VITAL TO FOG. 
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Mail processing is greatly speeded if you take a few minutes to 
indicate on the lower left corner the purpose of your letter. 


Remember to indicate your local group membership when send- 
ing in your renewals so that the group can receive a portion of your 
dues. 


The First Osborne Group (FOG) does not endorse any of the 
products advertised in this publication. FOG does not verify the accu- 
racy of the claims in any of the ads. You should thoroughly inves- 
tigate any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send all de-. 
fails, in writing, to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
sat 15-0474, U. S. A. We can’t promise a solution, but we will try to 

elp. 

All articles contained in these pages are the views on the authors. 
Publication does not necessarily indicate endorsement by FOG, the 
FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 
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NOW WHAT DO WE DO? 

With the bankruptcy of Osborne, | feel lost. My major.concern, and 
| believe this affects most owners, is maintenance and repairs of the 
Osborne . | purchased mine in December 1982, and since then the B 
drive has been replaced twice, once within the 90 day period, and the 
2nd time about April of 1983. | purchased, for $285, a one year ex- 
tended warranty — who honors this warranty now? | 

| purchased the machine in Santa Rosa and live in Sacramento. | 
have been using Computerland of Sacramento for service. Whether 
Computerland will continue servicing Osbornes is a question. FOG 
can provide a real service — and that is to publish the names and 
addresses of those who will provide service to the Osborne. 

| read somewhere that the “‘p-System’” was now available to Dou- 
ble Density owners. | received a letter from Osborne saying | would be 
entitled. From whom, if anybody, do | get this? 

FOGHORN now is the Osborne user’s only source for help. 

Jack D. Clevenger 
Sacramento, CA 
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lf Osborne can’t get off the mat, what do we do for an expanding 

membership? Change our name? How about... 

First Obsolete Group (pessimistic) 

First Opera Group (for those who hit high-C when 
they got the news) 
(for those who saw it coming) 
(neither perpendicular nor hori- 
zontal; in shock) 


First Omniscient Group 
First Oblique Group 


First Open Group (cheerfully welcoming the 
Osborne-compatible Kaypros, 
etc.) 

By any other name, may we smell as sweet. 

Al Ujcic 


San Francisco, CA 
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The past year has been interesting and your work has certainly 
been appreciated. | hope you will continue and will not lose hope fol- 
lowing the recent news about the Osborne Computer Corporation. 
The strength of a User Group may well prove to be of immense impor- 
tance as time goes on. 


| certainly would appreciate some way of communicating by © 


modem. Then perhaps | may feel more able to write for the newsletter. 
If there is a Compuserve or Source user to whom | could send, it 
would help; however, a dedicated BBS online 24 hours would be bet- 
ter still (not a ringback system, as line costs at this distance are 

high). 

Looking forward to the next newsletter. 
Anthony L. Huxley 
Ottawa, Canada 
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Dear Editor: 

Maybe | can help with some of the questions in the July issue of 
FOG. 
FILE TRANSFER: Weedy Y. Tan wants to transfer files between the 01 
and TRS-80s, IBM-PCs etc. 

First, Double Density 01 can read IBM-PC data disks produced un- 
der CP/M-86 without any modification. It will read a few other disks 
as well. See the DD manual, rev. March 1983. 


Second, try a program called File Tran, advertised in the Portable 
Companion, sold by Business Micro Products, 51241 US Highway 
6&24, No. 5, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601, tel. (303) 945-8 166. They 
say it will let the 01 read TRSDOS disks, IBM MS-DOS, Kaypro, Ze- 
nith and many others, and they’re adding EPSON, Sequa, Attache 
and others. I'm planning to check it out myself. | 
__ Third, you can’t read Apple DOS with anything. Their disk format 
is too weird. Try using a modem. If the Apple has a CP/M card, you 
can get a program to transfer files through the RS-232 port. 

Finally, remember that you are reading the data files on the disks, 

not the program files. Some programs (like MBASIC programs from 
CP/M machines) will run, others won’t, you'll have to experiment. 
And there’s a copyright questions on programs. Data files are no 
problem. 
STAR MICRONICS GEMINI printer: | just bought one and had no trouble. 
First, the dealer made the cable. If you’re having trouble with your 
cable, have your Osborne dealer give you a copy of the latest, cor- 
rected, info on the IEEE parallel port pinouts. Older Osborne manuals 
were wrong. 

The back of the Gemini manual tells you how to set the DIP 
switches on the back of the printer for the Osborne. 

By the way, there’s something wrong with the implementation of 
the continuous underline on the Star. An underline that continues to 
the next line begins at the left side of the page and underlines until it 
reaches the text — not what you want to have happen. It’s a bug, | 
hope Star fixes it. 

TRACK AND FIELD COACH: Try using SuperCalc: a recent issue of the 
Portable Companion described a bowling league that uses SuperCalc 
to keep the scores. Might as well try the free software you got. Also, 
Personal Pearl is good for fairly straightforward file management. Be 
sure you take the entire lengthy tedious tutorial in the Personal Pear! 
book: it’s long, but it’s complete. 

PRINTER LINE FEEDS: The problem of line feeds has been dealt with 
several times in past issues of the Portable Companion. 

MBASIC SORT HANGUP: To Martin Shapiro, whose sorting program 
stops for long periods: could it be “garbage collection’? The pro- 
gram may be compulsively reclaiming character string space. Ask a 
BASIC programmer. It sounds familiar because during garbage 
collection, the computer keyboard is dead to the world, which is one 
of your symptoms. 

THE SUPERCALC EXECUTE COMMAND, a new features of SuperCalc 
1.12, is NOT a external printer program, but a kind of macro. You cre- 
ate a file in SuperCalc or WordStar consisting of all SuperCalc key- 
strokes: /ODAIIP, for example, would print out the entire SuperCalc 
display (/Output, Display, All (range), Printer). 

Later, while using a SuperCalc worksheet, you enter /X (for Ex- 
ecute), and the name of the file you created. SuperCalc follows the 
commands in that file, one by one, just as if you were entering them 
from the keyboard. 

This is a macro, or a kind of elaborate dynamic function key for 
SuperCalc, and nothing more. the result is a speeded-up SuperCalc 
program, not additional print capabilities. 

To improve his SuperCalc printout, | suggest that Neil McCubbin 
output his finished SuperCalc file to disk as a WordStar print file (see 
Output to disk), then use WordStar to embed printer commands. It’s 


easy. 

ALPHABETIZE NAME AND ADDRESS FILES: Try Personal Pearl. You 
want to organize your files, not create a relational database, so 
PPearl is appropriate, easier to use than DBase Il, and will sort your 
records readily. | use it for exactly this purpose. 

MODEMS IN CANADA: | recall seeing something recently about OCC 
modem users in Canada having trouble getting their modems to 
work. Check the kind of modem and the kind of telephone system you 
have. There are two modems: one for U.S. telephone lines; the other 
for CCITT (European phone lines). If Canada uses CCITT, then the 
U.S. modems won’t work. If they don’t use CCITT, then CCITT won’t 
work. [/s there a chance that Canada doesn’t use CCITT and the U.S. 
modem still won’t work? David ; 
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Look at the bottom of your modem: if it has a sticker that says 
CCITT on it, it’s a European style modem. (By the way, Dialog and 
some other commercial databases have special numbers to call if 
you have a CCITT modem.) 

Hope some of this helps. 

| Mike McCarthy 
senior Technical Writer 
Osborne Documentation Department 
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My letter in the September FOGHORN contained a plea for a print 
spooler that would support WordSiar print functions. The answer, of 
course, came quickly through the article on page 52 of the October 
Portable Companion, which tells how to patch WordStar 2.26 so that 
“KP really works. 

Presumably the published INSTALL address works fine with single 
density; | have double density and did not find the instructions com- 
pletely clear (my first attempt caused me to be ejected to CP/M every 
time | tried to print a file, which is not what | had in mind). 

The following patches seem to work fine with new double density 
machines: 


Location New Value 
0718 FF 
071A C3 
071B EO 
071C 02 
02E0 CD 
02E1 20 
02E2 E1 
02E3 A7 
02E4 CO 
02E5 3F 
02E6 cg 


These patches allow smooth editing of one file while printing an- 
other. To activate this, simply use “Kp to initiate printing of a second 
file while you are editing the first one. I’d like to know why MicroPro 
or Osborne didn’t simply implement this on all distribution copies of 
WordStar, since it seems to work properly with both Centronics and 
standard serial printers? 

The last Thursday in August, | was able to attend my first (and 
last, for a while, thanks to a move to Scotland) meeting of ist FOG of 
Silicon Valley. | got some good programs from the library, and found 
out how to get my Signalman modem working through the RS232 
port, for the first time in months, but more important, | found a 
friendly, enthusiastic atmosphere that will do a lot to keep the 
Osborne ahead, in my book, despite whatever may happen to the 
company. My compliments and good wishes to all! 

| Jonathan Angel 
St. Andrews Fife 

scotland 
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FOG is always asking us to share experiences. Here are some 
unrelated items to use as you wish. 
1. Keeping external monitors in place, on top. 

1m We see ads for various supports to hold our 12-inch mon- 
itors on top of the 01. | found it adequate just to stand my Zenith 
monitor directly on the 01, except it tended to slip down the slope 
away from me and | was afraid it would crash off the back edge 
some day. | cured this with two pieces of fairly thick white plastic, 
29 x /0 x 3 mm, glued flat on top of the 01 just behind the mon- 
itor’s feet. | used two name tags, fastened with double-sided foam 
tape, but any material that isn’t brittle will do. Total cost was 
$5.50, and even with my “monitor stand” the 01 still fits under an 
aircraft seat. 
2. installing SuperCalc for your printer. 

A few issues back, a reader was having problems installing 
an initializing string in SuperCalc for an Epson printer. | found 
that if the required string contains more than one byte, the bytes 
must be separated by comas, with a return only after the last 


byte. If you use a return after each byte, only the last byte is 
retained by SuperCalc. 
. Questions about WSPATCH2 

| installed WSPATCH2 and found it a real improvement over 
plain Wordstar, but I’m puzzled that it doesn’t work as docu- | 
mented. Horizontal scrolling starts when there are eight char- 
acters remaining on the line; the documentation says this 
number can be adjusted by changing the Help level, but in fact 
that makes no difference. !’m happy with it this way, but wonder 
if anyone else finds it to work as “‘advertised’’? 


4. Arrow Keys in Wordstar vs. CP/M : 

The article in the August ‘83 FOGHORN, page 19, was very 
helpful; but for those who don’t tiave DU.COM and want to use 
DDT to make this patch, | can save them half an hour of search- 
ing by telling them that for the 52-column Double Density ver- 
sion of SETUP, the byte to be changed is located at 112C. 
Changing this from 13 to 08 makes the Wordstar backspace key 
work for CP/M also. (This patch is not necessary if WSPATCH2 
has been installed). Also, after using DDT the number of pages 
to be saved is 4 times the file size in Kbytes. Since the 52-col, 
DD Setup is 5K this means 20 pages must be saved. 

5. Problems with the Smith-Corona TP-1 printer 

| used to own a Smith-Corona TP-7 printer (Serial connection) 
and for a while it would stop in mid-word; raising and lowering 
the cover would re-start it, but with a space skipped at-the point 
where it had stopped. This happened about once per page; more 
rarely, it would print garbage for several characters before 
stopping. 

After extensive troubleshooting (including a fruitless $48 checkup 
by Smith-Corona which proved the printer was faultless) a friend and 
| determined that the trouble happened only when the 01 was 
plugged into one electrical outlet and the TP-1 in another. This cre- 
ated a huge ‘‘ground loop” (an antenna for interference), since the 
distribution panel was two stories below. When both the 01 and TP-1 
were plugged into the same outlet, everything worked perfecily. 

Anyone experiencing ground loop problems should resist the 
temptation to remove or bypass the electrical (safety) ground on the 
AC power cords. Instead, break the ground connections inside ONE 
end of the serial data connection cable; this breaks the ground loop 
without compromising electrical safety. 

6. Parallel cable interface for Epson FX-80 

It took over three weeks between the printer dealer, Epson 
representative and myself to invent a parallel interface cord that 
worked for the Epson FX-80. The errors in the Osborne manual 
didn’t help! Although the 8 signal wires are the same as given 
by Alan Nelson in the April FOGHORN, | also found it necessary to 
tie Epson pin 14 to +5V (from Epson pin 13) to prevent 
unwanted Auto line feeds. And | had to ground Osborne pin 17 
(to Epson pin 16) to prevent noise pickup from triggering data 
transfers when Epson was not ready. The final configuration, 
which works perfectly, is: 


Go 


EPSON PIN EPSON FUNCTION OSBORNE FUNCTION OSBORNE PIN 
DATA 1 DATA 0 1 

6 ~ DATAS DATA 4 2 

3 DATA 2 DATA 1 3 

7 DATA 6 DATA 5S 4 

4 DATA 3 DATA 2 ) 

8 DATA 7 DATA 6 6 

) DATA 4 DATA 3 7 

9 DATA 8 DATA 7 8 

i STROBE QUT STROBE 11 

2g GROUND GROUND 12 & 16 

11 BUSY BUSY 15 

(as) GROUND GROUND 16 & 12 

16 LOGIC GROUND INPUT READY 7 

13" +5V IN STROBE 19 

14* © AUTO LINE FEED 


* connect together to prevent auto line feeds. 


cont. on page 8 


"November, 1983 


Finding the right connections was not the end of my problems; the 
above pin assignments make it impossible to ‘‘snap in” a ribbon ca- 
ble to a compatible connector at each end. As received from the “‘ex- 
perts’, | had one cable from the dealer with a neat plug at the 
Osborne end and a tangled mass at the printer end, and another from 
the Epson rep with a tidy connection at the printer end and a lot of 
Spaghetti at the Osborne end. Apart from looks, these handmade 
connections were already loosening and proving unreliable. | solved 
this by cutting both cables in half, keeping the two good ends and 
making quality soldered connections, individually insulated with 
shrink tubing, near the center. | encapsulated this join with glue in- 
side a small flat box (from eye shadow!) — quite professional. 

7. Getting disks out of pockets under drives 
Back in November 1982, Dal Allan described how to fill the 
bottom of the disk pocket with packing material so the disks 
were easier to grasp and remove. The dealer who sold me my 

Osborne taught me a simpler and better trick; put the disks in 

the pockets turned through 90 degrees to their ‘‘playing’’ posi- 

tion — that is, the open end of the disk sleeve is not facing you 
but turned to the left or right. Since the sleeve is wider than the 
disk, you will have more to grasp — and disks will no longer fall 
out of their sleeves as you remove them. The same trick works 
for disks stored in cardboard boxes of 10 — store them lying on 
their “‘side’’. 
8. Economy priced, portable disk storage 

Someone in the Vancouver Portable Computer Club discov- 
ered a local store selling a smaller-than-usual toolbox — its end 
section is about 150 x 160 mm (6” x 6.5") or just a bit larger 
than a cardboard disk box. These cost only about $7 and hold 
easily 100 disks — sideways. Throw away the tool tray, bend 
the tray supports flat against the end walls, and insert your 
cardboard disk boxes as dividers, with loose disks in between 
them. Disks can be grouped, with ordinary 4” x 6” index cards 
standing up with the top line visible in between and identifying 
the sections. 

(Along the same lines, a standard 3” deep plastic file box for 3” x 
5” cards holds over 25 Kodak disk negatives sideways — but that’s 
another topic!) 

9. AWordstar trick 
When using Wordstar to create many similar and related 
files, try giving them the same name but with different exten- 
sions. Thus: LETTERS.001, LETTERS.002, LETTERS.ORG and 
so on. 

This gives two advantages: first, you can get from one to the other, 
and between printing, editing and deleting files with the minimum of 
typing, by using the Control-R feature from the no-file menu. Second, 
no matter how many of them you edit, Wordstar creates only a single 
backup file, LETTERS.BAK in my example. This conserves disk 
Space and saves you having to constantly erase backups. 

10. An observation about file size 
In all the fuss about Osmosis DD, something has been over- 
looked. All the defenders of Osmosis said they saw no advan- 
tage in Osborne’s DD file size of 1K versus Osmosis 2K, since 
they seldom write files as small as 1K anyway. 

That’s not the point! Osmosis uses space in 2K blocks. A file of 
size 2.05K is allocated 3K on Osborne’s DD but 4K on Osmosis. The 
law of averages dictates that about half the files in the real world suf- 
fer this loss, thus, on an average disk with 20 files (of any random 
sizes), Osmosis DD will use 10K more than Osborne to store the same 
data. That’s a considerable loss, and makes Osmosis seem far less 
attractive. 

11. Printer Review 

-| now use (in addition to the FX-80) a Canon AP-400 type- 
writer with Canon’s AP-92 serial interface. This combination is 
quite powerful — for a start, it’s a true KSR terminal — and al- 
lows access from the computer to all the typewriter’s special 
functions such as shadow boldface, auto underscore, pitch 
changes (including proportional spacing), line space changes, 
1/120th inch movements and many others I'll never use. Unlike 


simple printers or typewriter conversions, it tabs over blank 
spaces in the text, for a much faster throughput than its 20cps 
rating would suggest. As a typewriter it has a 500-character 
correction memory, uses all Qume and Canon daisy wheels, 
does automatic centering between margins, between tabs, 
around tabs, around current position or between words. Baud 
rate, parity and stop bits are all selectable to match nearly any 
computer. | highly recommend this printer /typewriter. 

It has a few bugs. The correcting ribbon gets used at a phenom- 
enal rate — the drive mechanism wastes it. Sometimes this ribbon 
catches on the daisy wheel hubs when changing them (fixed by 
bending a spindle slightly). The switch to change from ‘‘typewriter”’ 
to ‘‘printer’’ is recessed in a hole at the back — if you don’t have a 
dentist’s mirror, you may want to slip some plastic tubing over the 
switch handle to extend it to where you can find it by feeling blind. 
The extensive interface manual lists required codes to implement 
special functions but doesn’t always make clear (to me, at least) if 
these are to be sent as decimal, hex or ASCII. These are minor points 
- it does all | could require for my office, at a price far less than a letter 
quality printer plus a matching memory typewriter. Access to the full 
set of Qume typefaces was the clincher. Try it! 

12. A video note / 

Any of the drivers that-can drive a video monitor from the 01 
(Exmon, etc) will also drive the video input of a video recorder. 
Thus, moving graphics, games etc. can be recorded. 

Wordstar can be used to make titles (though the print is too small 
for most purposes). Use Help level zero, turn off the ruler line, then 
eliminate the top information line by holding Control and jogging the 
Up and Down arrows until the top line is just off screen. Before re- 
editing, restore it to normal with Control-Square Bracket. If unwanted 
information then appears at the bottom, exit Wordstar with X from the 
no-file menu and re-enter with WS(Return). This usually clears it up. 
Fade-in and fade-out can be done with the Contrast knob. Illustrated 
titles can be made with Screenwriter, Etch etc. but if bigger letters 
are all that’s required, Titler (commercial product) allows you to type 
5 rows of 17 large letters — all upper-case with no graphics and very 
little punctuation. 

14. A complaint 

| paid my FOG dues a few months ago through the Vancouver 
Portable Computer Club. They say they forwarded the money to 
you promptly. However, the last three issues of FOGHORN still 
show my membership expiring next month. | will be annoyed if | 
miss an issue! Please make sure | have been renewed for an- | 
other year. 

[/ am taking a few lines to answer this since this is an occasional 
problem. The answer has several parts: 

1. Especially with the non-U.S. groups, it can sometimes be a prob- 
lem for the group to arrange the transfer of U.S. funds. We can not 
post the renewal (or a new membership) until we actually receive 
the payment. 

2. The time of the month when the payment is received is very impor- 
tant — we normally run the address labels for the FOGHORN about 
the 20th of each month. Every piece of mail we have is first entered 
but that doesn’t help those whose payment comes in the next day. 

3. By now you (and all other members) should have received your 
membership card — | know it’s hard to believe but we finally got 
them! From now on, each week’s payments will automatically gen- 
erate a new printing of membership cards. This will enable you to 
know promptly that your payment was received. The membership 
card is sent first class mail and unless there is a problem with your 
payment, will be mailed within 10 days of the receipt of your 
payment. 

4. It would also have speeded handling if you had sent the renewal 
form with the payment rather than separately directly to the office. 
Few of the people helping me recognize member name so you were 
first entered as a new member rather than as a renewal. The du- 
plication was spotted but not before the labels were run (the sec- 
ond label was eliminated so your renewal could be properly 
entered). 
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5. If there is ever a problem or question about your membership, 
please drop a note to the office as soon as it is noticed. With 
6000+ members (and growing at quite a rate), | can’t keep track 
of each membership without your assistance. 

-- Gale] 
Alan T. Chattaway 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada 
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| use SuperCalc at home on my Osborne and use Visicalc on a 
Hewlett Packard 125 at work. It is convenient to be able to work ona 
spreadsheet at home that has been developed at work and vice versa. 
Visicalc uses DIF (Data Interchange Format) when you save data with 
the /S# command and data can also be loaded from a DIF file into 
Visicalc. SuperCalc has the ““SuperData Interchange’ with version 
1.12H which is probably similar to DIF but | don’t have it with my 
version. | have put together two MBASIC programs one that converts 
a SuperCalc PRN data file to a DIF file that can be read into Visicalc 
and another that converts Visicalc DIF files to SuperCalc XQT files for 
use with the /X command. Of course, formulas and formats are not 
passed on from one sheet to the other but it sure beats re-entering the 
data. The two programs have been sent to Jim Woolley for inclusion 
in the FOG Disk Library. 

| can create a SuperCalc spreadsheet, convert the data to a DIF file 
on my Osborne, then upload the DIF file to a timesharing host. The 
following day, at my office, | can download the DIF file to the HP 125 
and recreate the sheet on Visicalc. The process can be reversed; 
HP125-Visicalc to Osborne-SuperCalc. 

lf anyone has a different and, perhaps, better way to do this type of 
data transfer, please let me know. | also have procedures that go 
back and forth from SuperCalc to dBASE Il. | am interested in any 
programs and procedures that enable the transfer of data among the 
big three; data bases, spreadsheets, and word processors. 

Another subject! In the April, 1983 issue of FOGHORN (Page 15), 
Doug Hurst suggested the use of the SWAP function in sorting 
routines. His comparisons of sort times ind:cate that SWAP does in- 
deed help but | fear that in telling us this he may have confused many 
regarding sorting procedures. The procedure he uses is not the Shell 
sort, it is the shuttlesort procedure and it remains the shuttlesort 
even after he inserts the SWAP function. The Shell sort (a diminishing 
increment sort procedure) is much more efficient than the 
Shuttlesort. 


Let me suggest that Mr. Hurst and others read Sorting Algorithms 
for Microcomputers by Terry Barron and George Diehr in the May 1983 
issue of Byte magazine. Here valid time comparisons between the 
shuttlesort and Shell sort algorithms are made. | believe that if Mr. 
Hurst uses the Shell sort algorithm as found in this article together 
with the SWAP function, he will see even further time improvements 
in his sorts. 

Also, | believe that Dr. Donald L. Shell would be “‘out of sorts” if he 
heard Mr. Hurst’s historical speculations on how the Shell sort got its 
name. 

Paul D. Bullock 
Monroeville, PA 
* ez e# & & 2 


| just received my first issue of FOGHORN, [apparently the 
Sept.issue, judging from the following] and would like to thank you 
and all of the members of FOG for this excellent and useful publica- 
tion. | have been an Osborne 1 owner about one year now, and have 
the greatest respect for my computer. After reading this issue, | 
thought that perhaps | could answer — or at least shed a little light 
on — several questions, and ask a few of my own. 
1) On releasing names of members: 

| am in favor of giving out the names of FOG members who might 
logically be interested in joining an Affiliated Member Organization 
(AMO). As a semi-officer (Program Chairman) of our newly organized 
AMO, | am, of course, slightly prejudiced. 








2) On the keyboard problem: 

The caplock pawl problem is not unique to the tan case versions. 
My Blue case model suffers the same malady. Sometimes the key will 
latch for more than a day, and other times it will slip in less than ten 
seconds. [See Tony Loveall’s fix, below. Davia] 


3) On OSMOS: 

The SD disks are tiny, and my dealer says that my machine is too 
new for factory upgrade to Double Density. He cannot even get parts 
to perform the upgrade. As | see it, my answer is either to learn 
enough about CP/M to buy an outboard 8” drive system and inter- 
face it or try OSMOS. The OSMOS 1, 4, and 5 group for $385.00 looks 
good. Has anybody heard anything about this 80 column accessory? 


4) On Bob Scott’s letter, and the editor’s notes: 

PIP might not do exactly what you expect, particularly with 8 bit 
data--as in .COM files, etc. From what | have read, you are restricted 
to somewhere between 10k and 14k files without having problems 
with losing data as disk accesses are made. In addition, proofread- 
ing a file of 8 bit data is difficult. MICROCOMPUTING published a patch 
for PIP to make it use ‘‘a simple half-duplex protocol: the originating 
device sends a character and then waits until it receives a character, 
while the receiving device gets a character and then echoes it back.”’ 
That takes care of file sizes, but still doesn’t help with 8 bit data. 
They suggested using a public domain utility UNLOAD.COM to create 
an INTEL hex file, then PIPing that. | am sending FOG a copy of that 
article--| have the impression that it may be public domain--for them 
to check out and use as they find appropriate. 

On his offer to help with questions on the OKIDATA 92--How do you 
get proportional spacing on it. The literature | got from them had 
samples of it, but every time | write them they sidestep this question. 


5) On the BDOS/BAD SECTOR errors. 

On my single density machine, | also get lots of them. None of them 
are true — rereading has always done ok. These errors seem to come 
in pairs, two every 200 to 400 disc accesses. IDEAS Anyone? 


6) On Jonathan Angel’s questions about UNSPOOL.COM 

| haven't tried UNSPOOL, so this is just a guess. Use the option 
when printing the WS file for the output to go to a disk file. Use 
UNSPOOL to print this file — it should have everything that the 
printer wants, exactly as you have defined it when you installed 
WordStar. Try this. Write a really short file — just a couple of lines — 
with lots of printer control characters. Print it to disk, and use 
UNSPOOL to print it to your printer. If this doesn’t work, use CP/M’s 
dump to look at it, and see if your printer control characters are there. 
lf everything works except the font problem, first PIP the file to a new 
name using the option, which will (Zero the parity bit used by 
WordStar to indicate the last character of most words. It should not 
be set on the printer output file, but who knows??? 

2/) On other computers: 

Do any of you hardware buffs know of a cheap (read this public 
domain) compiler or CP/M cross compiler (preferably C), that pro- 
duces 8048 object code? 

Again, let me thank you for an excellent publication. KEEP UP THE 
GOOD WORK!!! 

George W. Bynum 
Greenville, SC 
*e* ese 8&2 & 8 & & 


Articles in the FOGHORN indicate clearly that many of the writers 
have excellent technical skills for programming computers. | suspect 
that any of the same persons are very capable in the area of maintain- 
ing and repairing computers. 

As the stock of Osbornes in use grows and ages, maintenance and 
repair is becoming a more pertinent topic than it was during the rosy 
90-day warranty period. 

Please consider inviting or commissioning articles on procedures 
that the technically oriented user could use as a basis for undertak- 
ing maintenance of his or her machine. While procedures involving 
Specialized electronic equipment unavailable to the average person 
may be irrelevant, | suspect there are several procedures related to 

cont. on page 10 
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the mechanical aspects of the system and to the preparation of ca- 

bles, etc. from which readers could benefit. Such articles should be 

quite specific, if possible, as to the requirement for special equip- 
ment, supplies, etc. 

Michael Rulison, President 

Raleigh Osborne Computer Club (R.0.C.C.) 

RALEIGH NC 


And so | do (invite such articles). | am just such a user and, with 
two O-1s of my own, | am very much interested in learning about 
maintenance and repair. As a matter of fact Mike, | remember read- 
ing, in the Sept. R.0.C.C. PILE, of a disk drive checking and calibrat- 
ing workshop in your area. How did it go? David 

e*$eeekee# wk & 


MMMph! September FOGHORN have much good info, kemosabe! | 

- would like to add a couple of comments to the excellent discussion 

about OTERM4 by Donald Smith and toss out two questions. First, 

the questions: 

1. Can somebody at the Deli or anywhere else vouch for lan 

Kitching’s OSMOSIS comments about Osborne charging $125 for 
a main logic board swap, but raising the ante to $500 if it has been 
modified? If he is correct, | certainly would be leary of installing 
the OSBAUD, which | was planning to do. 

[ This was the rule but | suggest that you check with your local ser- 

vice agency for any new quidelines in this post Chapter 11 world. — 

Gale] 

2. Is there any reason | shouldn’t run my non-MPI drives at a 12 milli- 
second step rate instead of the default 20 ms? They certainly run 
much quicker, and quieter [sic]. (The familiar BRRRRRAPPP that 
accompanies a long head seek is gone, replaced by a barely au- 
dible hiss.) | wonder if 20ms was the recommended step rate for 
this drive, or if Osborne just picked it to accommodate “worst 


Wadsworth Electronic Publishing Company 


VWVFY BLY BARPENSIVE 
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE? 
WITH THE KEY-SY-KEY SERIES 
YOUR COMPUTER CAN DO 
WHAT YOU MEANT IT TO DO— 
SAVE MONEY 


THE KEY-BY-KEY SERIES 
by Sheldon Philips and Brian King 


THE KEY-BY-KEY SERIES takes you beyond the 
users manual to show you exactly how to set up the 
practical, usable financial system you need. Easy 
step-by-step instructions illustrate how to take full 
advantage of the computing powers of VisiCalc and 
SuperCalc and build a fully integrated GLAS—general 
ledger accounting system—that can be saved on disk 
and used as needed. 


VisiCalc owners, SuperCalc owners, and Osborne 
computer owners will find a KEY-BY-KEY workoook 
written specifically for them for General Ledger 
Accounting and Payroll. Soon to become available: 
Accounts Receivable and Accounts Payable. 


Look for these WEPCO products at your local 
computer dealer or bookstore. 


Osborne Computer is a registered trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation. 





spec’ cases. If anyone else wants to try this out, just POKE a value 

of 01 into location EF13, using BASIC or DDT. | patched a version 

of XDIR to accomplish this, and to clear the screen. Then using 

SETAUTO.COM (in the library) | set the boot vector on all my ap- 

plications disks to XDIR, so the process is automatic, and | get a 

directory on a cold boot to boot, so to speak. 

Now, as for OTERM, the directory display which Mr. Smith men- 
tioned in his article can be cleared with a <CTRL> 6. This will also 
cancel any other special purpose display (log, type, etc.). The prob- 
lem of terminal lockup can be cured by turning the line prompt off 
(DELAY NOCHDLY) until just before file transmission. It should also 
be shut off after a file transmission. This can be speeded up consid- 
erably by using function key assignments. Using the Osborne SETUP 
program, just program your commonly used OTERM commands, 
preceding them with the <ESC> 1 sequence, the function key will 
be transmitted. This, in conjunction with the WAIT command, .is 
handy for doing automatic logon, password entry, etc. To activate 
your function key form OTERM type <CTRL> 3 then the function 
key you wish (just the number, NOT <CTRL> number, as you would 
normally do). For example, to shut off the upper display window, you 
type <CTRL> 6, but to use function key 6 you type <CTRL> 36. 
Release the <CTRL> button before typing the 6. <CTRL> 2 will 
also do the trick, but it will prompt you for the key you want. Again, 
just type the number, followed by a RETURN in this case. 

Bob Scott 
Marina, CA 
e*ekkkk & 


GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 
SYSTEM FOR SUPERCALC $19.95 
PAYROLL FOR SUPERCALC $19.95 | 


GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 

SYSTEM FOR OSBORNE COMPUTERS $19.95 
PAYROLL FOR OSBORNE COMPUTERS 
$19.95 


GENERAL LEDGER ACCOUNTING 


SYSTEM FOR VISICALC $19.95 
PAYROLL FOR VISICALC $19.95 


Wadsworth Electronic Publishing ompan 


(oH OF: WA OY dhY= ee = l=) (an rolale California, 94002 


SuperCalc is a registered trademark of Sorcim Corporation. VisiCalc is a registered trademark of Visicorp. 
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Keyboard Fix 

| noticed in a recent addition of the Portable Companion that some 
Osborne users are still having a problem with the Alpha lock key on 
their keyboard. [Boy, that’s an understatement!| We solved this very 
simply on our unit by removing the top of the key and slipping a small 
0-ring around the main body of the key, including the small pawl that 
locks the key down. This gives the pawl enough strength to hold the 
key down until released. 

The fix is simple and cheap. A $0.20 O-ring and a little patience in 
slipping it on the key body takes care of the problem. 

George A. (Tony) Loveall, Jr. 


Waterloo, IA 


_ [Thanks Tony, I’m going to try your fix. | wish you had given the part 
number/description of the O-ring, but when I find it, you'll all get it. 
Now, who has a do-it-yourself fix for a lazy B drive like the one Wil- 
liam Sullivan and | have (and probably many others). Mine insists (the 
first time | try to use it each session) that | have an “Unformatted 
disk” and awards me the BDOS ERROR for being so foolish. But, hav- 
ing tried to use the drive seems to “un-stick” it and after RESETTING 
to clear the BDOS ERROR, the drive accepts the disk without ever 
admitting that there was nothing wrong with it in the first place. | 
haven’t opened this new Ozzie to investigate because it is (or was) 
under warranty until Nov. 22nd. Davia 
& 2 # & & SB RB 


Dear Membership, 

| have a keyboard problem. | hope someone can give me a Clue that 
will help me solve it myself, since my warranty seems to be in jeop- 
ardy (or worse). 

First, | noticed that the V doesn’t work everytime | use it. Then | 
noticed that the C has the same problem. HMMMM! They are right 
next to each other (’?). 

Now, after using it for a month, | find that the C and V problem is 
less of a problem (though still there), and that the real annoying prob- 
lem is the ~C. About every other time | try to send a ~C, nothing hap- 
pens! | can bang on the keys; no use. Then all of a sudden it works. 
The next time | need ~C, it may work at the sliyhtest touch... as it 
should. While in the ‘‘no go” situation, the C key works by itself. And 
the CTRL key always works with all other commands! | am editing 
this issue of the FOGHORN using the keyboard from my old tan case 
Ozzie; no problem with this configuration. The problem must be in the 
keyboard. Any ideas? 

David Oates 
&e &*© #2 &@ &@ 8 & 


Diablo 630 etc. 

This is just a brief note to thank you Gale for your help in interfac- 
ing the 0-1 (early model) to a Diablo 630 printer. As we discussed, 
this particular setup has been a source of confusion, as evidenced by 
numerous letters to the FOGHORN in the past. My particular situation 
was aggravated by the lack of a printer manual; even the articles in 
Portable Companion were of little direct help without the knowledge of 
pin assignments, etc. Anyway here is the final solution for a current 
model of Diablo 630: | 
1. Connect pin 11 on the Diablo to pin 20 on the 0-1; all other pin 

settings are normal RS 232C. 

2. INSTALL WordStar for a Diablo 1640/1650, NO communications 
protocol, and CP/M List (LST) output driver. 
3. Use SETUP to configure the disk for STANDARD SERIAL printer. 

The result is a beautiful microspace justified test, with NO buffer 
overflow, at approximately 40 cps, with complete sub- and super- 
script capabilities. My former printer was an Olivetti ET-121 Elec- 
tronic typewriter, which smoked along at 12 cps, with no logic or 1/2 
space scrolling. Installing that machine as a backspacing teletype 
printer was fine, given the printer’s capabilities. 

FOGHORN has been a tremendous source of information and help to 
me, especially in terms of WordStar and MBASIC, both of which we 
use extensively in our business. Today | applied D. M. Hurst's tips on 
WordStar patching (System Notes, July) to get a 128 character line 





length without wraparound, and was greeted by an imposing 
“WARNING!” statement about possible bugs, etc., but the modifica- 
tion seems to be working fine. The only apparent change is that the 
hard carriage returns now appear at the left side of the text instead of 
the right (which may prove to be an improvement). Of course, the 
ridiculous double spacing appearance when using right margins 
greater than 78 is now (thankfully) gone. 

| would like to add a remark about modems. After an agonizing 
search for information similar to that described above for printer info, 
| received exactly the information | needed, to interface with the Con- 
trol Data Corporation NOS System, from the WIZARD of OsZ. | was 
trying to use the O-1 as a terminal, and neither OCC, CDC or my local 
O-1 reps could help me in getting a Signalman Mark V (using WIZ- 
ARD’s PLINK software) to talk to CDC. As it turned out, CDC speaks 
half-duplex, but the Signalman speaks only full-duplex. The WIZARD 
figured that out in less than 5 minutes; well worth the $50 software 
charge, just for the advice! Now we use a Star acoustic modem and 
PLINK to transmit text files and serve as a terminal to CDC, saving us 
untold hours and hassles in running main-frame, noise modeling 
problems. | guess this shows that sometimes it pays to buy software, 
if only for good advice, technical support, and an understandable 
manual. | should add that we tried MODEM and its variants in the 
FOG library, but the documentation was confusing to tyros. 

Once again, thanks for your help. | am looking forward to more info 
on user experience with the Osmosis DD and 80-column boards, as 
we are definitely in the market, but can’t afford to lose the use of Ozzie 


for two (or more) weeks. 


Jim Buntin 
Carmichael, CA 
2 2 8 2 @ B B 


l’d like to make a few comments about Donald Smith’s excellent 
article “THE TERMINAL EMULATION PROGRAM” which appeared in 
the Sept. ’83 issue of FOGHORN and describe Michael Rubenstien’s 
super smart terminal program for the Osborne 1, OTERM. 


1) In reference to the last paragraph on page 19, the help menus DO 


display all possible commands. If the user first enters ~ 1 and then 
<cr> all of the possible major commands will be displayed. If the 
user then (or at any time following a ~ 1) enters one of the major 
commands, such as “delay” all of the default settings will be dis- 
played. If at this time a ?<cr>> is entered then all of the possibili- 
ties for that major command will be displayed. 

2) In reference to the next to the last paragraph on page 21, you can 
resume using the entire screen for terminal use after using the 
directory command by entering “6 which clears the directory from 
the top half of the screen followed by the “clear’’ command which 
erases the entire screen and homes the cursor. Alternately a ~L 
(ASCII form feed) will also erase the screen. 

3) Be sure that OTERM version 405 is being distributed by our library. 

As far as | know this version is virtually bug free. 

Lenny Jacobs 
Long Island Osborne Network 
ee & &@ & & & 


Secret Terminal Menu 
In response to Bob Scott’s question, on page 9 of the September 
FOGHORN, the ‘Secret Terminal Menu’ in WordStar’s INSTALL pro- 
gram can be accessed by pressing <CTRL> S$ while in any of the 
“Terminal Menu” sections. 
Gregory Kliot 
Brooklyn, NY 


* &# & &@ & & @ 


POKE 
| would like to know how and or where | could find a listing of some 
of the poke codes that can be used with the Osborne 1 and MBASIC. 
Could you please be of some assistance to me? 
Philip D. Frantz 
Friendsville, MD 


ee £2 & & 8 & 
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Getting to Know You, 
Getting to Know All About You 


Kate Jamerson 


This was written in support of a computer awareness program at the 
Weyerhaeuser Company’s Project Management & Engineering Di- 
vision. This division purchased Osbornes and Apples in order to in- 
troduce their employees to computers. They were encouraged to 
check out the computers and use them for any purpose. These notes 
were used in class to introduce a wide variety of people to the 
Osborne | computer and to CP/M. Over 120 people out of 180 in the 
Division were exposed to the Osborne and to CP/M through this pro- 
gram. WordStar, SuperCalc and MBasic were similarly introduced. 
[This assumes you have a blue case, Osborne 71.] 


Setting up the Osborne. 

Turn it right side up. Open the latches and lay the keyboard flat. 
Slide the plate on top of the computer open.(for air) 

Pluggin’ things in. 

At the back of the computer is a door. Inside the door, you will find 
a cord, a switch, a fuse, and a socket. Plug the cord into the wall and 
the socket. Turn the switch and ignore the fuse(we hope!). 

The Green Screen. 

The screen is your window into the computer. It is 24 rows by 52 
columns, but you can see more if you wish. All you have to do is use 
the control key(CTRL) and the arrow keys and the screen will scroll. 
Presto, Chango, you can now see up to 32 lines by 128 columns. 
Pressing any key will return the screen to its original position. 
Playing on the Keyboard. 

The keyboard is much like a typewriter. You will note a few dif- 
ferences. One of the basic differences is the repeatability of all keys. 
You cannot be heavy-handed! If you are, you may notice peculiar 
things happening. Do not hold the keys down. Touch and release. 

Another basic difference between the typewriter and most com- 
puter keyboards is the way in which the shift lock key works. Unlike 
the typewriter, which in shift lock gives you the special characters 
when you press the number key, the computer will still give you the 
number and you must press the shift key to get the special char- 
acters (even though in shift lock mode). 

There is an ESC key. Most of you will not use it. There is also a 
CTRL(control) key. You will use this in scrolling, Wordstar, and to get 
Special things done for you in various systems. You will also find four 
arrow keys on the right side of the keyboard. These are used for mov- 
ing you around on the screen in WordStar and SuperCalc. Other than 
these keys, things are fairly common. You may find the special char- 
acters in a slightly different place than on your typewriter, but you'll 
get used to it. 

If you RESET, you may REGRET!! 

At the right front side of the computer, you will find a small black 
button. This button is called RESET. You should know that when you 
push this button, all work in the computer memory is gone, gone, 
gone!! This does not mean that work you have put on the diskettes is 
gone. You will have the latest saved version out there. It is sometimes 
necessary to press this button. If you are changing system diskettes 
(e.g. WordStar to SuperCalc), you must RESET. If all else fails you, 


‘press RESET. /n most cases, this is equivalent to turning the computer off 


and on again. 
Biscuits and Diskettes. 

Diskettes are the bread and butter of your personal computer but 
please don’t butter them. They are where you store programs, letters, 


lists, systems, etc. They are to be handled with care. Don’t fold, staple 


or mutilate! Basic rules are: 

1. When not in the disk drive, keep them in the envelope. 

2. Do not touch recording surface at any time. 

3. Do not eat, drink or smoke around diskettes. 

4. Do not write on them with pencil or ball point pen. - 

9. Place into the computer with the long slot toward the back, and the 
Side notch to the left. 

6. The side notch is called a ‘Write Protect’ notch and when it is 
covered, the disk is protected against being written upon. Do not 
ae write protect tabs unless you are sure you know what you are 

oing. 

7. Never remove a diskette from the computer while the red light is on 
(disk activity light) 

8. When you carry the computer home, etc., put a diskette in each 
drive to protect the mechanism. 

9. And last, but not least, label your disks with your name and 
contents. | 


The Osborne | has two disk drives, A and B. The A drive is the left 
drive and B is the right. The letters are embossed into the plastic 
case just below the drives. 


Turning on to Your Computer 


First Things First, Turn it On! 

Make sure that the computer is plugged in and then turn it on. 
Remember that the switch is in the back panel. You shouldn't have 
diskettes in the drives when you do this, but don’t panic if you forgot, 
it will probably be all right. The computer will beep at you, telling you 
that it is on and ready to accept commands. The screen takes a few 
seconds to warm up So that you can read it, but with a system disk in 
drive A you can hit return if you wish. This will load the diskette in 
drive A. When the screen does show up, you will see a message tell- 
ing you to put the system diskette in Drive a and press return. 

When you do this, the system disk will load and you will get appro- 
priate messages depending upon the system. 

HELP, HELP, HELP 

As we are talking CP/M here, we will discuss the screen that ap- 
pears when you load the CP/M diskette. This is a list of HELP mes- 
sages. To get HELP on a Subject, you press the letter key associated 
with that subject. Play around with it, it’s fun! 

Tracking on down. 

A diskette is the place where all computer information is stored for 
future retrieval. In order for the computer to store, and later retrieve, 
the information/programs the diskette must first be formatted. Each 
diskette has 40 tracks on which to write information. These tracks 
are conceptually like the grooves on a phonograph record. They tell 
the system where the “music” can be recorded. The tracks are com- 
posed of sectors. All this won’t mean too much to you now, but keep it 
in the back of your head. 

You is that you must have a formatted disk before you can write 
anything on it. With your CP/M system disk in drive A, type COPY 
and then a RETURN. Refer to Chapter 2 of the manual for formatting. 
Copying the Osborne 

When you have important things on your disk, anu you want a 
backup copy, you may want to just copy the whole disk. To do this, 
put the CP/M system disk in Drive A, type in COPY and follow in- 
structions. Don’t take the chance of losing hours of work! 


At long last, CP/M 


Is it larger than a breadbox? 

What is it? CP/M is short for Control Program for 
Microprocessors. It is an operating system that allows you to per- 
form many functions dealing with your computer. It was the first op- 
erating system for microprocessors, and is still the most popular. 
But why?, Mom? 

An operating system is like a telephone exchange. You know it is 
there, but it is rare that you have to pay any attention to it. It stands 
between you and the actual hardware and gives you services that you 
can use if you need them. 

These services include file naming, copying, logging, directories, 
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HELP, assembling, editing, statistics, etc. 
Name it, or lose it. a, . 

The only way that information can be kept from session to session 
is by saving it to a “file” on a diskette. The various systems tell you 
how to do this. However, you must name the files in order to save 
them and to keep track of them. In CP/M, the file name Is all impor- 
tant. File names in CP/M have three basic components, one tran- 
sient, the other two permanent. 

These are: 

1 2 3 

A: FILENAME .TYP 


1. This is the drive designator. It is transient, that is, it applies only 
at the time of reading/ writing the file. It is not a permanent part 
of the file name. 

2. This is the name that differentiates your file from others of the 
same type. It can be any combination of eight 
characters /numbers. There are a few special characters which 
can be used. Don’t use a blank, it will be accepted but gives 
misleading results on retrieval. 


3. This is a 0 to 3 letter file type. It follows the period dot (if any). | 


You might want to use .TXT or .MEM for documents or memos. 
The BASIC programs are .BAS, SUPERCALC files are .CAL and 
system programs are .COM, for example. 

Keeper of the files.(DIR, XDIR) 

Who keeps track of my files, you say. Well, in the long run, you do. 
But there are a couple of CP/M directives that allow you to do this 
easily. 

DIR This command typed in as shown will give you a list of all files 

on drive A. 

DIR B: This will do the same for drive B: 

XDIR This will give you a list of all Drive A files, their sizes, and the 

_ total space used on a disk, and the total remaining space. 

XDIR B: Does the same for Drive B 
Magic Keys 

Some keys perform functions for you when pressed while holding 
the CTRL(~) key down. Some of these are: 

“Pp Toggles the printer on/off 

S Stops the screen display so you can read it (any key 
restarts) 

_ Deletes the left character in Wordstar 

C Performs a warm boot or interrupts a process 

U Cancels a line and is ready for retyping 

Z Interrupts along screen display 


There are a few “function keys” which can be set up (Using 
SETUP) for each system. These are operated by using CTRL(”) and a 
number key. For CP/M, a good start would be: 

“4-DIR 
“2. - XDIR 
“3 - XDIR B: 
Some keys | have found useful for WordStar are: 
“1-%as (Beginning of Line) 
“2-“an (End of Line) 
“3- “ar (Beginning of File) 
“4-“ac (End of File) 
“5—“ LBH2D (Edit Document Mode on Drive B: with HELP set to 
level 2) 
“6 -—“LBH2N (Edit Non-Document Mode on Drive B: with HELP 
set to level 2) | 
“7 —*oR51<CR)” ad B (Reformat Document to line length 51) 
“g—“or65(CR)” a0 B (Reformat Document to line length 65) 
And some more for MBASIC are: 
“4 — RUN(CR) 


A 


>» yd dD Dd 
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You are the boss (commands) 
The commands for CP/M that you will find useful are: 
DIR Disk Directory 


XDIR Extended Disk Directory 

PIP Peripheral Interchange Program 

ERA Erase a disk file 

REN Rename a disk file 

COPY Copy a complete disk or format a new disk 


There are a few others which will be used by the more advanced 
user and they are described in the manual (as these are). 
it’s a PIP! 

The PIP (Peripheral Interchange Program) program (you will hear 
people talking about ‘‘PIPPING”’ things) allows you to control the con- 
tents of your disks. With it you can, copy a file from one disk to an- 
other or on the same disk (changing the name, of course), copy all 
files from one disk to another, copy all files of one type to another 
disk, list a file to the console (or to your printer) and more (See your 
User’s Manual). 

Here's how: 

Copy one file from current disk in A to B 
AYPIP B:=A: filename. typ 
Copy all files from A to B : 
With CP/M system disk in drive A, and your target disk in 
drive B 

Hit CTRL C 

A)PIP<cr) 

* (will appear) 

Now put the disk in A that you want to copy from and type 

B:=A:*.*(cr) 

Copy all BAS files from A to B 
With CP/M system disk in drive A, and your target disk in 
drive B 

Hit CTRL C 

A)PIP<{cr) 

* (will appear) 

Now put the disk ir A that you want to copy from and type 

B:=A:*.BAS<cr) 


Note: Put Vat the end of your PIP command and the program will ver- 
ify that your copy was error free. 


Boots and Socks 

You will hear terms like “warm boot’ and “cold boot’. These 
terms are derived from the early days of computers when we didn’t 
have things like ROMs to start our computers going. In fact, we didn’t 
even have systems like CP/M. In those days, we performed (man- 
ually) an operation called a Bootstrap (from the term “pulling yourself 
up by your own bootstraps’). This bootstrap consisted of entering 
the instructions which would program the computer to read a card 
deck or magnetic tape (or paper tape) and thus get going. 

These terms are important only in the sense of knowing what hap- 
pens. A “cold boot” is what happens when you turn the machine on 
(or press RESET) and press return. It is a complete reboot of the sys- 
tem. The RESET button behaves a little differently than the ON/OFF 
Switch, but you can discover that later. 

A “warm boot” happens when you hit ~C in CP/M. It logs in both 
disk drives (you may have changed them) and resets certain 
counters that are important to it. Some programs perform “warm 
boots’ within them, but only you can perform a ‘‘cold boot”’. 

The End 

The end result of this session depends upon you. If you take a 
computer home or to your desk and do something meaningful to you 
with it, you will retain a lot of this information (or at least, retain 
where to find it). This is the end of a beginning. 


Kate Jamerson is President of Jamerson Associates, Inc., a consult- 
ing firm in Washington State. She is also Co-Chairman of the South 


King County Users’ Group(SKOG) and Vice-Chairman of th 
Osborne Group(TOG). é Tacoma 


*e# &# & & & & 
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TXTSAVER 


by Claude Ostyn 
This program allows’ you to save any text in memory after a 
WordStar crash. It will create a file called “SALVAGED.TXT”’ on drive 
A or B (your choice). 
If the text was longer than what may fit in memory, all of it will not 


_ be recovered by TXTSAVER. With any luck, you will find the remain- 


der in files with the $$$ extension on your working diskette. 

Note that WordStar deletes any fiies with the $$$ extension when it 
terminates itself after a fatal error, so when the error happens, DO 
NOT ALLOW WORDSTAR TO TERMINATE. 

DO NOT TURN OFF YOUR COMPUTER. If you turn off the power, 
memory contents will be lost forever! 

Do NOT press any keyboard key if you see a “FATAL ERROR” mes- 
sage; press “RESET” instead, then reboot with another disk which 
does NOT contain AUTOST.COM or equivalent program. Most pro- 
grams will erase the contents of memory which you are trying to 
save. When you see the A> prompt, put the disk with 
TXTSAVER.COM in drive A, type TXTSAVER and follow the instruc- 
tions on the screen. If TXTSAVER crashes because of a disk error, 
there was probably not enough room on your disk, so try again with 
another disk. Rename the .$$$ files on your working disk, and you 
can restart WordStar. 


NOTES FOR WORDSTAR 3.x USERS 
Before assembling TXTSAVER.ASM, you must change one equate 
statement. See the comment at the beginning of the ASM file. 


; SAVER by Claude Ostyn 

; July 13, 1983 

; This program salvages text file in memory after 

; aWordStar crash. 

- Contents of text buffer is saved under the name 
‘* SALVAGED. TXT’ ' 


; Rev. July 21, 1983 to make compatible with 
; WordStar 3.x (see txtbuffr equate below) 


; EQUATES 


cr equ Odh 

lf equ = Oah 

ctr1z equ Jah 

; BDOS functions 

wconf equ 2 ;write character to console 
rconf equ 6 -direct input from console 
pbuf f equ 9 ;print a line to console 
rbuf f equ 10 -read console buffer 

- CP/M disk access functions 

initf equ ie - initialize BDOS 

openf equ 15 ;open file 

Closf equ 16 -Close file 

findf equ 17 : find file 

delef equ 19 ;delete file 

writf equ a -write one record 

make f equ 22 -create file 

sdmaf equ 26 -set DMA function 

- CP/M addresses 

boot equ 0 :cold boot 

drive equ boot+4 -current drive 

bdos equ bootts :BDOS entry for calls 


tpatop 
tfcb 
fcbex 
fcbs2 
fcber 
tbuf f 
tpa 


;adjust here for WordStar version: 


equ 
equ 
equ 
equ 
equ 
equ 
equ 


boot+7 
5ch 
tfcb+12 
tfcb+14 
tfcb+32 
80h 
boot+100h 


- 846dh for WordStar 3.x 


txtbuf fr 


; CP/M flags 
bdaok 
bderr 


; START HERE 


Start: 


Sstart3: 


done: 


equ 


equ 
equ 


732 1h 


tpa 


sp, Stak 
drive 
drsav 
d,sinon 
comsg 
prepfcb 
d,drprompt 
comsg 
drsel 

cr 

done 

0 

Start3 
tfeb 

d, prompt 
comsg 
drname 
cout 

d, promptk 
comsg 
chrin 

put 
errorflag 
0 

start3 

cd, jaifini 
comsg 
drsav 
drive 
boot 


; Read file name into outfcb 


prepfcb: 


movename : 


; Write from * ‘buffer’’ 


lxi 
lxi 
mvi 


mov 
stax 
inx 
inx 
der 
mov 
cpi 
jnz 
ret 


h, filename 
d,tfcb+1 
oe ia 


a,C 
0 
movename 


to disk 


sey ee 


;MSB of top memory 

-transient file control block 
; file extent 

; system use in FCB 

;current record in FCB 

; transient buffer 

- TPA 


7321h for WordStar 2.x 


-WordStar text buffer 


;BDOS return for all OK 
;BDOS return error flag 


-set up user’s stack 
-Ssave initial drive selected 


;with sign-on message 


;get the fcb ready 
;get drive for write 


get a valid drive select 


-if (return), exit 


;if no good, try again 
;set designator into fcb 
-point to disk in prompt 
sand print first part 


;complete with drive name 
-and end of promt 


;get any key 


-write the file to disk 


error encountered, try again 


-restore initial drive 


:point to filename 
;point to fcb name area 
-set counter 


cont. on page 19 





THE WORD'S OUT! 


vo Good Friends 
ust Patched Up Their Differences 


WordStar and your Dot Matrix printer have been your WordPatch bridges the differences between WordStar 
| best companions in communications. And rightly so. and your Dot Matrix printer, enhancing both. Now you 
| WordStar set the standard for high-powered performance can communicate every important detail, emphasis, 
| in word processing, while the Dot Matrix printer leads in = chart and technical notation graphically in your busi- 
high-speed, versatile and graphic printing. ness writing. With letter-quality copy. With WordPatch. 
When you have both, however, you still cannot write In professional word processing documentation, 
provocative and professional letters and reports. Because __ three’s company: WordStar, WordPatch, and your Dot 
WordStar alone does not allow you to take full advantage Matrix printer. Get your WordPatch today. For only 
of your Dot Matrix printer. You need Wordpatch. $49.95. Call us now toll free for the dealer nearest you. 
_— 800-832-2244 
(In California, call 800-732-2311) 
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CALENDAR | 





Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of organization 
officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (November ist for December issue).For a list of 
other groups, see “CONTACTS later in this issue, in: back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG 


offices. Please include a note with your geographical area. 


Day 
1st Tu 


1st W 
1 Th 


each Th 
1st F 

1st Sa 
1st Su 
1stM 
and Ty 


and W 


2d Th 


each Th 
| ond F 

2nd Sa 

2nd Su 


and iy 
3'¢ Tu 


3d W 


34 Th 


‘Nov 


Date 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 


Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 10 
Nov 11 
Nov 12 
Nov 13 
Nov 13 
Nov 14 
Nov 14 
Nov 14 
Nov 15 
Nov 16 
Nov 16 
Nov 16 
Nov 16 
Nov 16 
Nov 17 
Nov 17 


co | | CO! CO/| GO| CO] CO] CO] ~| @/! | BB] ow] ew] w] wlowl] pr] a] a 


City 

Oberlin, OH 
Santa Maria, CA 
Stockton, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Santa Clara, CA 
W. Lafayette, IN 
Denver, CO 
Orlando, FL 
Wiesbaden Germany 
Lexington, KY 
Fresno, CA 
Milwaukee, WI 
Ames, IA 

Mill Valley, CA 
Memphis, TN 
Lincoln, NE 
Atascadero, CA 
Omaha, NE 
Vancouver, BC 
Oakland, CA 
Davis, CA 

San Francisco, CA 
Sioux City, IA 
Modesto, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Salinas, CA 
Bangkok Thailand 
Amarillo, TX 
Miami, FL 
Evansville, IL 
Fort Smith, AR 
Toronto, Ont 
Cincinnati, OH 
Ann Arbor, Ml 
Oak Ridge, TN 
Humboldt, CA 
Las Vegas, NV 
Austin, TX 
Orlando, FL 
Provo, UT 
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A.M.O. 
“Ob Os 
SMOG 
SOG 
CFLOG 

1st FOG SV 
HOG 

DOG 
GOOUG 
AGOG 
KOG 

FROG 
MILWOG 
Midwest FOG 
MOG 

MOG 
L-LOG 
CCOG 
OACP/MUG 
VPCC 
East Bay FOG 
DOG 

SF FOG 
SLOG 

Tule FOG 
GOOUG 
MBAOCUG 
BOG 

POG 
GCOUG 
E-OSBUG 
AFOG 
TASOFOG 
COG 
TOGA? 
SMOG 
HOG 

VOG 
AEIOU 
GOOUG 
UFOG 


Time 

7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 

12:00n 
2:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 


7:00pm 
7:00pm 
1:00pm 
2:30pm 
1:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
6:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 


Address 

Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 
Allstate Savings & Loan, 401 South Broadway 
Allen’s Computerland | 


Orlando Utilities Commission Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 


5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway 
CONFIRM 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Hainerberg Cafeteria 

Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 
Fresno County Library, 2420 Mariposa 

Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm E495, Univ. of WI 


lowa State (old engineering annex) West Lincoln Way 


West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 
34th Floor, Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Room 


Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52" & St. Paul 


Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 

CONFIRM 

Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 
B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street | 

Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ Street 

St. Aidan’s Church, Diamond Heights & Goldmine 
Morningside Coll., Charles City Hall Rm 101 
CONFIRM 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

12250 Alp Circle 

Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 

F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 
Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oaklyn & Lynch 
CONFIRM — 

CONFIRM 

Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 
Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of MI, 1103 East Huron St 
CONFIRM 

Room 126 Science Bldg., Humboldt State 

Las Vegas Library, 1726 East Charleston 

Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 
Continued next page 
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Contact No. 
216-775-8290 
805-937-1128 
209-473-8440 
305-298-8576 
415-856-0954 
317-743-5275 
303-934-1407 
305-273-5335 
0612-213276 
606-623-1884 
209-683-2252 
414-691-4241 
515-266-8764 
415-331-3472 
901-795-5017 
402-472-1392 
805-466-8311 | 
402-348-0440 
604-298-6990 
415-834-9346 
916-756-2967 
415-334-2851 
712-252-2182 
209-578-4909 
305-273-5335 
408-722-4272 
662-3 114966 
806-355-7509 
305-255-7391 
812-479-5108 
501-575-2980 
416-889-2072 
513-232-4076 
313-662-9026 
615-482-7919 
707-445-2074 
702-452-2544 
512-837-7539 
305-273-5335 
801-225-8293 


November, 1983 





Day 
3 Th 


each Th 
3" Sa 
3d M 


4th Tu 


4th Th 
each Th 
last Th 
4th Su 


4th Mi 
last W 
1 Th 


18 F 

1st Sa 
1st Su 
1s'M 
1st Tu 





1st W 
2nd Th 


2nd F 
2nd Sa 
2nd Su 


and M 


2nd Ty 


ond W 


© 
<p 
(?) 
CO | 0 | CO; CO; COUN | D/O) Om) &) G, PR] s] as] as] a et 


Dec 10 
Dec 11 
Dec 11 
Dec 14 
Dec 14 
Dec 14 
Dec 13 
Dec 13 
Dec 13 
Dec 13 
Dec 13 
Dec 13 
Dec 14 
Dec 14 


City 

Danbury, CT 
Santa Clara, CA 
College Station, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Orlando, FL 
Kenai, AK 
Wenatchee, WA 
Raleigh, NC 
Oberlin, OH 
Detroit, Ml 
Edmonton, Alb 
Wichita, KS 
Greenville, SC 
San Francisco, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Richmond, VA 
Amarillo, TX 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Mill Valley, CA 
Richland, WA 
Orlando, FL 
Orlando, FL 
Santa Clara, CA 
W. Lafayette, IN 
Denver, CO 
Wiesbaden Germany 
Lexington, KY 
Fresno, CA 
Milwaukee, WI 
Oberlin, OH 
Santa Maria, CA 
Stockton, CA 
Davis, CA 
Orlando, FL 
Sioux City, IA 
Modesto, CA 
Salinas, CA 
Bangkok Thailand 
Amarillo, TX 
Miami, FL 
Evansville, IL 
Fort Smith, AR 
Toronto, Ont 
Ames, IA 

Mill Valley, CA 
Memphis, TN 
Lincoln, NE 
Atascadero, CA 
Omaha, NE 
Vancouver, BC 
Oakland, CA 
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A.M.0. 
DOG 

1st FOG SV 
AGGNOG 
OUT 
CFLOG 
PenFOG 
WOG 
ROCC 
“Ob Os 
DeFOG 
KOG 

OPEK 
POGO 

SF FOG 
GOOUG 
CVOG 

POG 

TROG 
MOG 
TROG 
GOOUG 
CFLOG 

1st FOG SV 
HOG 

DOG 
AGOG 
KOG 

FROG 
MilWOG 
“Ob Os 
SMOG 
SOG 

DOG 
GOOUG 
SLOG 

Tule FOG 
MBAOCUG 
BOG 

POG 
GCOUG 
E-OSBUG 
AFOG 
TASOFOG 
Midwest FOG 
MOG 

MOG 
L-LOG 
CCOG 
OACP/MUG 
VPCC 


_ East Bay FOG 


Time 


7:30pm 
5:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
10:00am 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
2:30pm 
2:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:30pm 
8:00pm 
7:00pm 
12:00n 
2:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 


7:00pm 
1:00pm 
2:30pm 
1:00pm 
6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
6:00pm 


Address 

CONFIRM | 

5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. 

Micro Systems, 2010 South 68th East Ave 

Orlando Utilities Commission Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 
Room V1711, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 
Computer Systems Marketing, 1030 North Wenatchee 
CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 
Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 


Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 


Alberta Vocational College, 10215 — 108 Street 
St. Paul’s Methodist Church, 13th & Broadway 
Computer Dynamics, 1540 Wade Hampton Blvd. 
Date changed to Nov 10 St. Aidan’s Church 
CONFIRM — Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 
CONFIRM — Meeting Room, Cloverleaf Mall 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 
(Temporary) Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 
West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

1776 Fowler 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 

Orlando Utilities Comm. Bldg. 500 S. Orange Ave 
5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 
Computerland, 1020 Sagamore Parkway 
CONFIRM 

Hainerberg Cafeteria 

Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 
Fresno County Library, 2420 Mariposa 

Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm E495, Univ. of WI 
Lower level, Main Library, Oberlin College 
Allstate Savings & Loan, 401 South Broadway 
Allen’s Computerland 

Davis Science Center, 525 ‘C’ Street 

Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 
Morningside Coll., Charles City Hall Rm 101 
CONFIRM 

12250 Alp Circle 

Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom 
Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 

F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 
Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oaklyn & Lynch 
CONFIRM 

CONFIRM 

IA State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Way 
West America Bank, 64 East Blithedale 

34th FI., Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Rm 
Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52"¢ & St. Paul 
Arroyo Grande Community Hospital 

CONFIRM 

Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings. 
B & B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 


Contact No. 
203-775-1102 
415-856-0954 
409-845-5814 
918-584-5610 
305-298-8576 
907-262-5801 
509-884-3279 
919-782-9576 
216-775-8290 
313-471-1342 
403-459-0416 
316-945-8389 
803-233-3434 
415-334-2851 
305-273-5335 
804-270-9404 
806-355-7509 
412-456-394 
415-331-3472 
509-375-3258 
305-273-5335 
305-298-8576 
415-856-0954 
317-743-1139 
303-934-1407 
0612-2 13276 
606-623-1884 
209-683-2252 
414-691-4241 
216-775-8290 
805-937-1128 
209-473-8440 
916-756-2967 
305-273-5335 
712-252-2182 
209-578-4909 
408-722-4272 
662-3114966 
806-355-7509 
305-255-7391 
812-479-5108 
501-575-2980 
416-889-2072 
515-266-8764 
415-331-3472 
901-795-5017 
402-472-1392 
805-466-8311 
402-348-0440 
604-298-6990 
415-834-9346 
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"BYTE ino'sormware 


210 oijar Haro Disk inctucing OMSL $19 
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For this unbelievable price your winchester will be delivered completely 
assembled and tested, with drive controller, case, power supply, cabling, 








ROWER: 


Check out InfoWorld’s Rave 
review of Power (Nov. 8/82) 


55 CP/M°* 
UTILITIES IN 
ONE PACKAGE 


..Ihe super program that puts YOU in control of 
CP/M® and your winchester. 


POWER automatically numbers disk files. Just pick 
file number to copy, Erase, Reclaim, Rename, Type, 
etc. 

.Your computer feeds the file names automatically 
you do No typing! No typing error ever! 

YOU DONT NEED SYSTEM DISK IN ANY DRIVE! 

No more BDOS ERROR! 


YOU Test and Fix bad disks! Reclaim accidentally 
erased files or programs! Single step thru memory up 
or down! Search, View, Change memory or disk in a 
snap! See Status and File Size instantly! Verify Check- 
sums for programs! Load or Save programs at any 
address. 


55 prompted user-friendly functions for housekeep- 
ing and a 120 page easy-read users’ guide make 
POWER your most offen used software. You'll use it 
everyday! 


Now, POWER! also includes a special program: 


that lets you lock sensitive files, so that only you can 
access them. Without the secret PASS-WORD which 
you can create and change at will, no prying eyes 
will ever know your secret file even exists. 


SOME MAJOR POWER COMMANDS: 


REN CM WRITEGR DISK STAT 
TYPEA USR 2 DUMPA SPEED  SETDIR 
SIZE ERA SEARCH WRITE RECLAIM 
XUSER TYPEX ? DUMPX DS 
SETRO CHECK COPY FILL READ 
GROUP __—iTEST TYPEH EX DUMP 
SAVE SETWR EXIT DIR MOVE 


READGR LOG USER TYPE JP 
DUMPH LOAD SETSYS RUN 


POWER is the utility everyone must have and for $169 
the cost is a low $3.07 per utility. 


ORDER J 4 TERMS: Cashiers Check, VISA, M/C or COD. 
Name Qty. Price Total 

Comiceniae wee 

COMPANY 
ae ae: ADDRESS 
ae STATE 

VSAQ M/CO copo Total Order} TeL( 
Card # Exp. Date if Utah Tax 
Signature Total Enclosed 
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MEGA.py TE 


2-80 interface and the best disk controller software on the market. 


e The MD-10 allows you to retain your OSBORNE’s 
portability. You simply unplug the winchester and 
the OSBORNE 1 works exactly as before. 


e The unique and simple interfacing sye.em does 
not tie up existing OSBORNE 1 ports. 

e Significantly faster than other winchester sub- 
systems which interface through the IEEE-488 port. 

e CP/M drivers require minimum memory overhead 
(about 2K) 
Other systems require as much as 6K. 


e The MD-10 can read or write a 44k file in less than 
four (4) seconds. 


e A network system is available which can support 
up to sixteen (16) OSBORNEs or other mixed com- 
puters from one MD-10 or larger disk subsystem. 


e With POWER! Software, files can be code word 
protected, 


e MD subsysterns can be later upgraded to double 
density. 


e Up to eight (8) winchester subsysterns can be 
interfaced to one OSBORNE . 


e Software supports 32 different user areas per MD- 
10 


e Backing up hard disk files is simple with the special 
software which is provided with all MD-10 sub- 
systems. 


e With a single hard disk installation, the MD-10 
subsystem becomes units A and B with the stan- 
dard drives being designated E and F if a second 
MD-10 is installed later it becomes units C and D. 


e MD-10 or larger systems will interface with IBM PC or 
any Z-80 computer (CCS, APPLE (CP/M), ZENITH/ 
HEALTH, NORTHSTAR, GODBOUT, XEROX 820, Z- 
80/S100, ALSPA, or TRS-80 MOD Il) using CP/M, 
OASIS or other system. 


-@ Double density modifications are available 


allowing you to later increase the capability of 
an MD-40 to about 20 megabytes, MD-20 to 40, 
etc. 


e Other systems available: 20 and 44 megabytes. 


OSBORNE COMPATIBLE SOFTWARE 


STAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS | 
(Double Density ONLY Best of intermediate priced 
accounting systems) 

Legal Timekeeping, Billing and Accounting (Re- 
quires Micro-soft Basic 80) $900.00 


General Ledger . $375.00 
Accounts Payable (W/Purchase orders) $375.00 
Acconts Receivable (W/Order entry) $375.00 
Payroll $375.00 
Full Accounting Systems 

includes GL,AP,AR&PR) SPECIAL! $395.00 


DICTRONICS (Double Density or hard disk only) 
THE RANDOM HOUSE ELECTRONIC THESAURUS 
If you write you will love this program) $145.00 


FMT (For a hard disk system) 
FMT Dental (ABASE II-a total system for the Dentist’s 


office) $1250.00 
SUPERSOFT 

DATA-VIEW (Electr filing cabinet) $190.00 
C COMPILER (Language) $190.00 
UTILITIES | & Il (General purpose programs) $99.00 


OPTIMIZER (Uses linear programming techniques to 
solve complicated businessproblems) $195.00 
STAT-GRAPH (Statistical analysis and on) 
195,00 


THE SOFTWARE TOOL WORKS 
MYCHESS (graphic-1980 West Coast Computer Fair 


winner-First in many tournaments) $34.00 
Snake $19.00 
Space Pirates $19.00 
Invaders $19.00 
Munchkin $19.00 
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Shipping charges added to all orders. 


OASIS (Specify double or single density) 


THE WORD (Top rated spelling program) $70.00 
THE WORD PLUS (Improved version) $140.00 
Punctuation & Style (Amazing) $125.00 


THE WORD PLUS + Punctuation & style (Package) 
$245.00 


ASPEN SOFTWARE 
Grammatik (Beyond spelling checker) $70.00 
Proofreader $50.00 


IWWRITER SPECIAL! (Double Density or hard Disk only) 
ELECTRONIC THESAURUS, THE WORD PLUS AND Punc- 


tuation & Style $355.00 
FYI, INC. 
SUPERFILE $475.00 
COMPUTING! 
Power! $169.00 
Menu Power $149.00 
FBN SOFTWARE 
SMART KEY (Makes every Osborne Key program- 
rable) $40.00 
SMART PRINT $35.00 
BOTH SMART KEY and SMART PRINT $70.00 
Enhanced Osborne (McGraw/Hill) 
Accounting System $439.00 ea 
(GL, AP, AR & PR) $425.00 ea 
Manuals GL, AP & AR or PR $25.00 ea 


O.. ORDER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
(801) 257-7033 or mail to MEGA-BYTE INC. RT. 3 Box 35, Tremonton, Utah 84337 


aed 


TITLE 
CITY 
ZIP 


Osborne is a trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation. 
CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital Research. OASIS is a 
proprietary product of Phase One Systems Inc. Z-80 is a trademark 
of Zilog. MD-10 is a registered trademark of Media Distributing. 
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put: | i ;check our position (there may not have been an eof character) 


xra a ;zero flags lda  tpatop ;check msb of end of tpa 
sta _eofflag cmp oh ;compare with h 
sta _— errorflag CZ wrap ;if the same, time to quit 
lda__—‘tfcb ; log-in selected disk 
ora a ;is it legal? ;copy one record to disk 
jnz put shld posinbuf ; Store current read position 
lxi  d,womsg ;no, show unable to open | lxi = d, tfcb 
jmp —_— puterror ;and try again mvi sc, writf ;write a record function 
put1: mvi c,initf ;enable write on any disk call bdos 
call bdos cpi  _ bdaok ;write ok? 
xras a ; initialize FCB jz nicewrit 
sta _—s fcbcr ;current record lxi —d,wemsg 
lxi = h,0 jmp = puterror 
shld fcbex ;extent and s1 nicewrit: 
shld fcbs2 ;S2 and record count lda eofflag 
lxi = d, tfcb ;see if file exists cpi 1 -end of file flag on? 
mvi cc, findf ; find function jnzs fill ;NO, read another records worth 
call bdos | call cpdma ;yes, reset dma to normal 
cpi_— bderr ;is it there? lxi = d, tfcb ;and close the file 
jz pute mvi c,closf 
askyn: call  bdos 
lxi_—_ d, already ;yes, overwrite? ret ; from put (1 of 2 exits) 
call comsg 
call chrin ;get answer 2 puterror: 
cpi ss ‘N’ ;is it no? call comsg 
jnzsyes ;maybe yes? lxi sh, errorflag 
call cout ;print ‘N’ on console mvi sm, 
lxi = d, blank ; Skip a line ret ; from put (2 of 2 exits) 
jmp = puterror ;if no, try again wrap: 
yes: mvi = a, 1 
cpi a a Sta _eofflag ;set eof flag 
jnz = askyn ;No valid answer ret 
call cout sprint °° on console ;Festore CP/M DMA address to the transient buffer | 
lxi = d, blank ; Skip a line cpdma: lxi_d, tbuff 
call comsg mvi c,sdmaf 
lxi = d,tfcb ;if yes, erase it call bdos 
mvi c,delef ret 
call dos 
pute: lxi sd, tfcb ;point to fcb ;get a valid drive select designator 
mvi =c,makef ;attempt to drsel: 
call bdos ; create the file call  chrin 
cpi_— bderr ;if no error, Cpr, “Cr 
jnz —s put3 ; go on rZ 
lxi = d, womsg ; otherwise print sta drname 
jmp — puterror ;error message and quit suis 40h 
cpi 01 
puts: jz drok 
lxi _—_d, outbuff ;set dma cpi 02 
mvi c,sdmaf ; to outbuff location jnz = drerr 
Call bdos drok: 
lxi sh, txtbuffr push psw 
shld posinbuf lda  drname 
; fill one output buffer call cout 
fill: pop psw 
lhld posinbuf ;get current read position ret 
lxi _—_ d, outbuf f drerr: xras a 
mvi C,128 ;set character counter ret 
onemore : 
mov a,m ;read one character ;console character into register a 
Stax d ;and put in output buf fer chrin: push Db 
cpi = tah ;end of file character? push d 
CZ wrap ;yes, finish this up push h 
inx fh ci 
inx d mvi e,Offh ;setup for input 
dcr Cc mvi c,rconf ;get one character 
mov a,c call bdos ; from console 
cpi 0 ;check counter cpi 0 
jnz — onemore jz ci ;no key pressed, try again 


cont. on page 20 
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ani 
Pop 
Pop 
Pop 
ret 


cout: 
push 
push 
push 
mov 
push 
mvi 
call 
pop 
pop 
pop 
pop 
ret 


01011111b 
h 
d 
b 


psw 
c,wconf 
bdos 
DSW 

h 

d 

b 


;make upper case 


;save registers 


;...send to console 


;message pointed to by HL out to console 


mvi 
call 
ret 


comsg: 





drsav: ds 
posinbuf : ds 
eof flag: db 
errorflag: db 
-Sset up stack space 
ds 





after’ ,cr,1f 





crash.” 


ate a file 
named’ ,cr,1f 


drive for out- 
put (Aor B),’ 








c, pbuf f 
bdos 


-RAM variables and buffers 


1 
2 
0 
0 
64 


0 
1 


cr ,1f 


cr,lf 


cr,lf,’on 
this disk. OK 
to overwrite? 
$’ wemsg: 





Stak: 

drname : 

filename: 

‘SALVAGEDTXT’ sinon: 

26, SAVER by Claude Ostyn — 

July 13, 1983’ 

cr,1f,1f,’This program will sal- 
vage text’ 

‘ in memory 


‘a WordStar 


‘It will cre 


‘SALVAGED. TXT on drive 
B.’,cr,1f,1f,1f,’$’ drprompt: 
cr,1f, Select 


cr,1f,9,’or (RETURN) to exit: $’ 
prompt: 


‘Put a disk with plenty of room in 
drive $’promptk : 


‘and press 
key.’,cr,1f,1f,’$’ already: 
‘There is already a file named 
SALVAGED. TXT’ 


any 


‘Permanent write 
error’ ,cr,1f,’$’womsg: 
‘Cannot open for write 


‘,cr,1f,’$’ jaifini: 
26, <2 Alone. 2th io it 
‘You may need to use WordStar to 
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clean up’ 


db cr,1f, the file 
SALVAGED.TXT.’,cr,1f,1f,’$’ 
blank: 

db cr,lf,1f,’$’ outbuff: 

end 


#8 &# & & & & 


Hacker’s corner 
by L. Baum 


Shortly before a dear friend of mine set sail in a bathtub to the 
Outer Hebrides, he sent me this short story. Unfortunately, his ma- 
chine is SD, while mine is DD. As you can see, this has caused a 
problem. | offer this to all hackers! 


LADLE RAT ROTTEN HUT 

Wants pawn term, dare worsted ladle gull hoe lift wetter murder 
inner ladle cordage honor itch offer lodge, dock florist. Disk ladle gull 
orphan worry ladle cluck wetter putty ladle rat hut — - end fur disk 
raisin pimple colder Ladle Rat Rotten Hut! 

Wan moaning Rat Rotten Hut’s murder colder inset: “Ladle Rat 
Rotten Hut, heresy ladle basking winsome burden barter end shirker 
cockles. Tick disk ladle basking tudor cordage offer groin murder 
hoe lifts honor udder site offer florist. Shaker lake! Dun stopper laun- 
dry wrote! Dun stopper peck floors! Dun daily doily inner florist! Ant 
yonder nor sorghum stenches dun stopper torque wet strainers!” 


“Hoe cake, murder,” resplendent Ladle Rat Rotten Hut, and tickle 
ladle basking an stuttered oft. Honor wrote tudor cordage offer groin 
murder, Ladle Rat Rotten Hut mitten anomalous woof. “Wail, wail, 
wail,’ set disk wicket woof, “evanescent Ladle Rat Rotton Hut! 
Wares or putty ladle gull goring wizard ladle basking?” 

“Amore goring tumor groin murder’s horse,” reprisal ladle gull. 
“Grammars’s seeking bet. Armor tickling arson burden barter end 
shirker cockles.”’ 

“Owe hoe!” setter wicket woof, “heifer blessing woke!’’ Butter 
taught tomb shelf: “Oil tickle shirt court tudor cordage offer groin 
murder. Oil ketchup wetter letter. End den — Owe bore!” 

Soda wicket woof tucker shirt court, end whinny retched a cord- 
age offer groin murder, picket inner winnow ant sore debtor pore oil 
worming lion inner bet. Inner flesh, disk abdominal woof lipped honor 
betting adder rope. Zany pool dawn a groin murder’s nut Cup ant 
gnat gun, and curdle dope inner bet! 

Inner ladle wile, Ladle Rat Rotten Hut a raft attar cordage end 
ranker dough ball. 

“Comb ink, seat hard,” setter wicket woof, disgracing is verse. 

“Owe, grammar,” crater ladle gull. “Wart bag icer gut!” 

“Buttered lucky chew whiff, doling,’ whiskered disk ratchet woof, 
wetter wicket small. 

“Owe, grammar, water bag noise! A nervous sore suture anoma- 
lous prognosis!” 

“Buttered small your whiff,” inserter woof, ants mouse worse 
waddling! 

“Owe, grammar, water bag mousey gut! A nervous sore suture bag 
mouse!” 

Doze worry on forger nut gull’s lest warts. Oil offer sodden throne 
offer cupboards end sprinkling otter bet, disk curl end bloat thursday 
woof ceased pore Ladle Rat Rotten Hut ant garbled erupt! 


MURAL: Yonder nor sorghum stenches shut ladle gulls effort stop- 
per torque wet strainers! 
& &* 8 &# 2 & & 


THREE-PIECE SUIT 


by Mark Scaramella 
There’s an old line about lawyers and salesmen: “‘Three-piece 
suits and no underwear.”’ Combining these cliches and stereotypes 
with computers and software leads in some dangerous directions. 
We are starting to see ads for “Legal Software.”’ Automatic wills for 
cont. on page 22 





j November, 1983 













































































breathtaking (breth’ ta” king) 
adj. Inspiring awe; exciting. 






The only way to describe the experience 
of using your Osborne | with Drive C: 


| It’s like using a totally new computer. 
Faster, more powerful, more reliable. 


Dramatically improved performance, 
whatever your application. 


WORD PROCESSING Drive C: lets WordStar compete with dedicated word processors. You get the perform- 

ance you expected when you started word processing. Do rapid editing with quick block moves, reads and saves. 

Generate large documents up to 125 pages. Use of all the spelling checkers and helpful programs you've bought 

without changing disks, silently and efficiently. You won't need to take a coffee break the next time you do a 

search and replace. 

DATA BASE MANAGEMENT Create large data bases, up to four times the size of a single density Osborne 1. 

Sort, index, merge and process faster than you've ever imagined. Discover the real power of dBASE II and Personal 

Pearl. Now . ..on your Osborne 1 instead of on your next computer . . . if you ever need a next computer. 

BUSINESS SOFTWARE The added speed, expanded disk capacity and larger file size of Drive C: lets you 

automate your business. Drive C: and your Osborne 1 can give you the computing power you've thought 

possible only in larger and much costlier computers. 

PROGRAMMING MBasic loads in a moment. Compiling and assembling, before so time consuming, are 

speeded up enormously. Your time is used productively . . . working, not waiting. 

Drive C: installs in seconds, without tools or opening your Osborne 1's case. It starts working for you immediately 
. you don’t need to learn any new computer skills. And, of course, your Ol remains completely portable. 

The 192K Drive C: adds the electronic equivalent of one ultra-fast double-density disk drive to your Osborne 1; the 

384K Drive C: adds two equivalent disk drives. 192K units can be upgraded to 384K at any time. 

Drive C: is compatible with all single or double density, brown or blue case, 52 or 80 column Osborne Is. 

You can continue to use the Video and Centronics ports and you can attach a large screen display to Drive C:’s 

built-in composite video adapter. 








Drive C: is sold factory-direct only, with a one year 
warranty. 


Single-density Osborne owners—Drive C: is an excel- 
lent solution to your need for extra disk Capacity. 


Call or write for information on Trantor hard disk 


Drive C: for the Osborne 1. 
Find out why computing has suddenly 
become breathtaking. — 





| lal from | Drive C: 1690 65th Street, Emeryville, CA 94608, (415) 652-3222 ! 
| rive C: l 
Yes, | need Drive €: for my Osborne I. 
| 1690 65th Street y ; 
| Emeryville, CA 94608 j Send me —_______ 192K units at $395 ea. ________ 384K units at $695 ea. 
| (415) 652-3222 192K Upgrade at $330 ea. Postpaid U.S., Canada add $20 for shipping. l 
| Terms: Check, Money Order, Credit Card, C.O.D., U.S. Funds only. Calif. Add 6.5% Sales Tax. = J 
J 
Personal Pearl ™Pearlsoft y Name Phone l 
dBASE i. ™.Ashton-Tate j 
Drive Ci ™Drive C: { Address 
Trantor ™ Trantor Systems — l 
WordStar ™-MicroPro Int’! City —___ State [ 
I visad M/CQO Card No. Exp. Date ] 
Prices subject to change without notice , | 
signature j 
l ama azz [522i Gz qe eng =a [ssezez') aaa aan Gea aaa am. em ez za aa aa za aa Ea azz ea [sanz] za ea 


























example. Contemplating the implications of this combination (i.e. Apple II 2 
salesmen, lawyers, and computers) yields some interesting results, Atari 2 
(which | have conveniently grouped into “three pieces.”’: Compupro 1 
Piece 1: “The Tailor’’ — An automatic suit generator. This program eect i ; 
prompts the user for appropriate inputs: Northstar g 9 
Who do you want to sue? (Give full name and address and any Outpost Il (6800) , 
known aliases. Press <RETURN> when done.) Sang 2 , 
oe ee would you like to sue? (Round off to the nearest 2. Did you receive instruction on how to use your Osborne? 
Yes: 28 
On what grounds are you suing? (Answering this question is No: 15 
optional.) : 3. Which programs do you use regularly? 
ve sleet? ; lesa Name Number 
and so forth... “The Tailor” then prints out a full “suit” package, No: 
i complete with subpoena’s, injunctions, briefs, and depositions. Wordstar | oe li See Ebates 
, Piece 2: ‘The Protector” — Here is the definitive answer to software wore was not a computer 
— piracy. This “piece” of the package senses and detects attempts to CPIM a ") 
| make illegal copies of proprietary software and immediately upon S aarcale . 33 
detection sues the operator who is making the copy for all he or she BASIC D4 
is worth. The software immediately gives the offending perpetrator dBase |I 17 
-his Miranda rights (“You have the right to remain silent’, (i.e. not hit- Barsanal Pead 7 
ting any further keys), “anything you type can and will be used CBASIC 5 
against you in a court of law’, “You have a right to have another Aracall 3 
computer present should you choose to answer any more of the FORTH 3 
prompts.’’,etc. Arrest and search warrants are automatically pro- JRT Pascal 3 
duced and you may post bail with the computer if you like. FOG Library 
Piece 3: ‘‘Go For Broke!’’ — And here we complete the ensemble with a sei 
bankruptcy package for unsuccessful computer firms; manufac- Documate : 
turers, software distributors, dealers, etc. This piece allows user 8080 Assembly Language 1 
choice of Chapter 11 or Chapter 13. It produces letters to the court, Footnote { 
letters to creditors, bankers and former customers, etc. Options Fortran 1 
available include changing your legal name, press releases, pre- General Ledger ; 
printed tickets to Switzerland, etc. The program interfaces with all of Money Maestro ; 
the popular accounting packages. Perfectwriter 4 
There you have it. As you can see, this three- piece suit “fits” quite eae 
well. Packages like this will provide a productive diversion (if not . ; 
employment) for the apparent surplus of lawyers who can work with 4. How would you classify yourself? 
or even become programmers. There would probably be some spin Category Number 
off packages soon to follow for “ambulance chasers” and we can’t Frequent user 34 
forget no-fault divorce packages. | Sometime user 8 
Such packages will combine the power of the law with the power of Novice 9 
the computer to give us all access to formerly unattainable or very ali 
expensive legal opportunities. Outfitted with the ‘““Three-Piece Suit” ae i ? 
and its related products, our computers can give us an unheard of Not technically oriented 5 
degree of legal and personal self-sufficiency. The ‘“Three-piece Suit” . . 
is a software wardrobe that can be worn with pride. 5. Do you like the current meeting format of workshops the first 
eee kh & & Thursday, speakers on the third Thursday? 
| Keep as is: 25 
Report On Member Interest Survey Pe ae tae 
submitted by Bob Briggs Pre-announce workshop topics and schedule experts. 
ee sf Provide technical consulting panel. 
The following is a survey report from the 1t FOG of Silicon Valley, a ; 
FOG Affiliated Member Organization (AMO) holding meetings in Santa ectoresnecialy divas abinceunide wilvexents on Yo, 2Uelc: 


Restrict to Osborne only. 
Prefer Tuesday or Wednesday meetings. 
Make more workshop oriented. 


Clara, CA. The information may be of interest to other computer 
groups and particularly this which may be just forming. 


The results of the membership interest survey conducted at First Provide more speakers, demos. 
FOG of Silicon Valley meetings earlier this year have been tabulated Provide moderator for Q/A sessions at each workshop. 
and are presented here. The survey was in the form of an eight part Provide question boxes on WS, SC, BASIC, CP/M. 
questionnaire put together by chapter president Elna Tymes. A total Start SIG’s. 
of 51 responses were tabulated. Following is a summary of the ques- More software classes — cover each program each quarter. 





HONS angsMem er isan onee 6. What speakers and topics would you like? 


1. What computer(s) do you own? dBase Il: 9 
Name Quantity Hardware: 7 
Osborne 1 47 Software: 7 
Executive 4 - Software reviews: 2 


> 
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Info on library programs: 
How to use Ozzie: 
Machine language: 
Osborne speakers: 

Less salesmen: 
Applications information 
Supercalc 

Digital Research GSX 
Modems 

Accounting 

Personal Pearl 

Digital Research 

sorcim 

MicroPro 

Infoworld 

Engineering applications 
Communications & bulletin boards 

Technical people from Osborne, Ashton Tate, Micropro 
File handling 

File indexing 

Cataloging 

Wayne Ratliff — dBase IJ 

Advanced WS, MBASIC 

Programming and applications 

spelling Programs 

Financial Analysis 

Osborne P-System 

JRT Pascal 

Tax preparation 

Peripherals 

Printers 

Evaluations | 

Interfacing to analog signals 


RS PO RO PO RO 


. What benefits should we offer through the treasury? 
Group buys? Classes? 
Group buys: 22 
No group buys: 3 
Classes: 11 


Suggestions fer group buys: 

Disks 

Software 

Accessories (including stands, covers) 
Modems 

Books 

Magazines 

Printers 

Ribbons 

Hardware 1 

Peripherals 1 
Paper 1 


Suggestions for classes: 

dBase II 
Advanced dBase II 

Z-80 architecture and programming under CP/M 
Assembly language 

Supercalc 

Do-loops with SC 

Using WS with SC 

Wordstar 

Mbasic | 

Half or full day clinics on WS and SC 
Graphics 

Statistics © 


Other Suggestions: 

8” downloading from CPMUG. 
Buy compiler for group use. 
Pay good speakers. 


=] 


ecmandl, 


=| = MOM AMO 


Nothing. 

Provide tutoring /consulting. 

Sponsor magazine subscriptions in local libraries. 
Databanks. 


8. What else should Silicon Valley FOG do? 

Prod Osborne. : 

More software. 

Bulletin board. 

More FOGHORN articles. 

Send out FOGHORN on time. [ 75* FOG of Silicon Valley has nothing 

to do with the FOGHORN. Davia 

Provide “Help” phone. 

Help newcomers. 

Orientation for new members. 

Class action suit to force Osborne to stand behind machines, 
schedules. 

Continuous price discounts. 

Checkout library of old Portable Companion magazines. 

SIG. 

Model DECUS. | 

Pre-announce meeting speakers and topics. 

Set up software evaluation group. Report every month on popular 
software. 

You're doing a good job --- just keep it up. 

You are doing more than you get paid [?] for. 


Response By Silicon Valley FOG 
Board of Directors 


1. Thank you for your multitudinous suggestions. We are attempting 
to take action on the following. 

— Preannounce speakers and topics. When possible, these will be 
announced at prior meetings. Also, the Sunday San Jose Mer- 
cury often carries this information in the computer section. 

— Send out FOGHORN on time. (This is a corporate FOG activity). 

— Continuous price discounts. (10% to FOG members at Digital 
Deli). 

— Prod Osborne. 

— 8” downloading from CPMUG (Check with Digital Deli). 

— Portable Companion checkout. 

— Moderator for Q/A sessions at workshop meetings. 


. We also like the following suggestions but need volunteer help to 
get them off the ground. Please repond if you can help with these 
or other suggestions. 

Arranging group buys on disks. 

Software evaluation group. 

SIGs. 

“Help” phone. 

Bulletin board. 

More articles in FOGHORN. 

More downloading from CPMUG. 

Half or full day clinics on WS, SC, dBase II. 


3. We appreciate your inputs and urge you to continue providing 
suggestions. 


NO 


e*e¢ &#¢ &© & & & 


XMODEM FILE TRANSFER 


PROTOCOL 
by D. L. Covill 


The file transfer protocol used in the MODEM«x series of programs 
is a very good, although not perfect, protocol that has become some- 
thing of a de facto standard, because it is in the public domain and 
has been widely distributed on various remote CP/M systems across 
the country. 

The protocol was originally developed by Ward Christensen, who 
wrote the original MODEM.ASM. It has since been enhanced by sev- 
eral others. This writeup is based on an article by Kelly Smith in 

cont. on page 24 
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CP/M-Net News, Jan 81, extended to include discussion of CRC and 
batch transfers. 


WHAT IS A PROTOCOL AND WHY DO WE NEED ONE? 

A protocol is, quite simply, the ritual courtesies exchanged by two 
separate but equal computer systems in order to insure an orderly 
and correct transfer of information. For short, interactive commu- 
nications we can get along without one because the information 
transferred is visible, and if it looks wrong or we lose it we Can im- 
mediately ask for it again. 

The situation is different when transferring data or program files. 
The volume to be transferred is greater, thus there’s a greater chance 
of transmission errors. It’s not easy to tell whether an error has oc- 
curred (in COM files, for instance), and retransmitting the entire file 
would take too long and might only make things worse. 

A protocol provides: 

a. Positive control over the process and procedure. 

b. A means of detecting errors in the transmission process. 

c. The ability to retransmit any portion that has errors. 
Note, however, that BOTH parties to the transmission must use the 
SAME protocol, or the ritual doesn’t work. That’s the reason for this 
document — so that people that want to (or have to) use a program 
other than MODEM can implement the XMODEM protocol and join 
the great army of public-domain file transmitters. 


CONTROL CHARACTERS USED 
The following ASCII standard control characters are used in the 


protocol: 

SOH Start of Heading 01H Control-A 
ACK Acknowledge 06H Control-F 
NAK Negative Acknowledge 15H Control-U 
EOT End of Transmission 04H Control-D 
CAN Cancel 18H Control-X 


GENERAL TRANSMISSION SCHEME 

Data is sent in 128 byte numbered blocks, with a single checksum 
appended to each block. The receiving computer performs its own 
checksum as it acquires the incoming data, and upon completing 
each block compares its result with the checksum from the sending 
computer. If they match, it returns an ACK to the sender, meaning 
“received OK, send some more’’. If they don’t match, a NAK (154) is 
returned, meaning ‘‘that didn’t look right, please send it again”. This 
process continues until the entire file has been transmitted (or the 
number of errors causes one of the parties to give up). 

Received data is stored in memory, then written to disk every 16 
blocks. 


BLOCK FORMAT 

The sending computer transmits a block in the following form: 
SOH (START OF HEADING) 01H 
Block # 8 bits 
Complement of block number 8 bits 
- 128 data bytes - 8 bits each 
Checksum 8 bits 


The checksum is calculated by summing the SOH, the block number, 
the block number complement, and the 128 data bytes. 


STARTING THE TRANSMISSION 

The sending and receiving systems have to get ‘‘in sync’ to start 
the transmission. This turns out to be very simple — the sending 
computer simply waits for an initial NAK from the receiving computer. 
He’s sure to get one, because the receiving computer will ‘‘time out” 
looking for data and send the NAK as a signal that he didn’t receive a 
data block. The sending computer knows this and uses it as a signal 
to start the transmission. 


Sending Computer Receiving Computer 


(waiting) (waiting) 
(times out) 
NAK (15H) 
Data Block 1 
ACK (06H) 
Data Block 2 
ACK (06H) 





RE-TRANSMITTING A BLOCK 
What happens if the block is NAK’ed? Easy, the sending computer 
just re-sends the previous block. 


sending Computer Receiving Computer 

Block #2 (errors) 

7 NAK 

Block #2 (again) 
ACK | 

Block #3 


But what if the sending computer never receives the ACK (or 
NAK)? The sending computer times out after 10 seconds, decides 
that it has failed, and re-transmits the block. This is the reason for 
the block numbers — the receiver detects that this is the previous 
block all over again, throws it away, and returns an ACK, thereby 
Catching up. The integrity of the block number is verified by summing 
the SOH (071 Hex) with the block number plus the complement of the 
block number — the result must be zero for a proper transfer (e.g., 
for block 7,01+07+F8 = 00). 

1 The sequence of events then, looks like this: 


Sending Computer Receiving Computer 


Block #2 
ACK (lost in transit) 
Block #2 (again) 
(Discards duplicate) 
ACK 
Block #3 


CONCLUDING A TRANSMISSION | 

Normal completion of a data transfer concludes with an EOT (END 
OF TRANSMISSION, 04H) from the sending computer, with a final 
ACK from the receiving computer. 
Sending Computer 
data block 
ACK EOT (04H) 
ACK 
-end program- 


Receiving Computer 


-end program- 


MODEM7 BATCH TRANSFERS 

The MODEM/ program allows ‘Batch’ file transfers — the send- 
ing program says something like 

SB NEWSTUFF . * 
and the receiving program says simply ‘‘RB”’. 

The B sub-option means (a) that more than one file will be trans- 
mitted and (b) that the sending computer will send the file names as 
well as the data. What we are concerned with is the protocol for send- 
ing the file name. 

This function was added by someone other than Ward 
Christensen, and while it works, it doesn’t look much like normal data 
communications practice. The basic scheme is that the sender 
sends the file name ONE CHARACTER AT A TIME, and the receiver 
ACKs each character separately. At the end, the sender sends an EOF 
(1AH) and the receiver replies with the checksum! If it matches, the 
sender sends an ACK, the receiver replies with a NAK, and we fall into 
the normal file transfer sequence. 


sending Computer 
‘* Awaiting Name NAK’’ 


Receiving Computer 
‘* Awaiting File Name’ ’ 


(times out) 


NAK 
ist Letter 

ACK 
end Letter 

ACK 
11th Letter 

ACK 


EOF (1AH) > 
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7 Checksum 
ACK 
NAK 
1st Data Block 


At the end of the data transmission, the receiver sends another 
NAK and gets either another file name or another EOT, indicating that 
there aren’t any more. 


(Note: This may not be precisely correct in all details — the program 
isn’t too easy to read after all the volunteer labor on it! D.C.) 


CRC CHECKING 

MODEM/ also added a Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) option. 
This replaces the one-byte checksum with two bytes of CRC. CRC 
checking is much more reliable than checksums, giving better than 
99.99% probability that any data errors will be detected. 

If CRC checking is requested, the receiving system sends a ‘C’ in 
place of the initial NAK. If the sender responds within 3 seconds, the 
transfer continues with CRC checking in effect. If there is no reply 
within 3 seconds, the receiver assumes that the sender doesn’t know 
about CRC checking (old version or different program), sends a NAK, 
and settles down to use the old checksum system. In batch mode, the 
decision about the first file carries forward for the others. 

MODEM? and XMODEM are set up to use CRC checking by default, 
but the user can specify either method if he desires. 


[The MDM70S.COM from FOG/UTL.001 defaults to checksum, while 


at the other end of the spectrum, MODEM712 (as of this writing, only 
the Executive version has been added to the library — see the FOG 
MEMBER LIBRARY NEWS — although Gale has most of the other ver- 
Sions for the asking.) defaults to CRC. David) 


ERROR ABORTS 

The protocol will persevere through a reasonable amount of line 
noise, re-transmitting when necessary. If the line quality is really 
trash, however, after 10 retries (on the same block) the receiving 


- computer will display ‘Retry or Quit?’’. If the operator enters “Q’’, a 


CAN (CANCEL, 18H) is sent to cancel the entire transfer session. 


PROBLEMS 
Unfortunately, the protocol is not entirely bullet-proof. While the 
following cases are very rare, they can conceivably occur: 
At end of transmission, if the receiving computer misses the 
EOT, it will continue to wait for the next block (Sending NAK’s 
every 10 seconds, up to 10 times) and eventually “time-out”. 


There is a possibility that an ACK could be ‘“‘garbled” to a CAN, 
thus aborting prematurely. 


Do not use the ‘“‘V” (View) sub-option during file transfer with a 
slow (4800 Baud or less) terminal or a hard copy printer. It takes too 
long to write each character to these terminals, so you don’t always 
get back in time to catch the next one from the modem. This should 
be readily apparent if it occurs. | : | 


This article comes to us from the San Diego Computer Society. The 
Osborne SIG liason is Bruce Akers. The address is P. 0. Box 81444 
San Diego, CA, 92138. 
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL GROUP? 
For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or other local 
group(s) closest to you, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) | 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 
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| (or That’s Not a BUG, it’s a 


Feature) 


by Bradley S. Aloom 
Welcome again to the FOGHORN Help column. This is the place to 
send your questions about your Osborne and any software you’re 
using with it. To get your question(s) answered, send a letter of a 
page or iess to: 
Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
The Computer Solutions Company 
P. 0. Box 206 
: Pt. Richmond, CA 94807 
lf you prefer the phone, you can also leave me a message at 
(415)234-8346. It’s probably best to use the phone if you have a 
quick solution to any of the problems brought up in this column. 
You're also welcome to try and explain your problem to the machine. | 
can't guarantee a solution, but at least it will get a public airing. 
Remember, the lead time for this column is three months. If you can 
wait that long for an answer, fine. If you can’t, include a SASE or post 
card with your mailed in questions. 


Just a quick starting note, | was not on vacation two months ago, 
my Osborne was. | hope it had a good time, it certainly returned in 
fine shape. Now onto business. 


NEW PROBLEMS 

This month, Louie Crew (who is spending a year in China — hope- 
fully with his Osborne) had a few Wordstar questions before he left. 
While Wordstar has a backward search option as well as a forward 
search option, there is no backward option for the paragraph 
reformatting command, ~B. This would be useful if you’re in the mid- 
dle of a paragraph and want a convenient way to get back to its start. 
To find the beginning of a paragraph, | Suppose you could do a back- 
wards search for a TAB, assuming that’s how you start your para- 
graphs. Any other ideas out there? 

Louie also seems to lose hard carriage returns between para- 
graphs (the <’s) when he goes from single space to double space or 
back again. 

He’s also seen the phantom lines that sometimes appear in the 
middie of a Wordstar session. As I’ve mentioned previously, simply 
scroll them off the screen and they shouldn't come back. (I have a 
fear that these lines have taken up residence inside my Ozzie and 
they take turns Coming out to tease me. No, no, I’m not paranoid, they 
really are out to get me!) Finally, Louie has an interesting habit of 
leaving “variable” calling cards. By this | think he means something 
like a business card, only with differing, clever sayings on each one. 
To this end, he’s looking for someone who sells continuous feed card 
stock with about a 3 1/2 inch width (and optimally, 2 inch tear 
points). 

SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 

| don’t have any new solutions this month, but | am going to repeat 
some things | saw in The Portable Companion, for those who might 
have missed them. 

First, Harry Robinson has noticed that a few companies are selling 
cross reference generators for MBASIC. He notes that the XREF task 
that comes with your Osborne for use with CBASIC programs can 
also be used with MBASIC files. All you have to do is save your 
MBASIC program in ASCII mode and then apply XREF to it. 

Next, from Brad Baldwin’s column, a solution for those of you who 

cont. on page 26 
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DISK MANAGER” 
$29.95 


DISK MANAGER™ is a utility program consisting of 
various functions needed for effectively using disks 
under CP/M* , especially by the Hard Disk User. 


DISK MANAGER™ can run on any CP/M* system 
with any type of disks. 


DISK MANAGER™ requires no installation. 
These functions are included in DISK MANAGER™: 


@ Restore a deleted file. 
Used to restore a file that has been accidentally 
deleted. 


@ Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Avoids having to duplicate frequently used 
program files for each user. 


e@ Change user number for a file. 
Effectively moves a file from one user to 
another without resorting to PIP or ERA. 


Map out bad blocks. 
Checks the complete disk for bad blocks, 
and allows the user to take action regarding the 
files which may reside on the bad blocks. No 
more BDOS ERROR Bad Sector messages. 


Display the complete directory for the disk or file. 
Used for viewing the directory entries for a file 
or of the complete disk. 


DISK MANAGER™ is very easy to use. It is menu 
driven. It prompts for all parameters required by it 
to perform the selected function. 


Now available for CP/M* 2.2 





Call or write: 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


# CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital Research 
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are picky about your Wordstar page breaks. You can change your 
output page length (measured in lines) by replacing the value at loca- 
tion 0367. Wordstar assumes 6 lines per inch, so take your actual 
page length and divide out the number of corresponding lines and 
poke this value in with INSTALL or DDT. For example, there are 66 
lines on an 11 inch long page. 

This, however, does not change the displayed page length. To 
change the on-screen display of page breaks, you have to poke loca- 
tion 0368/0369 with the paper length in 1/48th’s. To get this num- 
ber, multiply your page length in inches by 48. For example, 11 
inches x 48 = 528. Then convert this number to hex and poke the 
low order byte into 0368 and the high order byte into 0369. For more 
information, see The Portable Companion, October 1983, page 21. 

Next, a number of month’s ago | expressed a wish for some 
additional Mailmerge features. Well it seems someone was either lis- 
tening or was thinking along the same lines. | just saw an announce- 
ment that a new version of Mailmerge will include dot commands like 
IF, EXCEPT and GOTO with comparators like =, >, <, =>, etc. 
This will surely add a great deal of flexibility to an already useful tool. 
Thanks guys! Now how about an UNDO function for Wordstar? 

Last Minute News! Just got the latest issue of GROG (Gulfcoast Re- 
gional Osborne Group) which just happened to have a solution to 
Louie Crew’s Wordstar double spacing bug. Specifically, the hard 
Carriage returns separating paragraphs are not affected by the 
“QS2” commands. After using it, you have to go back and insert re- 
turns between your paragraphs. Printing single spaced copies re- 
quires that you go in and delete them again. 

If you have a daisy wheel printer you can use the line height dot 
command, .LH# . The default is 8 ( 8/48ths inches per line ) putting 
.LH16 at the beginning of your file will produce nice double spacing. 
.LH24 gives you triple spacing. 

lf your dot matrix printer supports line height, we use a similar 
technique. The exact command to send to initialize your printer de- 
pends on its type. For the PROWRITER (which adjusts by 1/144"), 
use the following: 

(ESC)T48(CR) (It is easiest to use a programmed key) 

For the EPSON, use the following code based on 1/72” (which has 
not been tested yet): 

(ESCA 2 4(CR) 

| hope this was the answer you were looking for. Thanks to the au- 
thor of GROG’s newsletter. 


AN OCC GADFLY 

To round out this month’s column, I’m going to digress a bit and 
comment on the ‘‘business affairs” of OCC. Since the beginning of 
this year, we have heard rumors, then an announcement and finally a 
delay in OCC’s public offering of stock. They were almost ready to 
sell stock to everyone from you and | to the likes of GM and EXXON. 
Unfortunately OCC backed out of its Initial Public Offering (IPO to 
afficionadoes). | have no idea what OCC’s rationalization for the delay 
was, but | have no doubt that it is the worst decision they could have 
made. So bad, in fact that it will undoubtedly affect the future viability 
of the company. 

I’m going to start by boring some of you with a little background on 
the stock market. For those who understand the market, please keep 
in mind that these comments are not nearly as cynical as they are 
pragmatic. 

First, stock is issued by a company to raise capital for that com- 
pany to use in conducting its business. In return for giving your hard 
earned money to the company, it will theoretically return to you a par- 
tial ownership of that company. Your stock certificate represents that 
ownership. | wouldn’t, however, recommend waltzing into GM head- 
quarters with your single share and trying to assert your ownership 
authority. 

Now, a corollary to public ownership. If you control a significant 
percentage of the outstanding stock in a company, then you stand a 
minute chance of actually affecting the management of that com- 
pany. If you own anything less, forget it. Sit back and accept ‘your 
dividends ( your share of the company’s profits ). If you don’t like the 
way the company is being run, sell your stock. 4 
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What this rule generally means in practice is that once stock has 
been issued, the management of the company can do as it pleases. 
Naturally, if it happens to displease the analysts and the public too 
much, the price of the stock will drop. But the company already has 
your money. So unless it’s worried about issuing additional stock, the 
price will mean nothing to management (until it comes time for them 
to cash in their shares or if it gets low enough for someone else to 
easily buy controlling interest). 

Keep in mind that in general, the public price of the stock has very 
little if anything to do with the real world. So don’t expect a bad quar- 


ter or outright bad management to have much of an affect. For further 


explanation on this point, | encourage you to read ‘A Random Walk 
Down Wall Street” by Burton Malkeil (Norton Press). 

Moving on, IPO’s go through cycles. In keeping with the random 
nature of the stock market, there are good times and bad times to 
make your IPO. There are periods during which the market is in love 
with any new stock and other times when it wouldn’t touch the stuff, 


even if let’s say, well respected Bechtel suddenly decided to go pub- 


lic. In making an IPO, the quality of your company is 5% and timing is 
the other 95%. Timing will determine what you can initially get for 
your stock, whether you can sell all that you want to sell and how 
quickly you can sell it. 

A prime example of this last point is Telerate. Telerate is a good 
company that was brought public in April. However, the stock that 
was gobbled up in the feeding frenzy was sold at 71 times 1982 earn- 
ings! Great for management because they get lots of bucks and if the 
stock is later discounted in the market, management can simply 
pdint.at the initial investors and say it was your fault for putting an 
unrealistic value on our company. 

‘Look at Fortune Systems who raised $100 Million for a computer 
that hadn’t yet been advertised. In short, the market was buying any- 
thing and everything offered to it. 

Now we come back to OCC. The market has already come off one of 
the greatest IPO windows of all time. | can’t help but wonder what 
genius at OCC decided to delay the IPO and thereby miss this window. 
Perhaps Dr. Osborne, the scientist, won out over Dr. Osborne, the 
businessman. Maybe he wanted to make sure the company was in 
perfect shape before parading it before the public. Yet OCC has been 
crying about cash flow problems. Gee, would an infusion of $100 mil- 
lion in fresh capital like Fortune Systems got help cash flow a little 
bit? 

Even if OCC was in terrible financial condition. Even if manage- 
ment was, at best, mediocre. These problems should have had ab- 
solutely no bearing on the IPO. OCC has a reputation as a pioneer in 
the microcomputer business. That, and that alone, would have been 
adequate for OCC’s IPO to have been grossly over subscribed. | can 
only guess at the improved level of service OCC’s existing and new 
customers would receive if it had access to a little more capital. 

With this, | rest my case for this month. | look forward to enlighten- 
ment with respect to any flaw in my analysis. Until next time, keep 
those cards and letters coming. 

P.S. We’ve just become a 2 Ozzie shop. My partner and | finally got 
tired of shuttling Ozzie back and forth and his most recent “‘vaca- 
tion” was the last straw. It’s interesting that we used the same Cri- 
teria to justify our choice of computer this time as the first time. The 
Osborne 1 was simply the best value for the money. This was true 
when we bought one for $1795 a little over a year ago. It still holds 
true when we bought one for $995 a couple of months ago. 
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MANYKEY by CompuMagic 
by Eric Ruff 

One feature that makes the Osborne attractive is the fact that it has 
ten Programmable Function Keys. MBASIC programming, for exam- 
ple, involves frequent recurrences of such words as RUN, LIST, 
LLIST, EDIT, and of course PRINT CHR$(26) to clear the screen. The 
function keys are a magical solution to such repetitious typing, 
reducing each of these words to (basically) a single keystroke (con- 
trol 0-9). 

As beginners are just finding out, the Programmable Function 
Keys are “programmed” using the program called SETUP. Once 
SETUP is completed on a disk, that disk remembers its Function Key 
arrangement ‘‘forever’’, or until it is somehow changed (using SETUP 
again) or obliterated (by reformatting for example). 

Practical use of the function keys, however, is somewhat limited 
by the way the Osborne works. Whichever disk is used to start a pro- 
gramming session (a cold boot) is the disk that dictates what the 
function keys stand for. And the Function Keys stay that way until 
you hit the RESET button and put on a different disk (that’s another 
cold boot) with the function keys ‘“‘setup’’ differently. In real life, this 
is a bit of a hassle. To change the function keys, it means you must 
change disks and do a cold boot. It also means you have to keep 
track of which disks contain which function key arrangements. 

Double density presents even more headaches for function key 
lovers. The upgrade has unfortunately reduced the total amount of 
information you can cram into the function keys. At the same time 
double density has increased the need for additional function key ca- 
pability. If you're a double density MBASIC programmer, you will 
probably want MBASIC and WordStar on the same disk because 
sometimes its easier to write programs in WordStar — sometimes 
easier using MBASIC’s editor. The problem is “for which program do 
you set up the disk’s function keys”? Hmm. 


A wonderful solution to the whole function key quagmire is the 
$20.00 program called ‘“MANYKEY” by a company called 
CompuMagic, Inc. 

MANYKEY’s accomplishment is it allows you have your programs 
(they must be .COM type), rather than your disks, dictate the function 
keys arrangement. The best news is that several programs on the 
same disk can each dictate a different function key arrangement. 
Thus, if I’ve put the following programs (all on the same disk) through 
the MANYKEY treatment: 

MBASIC .COM 

WS.COM (WordStar), and 

DUU. COM 
then whenever | run one of those programs, the function keys will 
automatically assume the configuration you commanded when you 
gave that program the MANYKEY treatment. Nor does it matter that 
the ‘“‘cold-boot disk” has an altogether different set of function key 
assignments — function keys will be changed. Thus, in my previous 
example with MBASIC and WordStar on the same disk, when | type: 

MBASIC <CR) 
the function keys will give me what | want (RUN, LIST, etc.). If | type 
instead: 

WS <CR) 
| will get the function keys | set up for word processing advantages. 

There’s more. MANYKEY lets you configure the arrow keys (to run 
as CP/M or WordStar) at the same time you’re setting up your func- 
tion keys. 

cont. on page 28 
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MANYKEY is really a cluster of small, modular programs. Another 
goodie is one of those programs called WSREST.COM. It comes in 
handy when you ‘“‘run” a program “from within” WordStar. For exam- 
ple, say | am at the main menu in WordStar (editing no file). | would 
like to run XDIR. | could exit WordStar and run XDIR or I can hit the R 
option at the main WordStar menu. | then answer the prompt with 
XDIR <CR> and Presto! | get the info | want without leaving 
WordStar. The bottom of the screen tells me to hit any key to continue 
WordStar and | do. Well, one can run any program from within 
WordStar, not just XDIR. And what if you ran a program that had its 
own MANYKEY programmable function keys? When you get back 
into WordStar, the function keys won’t be for WordStar anymore — 
they’ll be set for whatever program you just ran. MANYKEY solves 
this by letting you “run” another mini-program (WSREST.COM) 
which restores your WordStar function keys. Handy. 

But what about the function keys that were originally on the cold- 
boot disk? What if you want them back? MANYKEY lets you type 
DISKREST and your cold-boot function keys are restored. 

There are some other goodies. How are you going to remember 
which function keys do what on which programs. Remembering one 
set of function keys is about the limit. Somewhere, somehow, it’s got 
to be on paper where you can see it. MANYKEYS handles this quite 
satisfactorily. At the time you are setting up your function keys and 
arrow keys, MANYKEYS gives a control Y option. If you use it, your 
entire list of function keys for that disk is output to the printer in a 
concise form suitable for snipping out and taping to your keyboard. 

Complaints about the program? What good is a review that doesn't 
have a list of pet peeves? | could make MANYKEY’s shortcomings 
sound more serious than they are. The documentation is adequate — 
no better, no worse. There is no index. All documentation should 
have one. “GETTING STARTED” is about the last section discussed. 
Logic might dictate an earlier spot. On the other hand the whole 
documentation is only 12 pages long and it is sufficient. 

| personally prefer to see modular programs (spelling checkers are 
— prime offenders) operate at least optionally from a master menu 

where a single keystroke selects the module to be run. | can't see 
having users type any extra keystrokes. 

MANYKEY does not yet run on hard disks though CompuMagic is 
working on it. 

But you can see I’m having to get picky to find fault with this pro- 
gram. The fact is | like it... a lot. It performs a useful function using an 
imaginative approach. When a MANYKEY treated program re-ar- 
ranges the function keys for you, it does so automatically and invisi- 
bly. What more could one ask? At MANYKEY’s price of $20.00... 
don’t leave home without it. 

CompuMagic, Inc. P.O. Box 780, Severn, MD 21144 (301) 969-5603 


[Nuts! As | was reading this, | was thinking “‘this is just what | need 
when running my Trantor.”’ You don’t know the real “cold boot has- 
Sle” until you've used a hard disk. There you are, surrounded by 
Megabytes of COM files and yeu still have to have a collection of boot 
disks to change the SKFs. David 


Eric Ruff is president of the Suncoast (Tampa) Osborne Group. The 
contact address is 2007 12th Ave, Zephyrhills, FL 33599. The con- 
tact phone is 813-782-2070 (ask for Steve Turner). Eric is also the 
author of the SuperGraphics program. 
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SPOIL YOURSELF 
WITH | 


MANYKEY" 


MANYKEY gives you 10 function keys for 
each program. 


MANYKEY lets any COM program install 
its own function & arrow keys—Automatically. 


MANYKEY always lets you have the right 
arrow keys. 


MANYKEY lets you switch function keys in 
WordStar~. 


MANYKEY can print each program’s key- 
definitions. 


MANYKEY restores the disk’s SETUP 
defined keys with a simple program. 


MANYKEY lets you print the disk’s SETUP 
defined keys. 


MANYKEY does all this on your standard 

Osborne 1 rev 1.3 thru 1.44, single or 

double density, for just $24.95 including 

UPS Shipping & Handling (MD res add 
$1.25 tax). 


Send check or money order. 
| : COD orders $1.65 extra. 


Hard disk versions available ($34.95) for 
most installations. Call or write for specific 
compatibility information. 


CompuMagic, Inc. 
P.O. Box 780 
Severn, Md 21144 
(301) 969-5603 


Dealers Inquiries Invited 
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REPORTMAKER 
by Ron Forsythe 


If anyone else has had the task of finding a program which would 
produce pie charts, bar graphs and perform the statistical calcula- 
tions to accompany them, they too may be interested in the program 
REPORTMAKER by Krepec Software. 

In my search for such a program, | visited the local computer 
stores. The local Computerland assured me that Osborne computers 
did not support graphics. Although | argued that Osborne did have 
it’s own graphic character set, | was informed that for the business 
applications | had in mind, an Osborne would not handle the task. As 
| wasn’t in the mood, or financial position to by an IBM, | left the 
store. | 

Turning to the pages of The Portable Companion, \ saw that there 
were programs advertised as being able to create bar graphs and pie 
charts. Only a few seemed to produce professional appearing results. 
Of these, the one that caught my attention was REPORTMAKER. 

The features that appealed to me most included the 52 column 
menus (I hate toggling); the high resolution graphics; the price and, 
perhaps most appealing, that REPORTMAKER interacts with 
WORDSTAR to allow combining WORDSTAR text files with the graph- 
ics created with REPORTMAKER. 

| wrote to the company requesting sample printouts. | received a 
more detailed explanation of the program as well as the sample 
printouts | had requested. It all looked pretty good. | mailed off my 
order and within a week was using REPORTMAKER. 

REPORTMAKER came in the form of four disks and a one -page 
instruction sheet labeled “Read First’. 

The first disk contains the REPORTMAKER programs and the sec- 
ond contained sample data files. The third and forth disks were the 
“configuration” disks. (One is a back-up as the configuration disks 
won't copy). 

The twenty four page instruction manual for REPORTMAKER 
comes on disk. The manual can be printed using WORDSTAR or 
REPORTMAKER’s own print feature. 

Chapter one of the manual explains two procedures for ‘‘getting 
Started’. The first and recommended procedure is to sit behind your 
Osborne with the manual and go through the nine chapters which de- 
scribe the features of the program. 

The chapter also provides instructions for the eager as to the mini- 
mum amount of reading necessary to start using the program. 

Not being the adventurous type, | started at the beginning. The 
instruction manual is written to allow you to go through the program 
Step by step as you read the manual. 

The main menu of REPORTMAKER offers the choice of seven com- 
mands. These are: 

Enter (P)ie chart generation program 
Enter (G)raph generation program 
Enter (H)eading generation program 
Enter (R)eportmaker print program 
Enter (W)ordstar 
Enter (L)ettermaker (option) 

Enter (C)P/M operating system 

Typing a ‘‘P’’ gets you into the pie chart generation program, after 
you remove the program disk, insert the configuration disk and re- 
insert the program disk at the prompt. 

The pie chart program allows for nine variables or slices to the pie. 
The user assigns a value and description to each of the variables and 
may choose if that ‘‘slice’’ should be exploded from the rest of the 
pie. The data is edited or deleted according to slice number. One in- 
teresting feature of REPORTMAKER is that, unlike WORDSTAR, the 
information can be printed without being saved to disk. The printout 
shows percentage breakdowns for each of the nine slices and each 
slice has a different graphic display. The display is to the printer only 
and not to the screen. 

The Graph program operates similarly but is more flexible. The 
graph program allows for up to twelve points and three curves. You 
may use all or part of these. You are also offered the alternative of five 
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types of graphs. These include normal or stacked bar, normal or 
stacked line, and cumulative line. The same data can be used to print 
all five graphs without re-entering the data. 

REPORTMAKER allows for the graphs and pie charts to be 
incorporated with WORDSTAR text. The procedure is relatively sim- 
ple. Allow at least twenty five blank lines in your WORDSTAR file and 
insert in the file a “PP ‘‘X’’, where X is the name of the graph or pie 
Chart file. When the text is printed the graph will be included. The 
files must however by printed using the REPORTMAKER print pro- 
gram and not WORDSTAR. This can be a problem if you have in- 
Stalled special print commands in WORDSTAR that REPORTMAKER 
will not recognize. REPORTMAKER does have it’s own special print 
commands that allow for bold face, double strike, underlining and 
italics. 

The last main feature of REPORTMAKER is the Heading generation 
program. This feature allows for the creation of a logo or other 
graphic image to be displayed at the top of a page for your own cus- 
tom letterhead. 

The biggest fault | find with REPORTMAKER is with the config- 
uration disk. Each time you run the program from a cold boot, you are 
prompted to remove the program disk, insert the configuration disk 
and then to re-insert the program disk. I’m not very fond of all this 
disk swapping just to get the program running. 

REPORTMAKER has some interesting and useful features. It is 
however, somewhat inflexible in that you are limited to Epson FX or 
MX printers with Graftrax Plus or Facit 4510 printers. 
REPORTMAKER also expects the dip switches on the printer to be set 
at the factory defaults. If you have a problem running the program, 
that is probably where the problem is. 

These problems aside, Reportmaker is an easy to use and very 
functional program. If you have a need for graphs and pie charts, 
REPORTMAKER is well worth the $99.00 price. It is available from 
Krepec Software, P.O Box 122, St-Laurent, Quebec, Canada H4L 4V4. 


Ron Forsythe is a member of the Davis Osborne Group. DOG Is one of 
the Affiliated Member Organizations. The group meets on the second 
Thursday of each month at the Davis Science Center. For more in- 
formation, call Barbara Pinney at 756-2967. 
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_ by Andrew Gottlieb 

How would you like to be able to use each and every one of the 
keys on your computer as a function key? What is a function key? It 
is a key that you can program so that when you hit that key you get 
the programmed sequence of characters. For instance, if you are a 
CP/M user, a useful function keys might be “DIR A:’* to get the direc- 
tory of disc drive A, or ‘PIP A:=B*.*” to copy everything on the B 
drive onto the A drive. Most computers have some function keys that 
you Can program, but usually only a few keys. The Osborne computer 
has more than most computers, 10 to be exact. But what if you could 
have 20, 30, 50, or more function keys? And what if you could 
redefine the keys at any point, conveniently and quickly, even from 
within an application program like WordStar or SuperCalc? 

Well, it sounds too good to be true, but it is possible with 
SMARTKEY, a remarkably useful program developed by FBN Soft- 
ware of Pebble Beach, California, and distributed for the Osborne by 
lon Software of Mercer Island. SMARTKEY creates an intelligent key- 
board out of your Osborne. It allows you to create function keys on 
your keyboard to match the application program you are using. For 
instance, it lets you redefine a key to issue a complex sequence of 
commands to perform some task using a word processing program 
such as WordStar. Additionally, you can change the layout of your 
keyboard to be more convenient. For example, | am typing this article 
on an Osborne computer, where it is a long reach to the double quote 
key, so | have redefined the “‘;” key so that when hit | get a double 


quote. This key is much easier to reach. 
cont. on page 30 


How does SMARTKEY work? When run, the program installs itself 
in the computer’s memory right below CP/M, where it occupies 2K of 
memory. Once installed, it is invisible to the user, until called up by 
hitting a special key such as the “|” key, or any other key that you 
wish to use. When the ‘‘|”’ key is depressed, SMARTKEY comes into 
operation, allowing you to define a key. SMARTKEY can be used 
within almost any applications program, including word processing 
programs, spreadsheet programs, and data base programs. 
SMARTKEY is a great improvement over the Osborne function keys 
because it is possible to re-define function keys at any point, from 
within any program. In order to change the Osborne function keys 
you must exit any program, and run the Osborne Setup program. 

There are two ways you can use SMARTKEY. One way is to simply 
hit the ‘‘!’’ key, then the key you wish to define, and then enter a se- 
quence of keys that you wish it to be defined to. Then every time you 
hit the redefined key you will instead get the sequence you entered. 
This is useful for changing the layout of your keyboard, or making 
your cursor keys issue commands that work within your applications 
program. 

The other way of using SMARTKEY is to redefine a key as a func- 
tion key. What this means is that when you hit the key normally, you 
get the hardware definition of the key. But when you hit a “lead-in” 
key, such as “‘\’, and then the key, you get a string of commands that 
you have defined. This is the part of SMARTKEY that is really excit- 
ing, as it lets you have a full keyboard of special function keys. It lets 
you execute a complex series of commands by hitting only two keys. 
| find this particularly useful when using word processing programs 
Or spreadsheet programs. For instance, | am typing ‘“‘\s’” and 
SMARTKEY is typing its name. 

SMARTKEY allows you not only to create new configurations for 
your keyboard, but also to save these configurations, and use them 
again. So you Can Create a special keyboard for your word-process- 

‘ing program, a special keyboard for your spreadsheet, and so on. 
With SMARTKEY and a little thought, you can create a dedicated 
word processing machine, a dedicated spreadsheet machine, and a 
dedicated data base machine! 

Other Functions of Smartkey 

Besides allowing you to reconfigure your keyboard, and add func- 
tion keys, SMARTKEY allows you to redefine keys to any ASCII char- 
acter, even characters that aren’t on your keyboard. For instance, | 
can convert the parentheses keys on my Osborne so they can also 
print brackets. 'Isn’t that interesting?! You can even add a 
backspace key, or a DELETE key. The possibilities are almost 
limitless. 

Documentation and Ease of Use 

SMARTKEY is very easy to use. Within five minutes | was using it 
effectively. Although it comes with a 17 page manual, the basic in- 
structions are 3 or 4 pages. The rest is useful technical information 
and information on how to reconfigure SMARTKEY for different sys- 
tems. The documentation could be improved by some more 
examples. 

Once SMARTKEY is in place in memory, it does not affect the use of 
other programs. In fact, it is easy to forget it is in memory at all! Itis a 
good idea to create some key labels so that you can remember the 
key definitions you have created. You can get quite creative with 
SMARTKEY. For instance, by using the standard Osborne function 
keys, and SMARTKEY function keys for the numeric keypad, you can 
create 33 function keys for WordStar, on the numeric keypad alone! 

Limitations and Problems 

A minor limitation of SMARTKEY is that the total number of char- 
acters that you can use in your keyboard definitions is around 500. 
This is quite a bit, though, and is not very likely to be a problem for 
most people. For comparison, the Osborne function keys allow you to 
use only 96 characters total. 

| found that SMARTKEY worked well with all of my applications 
programs, except for a customized memory-mapped WordStar. With 
memory-mapped WordStar the program worked somewhat inconsis- 
tently, sometimes causing the system to crash. However, you Can use 
predefined definitions without any problems. The inconsistency oc- 
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curs when you try to re-define keys. SMARTKEY worked fine with 
memory-mapped SuperCalc. 

To use SMARTKEY with dBASE Il it is necessary to reconfigure 
SMARTKEY using a simple patch utility supplied with it. This is be- 
cause dBASE Il, unlike most programs, looks for a “Console not 
ready’ signal before it takes input. (This is why the standard 
Osborne function keys don’t work with dBASE II.) Once reconfigured, 
SMARTKEY works fine. 

One problem is in warm boot handling. (A warm boot is what hap- 
pens when you type a Control C “C). During a warm boot, most CP/M 
systems do not reload the BIOS, only the rest of CP/M. The Osborne 
reloads everything, which would erase SMARTKEY from memory. So 
SMARTKEY instead intercepts any attempt to warm boot, and de- 
feats it. This only becomes a problem if you do a lot of disk switching. 
The problem can be surmounted by putting SMARTKEY on most of 
your applications disks, so that you can hit reset and then reload 
SMARTKEY when you switch disks. 

Summary 

SMARTKEY is a remarkably useful CP/M program that serves a 
variety of efficiency increasing purposes: it allows you to reconfigure 
your computer keyboard to allow for a more useful arrangement of 
keys, to add any ASCII key to your keyboard, and to create an almost 
unlimited number of function keys, even if your keyboard has none, 
and to send commands to your printer at any time to change it’s font 
or other printer features. SMARTKEY costs only $60, which for the 
convenience it adds is well worth the cost. When it comes to making 
computing easier and more convenient, SMARTKEY is perhaps the 
most useful program you can buy. 


Andrew Gottlieb, 1055 Sonoma Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025 


For any interested members, you can buy this program through FOG. 
See the FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE column later in this issue. 
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MOVING? 


Please help the FOGHORN move with you. 
Send your membership number and new address to: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 
Number: 
Name: 
New address: 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure uninter- 
rupted delivery. 


LOOKING FOR LOCAL GROUPS? 
For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organizations closest to you, 
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 
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ADVERTISEMENT | ADVERTISEMENT 


Affordable business eraphics 
for Osborne 1 and Executive 
computers. Only $34.95! 


OSGRAPH(tm): With OSGRAPH, your Osborne 1 or Executive computer and printer become 
capable of producing sophisticated business graphics. OSGRAPH will help you put the data 
you generate with your computer into a form that’s easy to understand and analyze. 


The OSGRAPH package processes just about any data source (hand—entered data, SuperCale 
data, dBase II data, Mbasic program output and more) into high quality bar charts (both 
horizontal and vertical formats), pie charts and xy plots (scatter graphs). 


Charts and graphs are created interactively on-screen through a series of easy—to—use 
menus. Hard copy printed output may be produced on the following dot matrix and daisy 
wheel printers: Epson (with Graftrax), IDS Prism 80/132 (with Dot—Plot) and Microprism, 
C Itoh Prowriter and Starwriter, Okidata 82/83 (with OkiGraph) and 92/93, NEC 8023AC, 
Transtar 180, Qume Sprint 5, Sanyo 5500, Silver Reed 550 and all Diablo 630 compatible printers. 


The OSGRAPH package includes two double—density (or three single—density) diskettes, a 
clearly written 76 page user’s manual and sample data and format files for all chart types. 
OSGRAPH output is fully compatible with our OSBOARD and OSBRIBF packages described 
below. Order OSGRAPH today at the unbelievably low price of only $34.95. 

OSBOARD(tm): The original full-screen graphics editor for the Osborne 1 —-— now available 
for the Executive too! Allows you to easily create screens of graphic information which may be 
saved to disk or printed on your daisy wheel or dot—matrix printer. Special output file formats 
allow graphics to be easily entered into your own Basic, CBasic or assembly language programs. 
Osborne 1 or Executive versions available at only $29.95. 

OSBRIEF (tm): Allows any number of OSGRAPH or OSBOARD graphic screens to be easily 
sequenced and displayed on the screen of your Osborne 1 or Executive -—— absolutely NO 
programming required. Eleven spectacular special effects (like "fade—in" and "fade—out") are 
available to add impact to your sales presentation, automated briefing or electronic 
"slide—show." The Osborne 1 or Executive versions are available for only $24.95. 

SPECIAL OFFER: Buy both OSBOARD and OSGRAPH at the regular price and receive 
OSBRIEF free! Specify Osborne 1 (SD or DD) or Executive versions. California residents add 
6% tax (L.A. county add 6.5%). Postage: Add $2 per order. Dealer inquiries are invited. 
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For more information, a free descriptive brochure or to order, contact: 


DG/Systems, 23145 Bigler Street, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
Phone: mcd 716-1655 nie cach asics si Source: STE444 
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MORE MODIFICATIONS 


FOR WORDSTAR AND THE EPSON 
by Jeff Lund 


| am sure that anyone who has an Epson printer with Graftrax Plus 
has been disappointed with the fact that WordStar is not capable of 
using all the advanced features that this printer offers. It is possible, 
using INSTALL, to modify WordStar so that it is able to support the 
following Epson functions: compressed print, double width print, em- 
phasized print, italics, subscripts, and superscripts. For those daring 
enough to make the changes, it is also possible to modify the mes- 
sages displayed in the ~P help menu of WordStar to show the new 
options available. Here's how: 


First, boot up the computer using the CP/M Utility disk. Place the 
disk you use for WordStar in drive B. When the A> prompt appears 
type INSTALL to run the WordStar installation program. When asked 
if this is a normal first time installation reply N. Next, choose option B 
from the list of possible installation types. The filename of WordStar 
to be installed is B:WS.COM. The file for saving the installed 
WordStar is also B:WS.COM. Next the installation program will ask 
you questions about your terminal type, printer, communications 
protocol, and print driver. lf WordStar has already been installed, the 
answer to each of these questions should be U (if it has not already 
been installed see the Osborne reference guide for instructions). 
When INSTALL asks if all modifications to WordStar are complete re- 
ply N. INSTALL will then ask you the address of the memory location 
that you wish to change. Enter ROLDOW:. INSTALL will then display 
the old value of ROLDOW: (probably 00H) and ask for the new value. 
Enter 03 followed by a carriage return (<er>). To change the next 
memory location (ROLDOW:-+ 1) simply type <er>, INSTALL will 
then display the contents of ROLDOW:-+ 0001 and ask for the new 
value. Enter 1B<er>. Repeat this process to enter all the informa- 
tion in the “changes” section. When finished enter 0 as the location 
to be changed. INSTALL will then ask you if everything is correct and 
write the change to the disk if you reply Y. 


CHANGES 

ROLDOW: 03 ROLUP : 03 USR1: 04 
ROLDOW:+1 1B ROLUP:+1 1B USR1:+1 1B 
ROLDOW: +2 53 ROLUP:+2 53 USR1:+2 54 
ROLDOW:+3 01 ROLUP:+3 00 USR1:+3 1B 
USR1:+4 48 

USR2 : 01 USR3: 02 USR4: 02 
USR2:+1 OE USK? IB USR4:+1 1B 
USR3:+2 45 _ USR4:+2 46 

RIBOFF: Oe RIBBON: 02 PALT: 01 
RIBOFF :+1 1B RIBBON: +1 1B PALT:+1 OF 


RIBOFF:+2 35 RIBBON: +2 34 


PSTD: 01 
PSTD:+1 12 


The print commands will now be as follows: 


PA compressed print 

PN normal print 

PY italics begin/end 

PE emphasized begin 

PR emphasized end 

pw double width on (NOTE: the only way to turn off double width is 

with a <cr>) 

“py subscript begin/end (just like the “P menu says) 

“pT superscript begin/end (just like the ~P menu says) | 

“pq subscript and superscript off (NOTE: it takes two controls to turn 
off subscripts and superscripts. For example to turn off sub- 
scripts type “PV ~PQ.) 

Please notice that two print controls are required to turn off sub- 
scripts and superscripts. There is a good reason for this. For exam- 
ple, when you send the first “PV to turn on subscripting you send the 
printer the commands for ROLDOW. The next “PV you type will send 
the printer the commands for ROLUP. If you don’t “reset” the 
scripting by ending with the second “PV, the next time you try to 
send a subscript it will print as a superscript. Trust me. 

lf you think that you can remember this list of commands, then you 
are done, congratulations, enjoy! If, however, you are like me and 
tend to forget things, the next thing to modify is the help menu that 
“P causes WordStar to print. This can be done by using the utility 
DDT to make changes to the actual machine language code. For 
example the word end, in machine language, would be represented by 
the numbers 65 6E 64 in hexadecimal. By using this coding system, 
we can modify the messages in WordStar to say anything that we 
wish them to. 

To do this, again using the CP/M Utility disk and with the 
WordStar disk still in drive B, type DDT B:WSMSGS.OVR. The screen 
will now say something like 

DDT VERS 2.2 

NEXT PC 

6900 0100 
The prompt for DDT is the ‘‘-’’. If you have never used DDT before, 
don’t worry, it is not too hard (and don’t be frightened by the amount 
of information that is going to be entered; it goes very quickly). To 
change the machine language code that prints out the messages for 
WordStar type in the following. (Your screen should look exactly like 
the example that follows.) 

-S1/1ED (cr) 
11ED 72 69 (cr) 
IEE 69 74 (cr) 
WEF 62 61 (cr) 
11F0 62 6C (cr) 
11F1 6F 69 <cr) 
11F2 6E 63 (cr) 
11F3 20 73 (cr) 
11F4 63 20 (cr) 
11F5 6F 62 (cr) 
11F6 6C 65 (cr) 
11F7 6F 67 (cr) 
11F8 72 69 (cr) 
11F9 20 6E <cr) 
11FA 63 2F (cr) 
11FB 68 65 (cr) 
11FC 61 6E (cr) 
11FD 6E 64 (cr) 
FE 67 20 (cr) 
11FF 65 20 (cr) 
1120 20 . «cr) (The period means “‘I’m done with this’) 
=§1253 (cr) 
1253 20 OE <cr) 
1254 OE 20 (cr) 
1255 20 41 (cr) 
1256 41 3D <cr) 
1257 3D 63 (cr) 
1258 61 6F ‘cr 


1259 6C 6D (cr) ; 


~ 
~ 
~ 
~~ 
~~ 
~ 











125A 74 70 (cr) 
125B 65 72 (cr) 
125C 72 65 (cr) 
125D 6E 73 (cr) 
125E 61 73 (cr) 
125F 74 65 (cr) 
1260 65 64 (cr) 
126120 . (cr) 
-S12AE (cr) 
T2AE 46 45 (cr) 
12AF 3D 3D (cr) 
12B0 70 45 (cr) 
12B1 68 6D <cr) 
12Be 61 70 (cr) 
12B3 6E 68 ‘cr? 
12B4 74 61 <cr) 
12B5 6F 73 (cr) 
12B6 6D 69 ‘cr? 
12B7 20 73 <cr) 
12B8 73 20 (cr) 
12B9 70 62 (cr) 
12BA 61 65 (cr) 
12BB 63 67 ‘cr 
12BC 65 69 <cr) 
12BD 09 6E <cr> 
1eBE 20 20 ‘cr? 
1eBF 20 20 <cr) 
12C0 20 09 <cr) 
1201 20 20 (cr) 
1eCe 47 20 (cr) 
12C3 3D 20 (cr) 
12C4 70 20 (cr) 
12C5 68 52 (cr) 
12C6 2E 3D (cr) 
12eC7 20 65 (cr) 
12eC8 72 6D <cr) 
1209 75 70 (cr) 
12CA 62 68 (cr) 
12CB 6F 61 (cr) 
20 75:73 ACP) 
12CD 74 69 (cr) 
12CE 20 73 (cr) 
1eCF 28 20 (cr) 
12D0 73 65 (cr) 
12D1 65 6E (cr) 
12D2 65 64 (cr) 
12D3 20 20 (cr) 
12D4 6D 20 (cr) 
12D5 61 20 (cr) 
12D6 6E 20 (cr) 
12D7 75 20 (cr) 
12D8 61 20 (cr) 
12D9 6C 20 (cr) 
12DA 29 20 (cr) 
12DB 20 . ‘cr? 
261320 Cr? 
132C 20 OE <cr) 
132D OE 20 (cr) 
132E 20 57 (cr) 
gC al cope do Oe 0) 
1330 2C 57 <cr) 
1331 20 69 (cr) 
1332 57 64 (cr) 
1333 2C 65 (cr) 
1334 20 20 (cr) 
1335 45 70 (cr) 
1336 2C 69 (cr) 
1337 20 74 (cr) 
1338 52 63 (cr) 
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1339 20 68 (cr) 
133A 3D 20 (cr) 
133B 20 20 ‘cr) 
133675:2e0 er) 
133D 73 20 ‘cr? 
133E 65 20 (cr) 
133F 72 20 (cr) 
1340 20 20 (cr) 
1341 70 09 <cr) 
1342 72 20 <cr) 
1343 69 51 (cr) 
1344 6E 3D (cr) 
1345 74 73 (cr) 
1346 65 75 (cr) 
1347 Jc 62: (cr? 
1348 20 eF <cr) 
1349 63 73 (cr) 
134A 6F 75 (cr) 
134B 6E 70 (cr) 
134C 74 65 (cr) 
134D 72 72-<cr) 
134E 6F 73 (cr) 
134F 6C 63 (cr) 
1350-73 7e(cr) 
1351 20°69 <cr) 
1352 09 70 (cr) 
1353 09 74 (cr) 
1354 20 20 (cr) 
1355 20 6F (cr) 
1356 20 66 (cr) 
1357 20 66 (cr) 
1358 53 20 (cr) 
1359 50 09 (cr) 
135A 41 20 (cr) 
135B 43 20 (cr) 
135C 45 20 (cr) 
135D 3D 20 (cr) 
135E 63 53 (cr) 
135F 61 50 (cr) 
1360 6E 41 (cr) 
1361 63 43 (cr) 
1362 65 45 (cr) 
1363 6C 3D (cr) 
1364 20 63 (cr) 
1365 70 61 (cr? 
1366 72 6E (cr) 
1367 65 63 (cr) 
1368 66 65 (cr) 
1369 69 6C (cr) 
136A 78 20 (cr) 


_ 136B 20 70 (cr) 


136C 20 72 (cr) 
136D 20 65 (cr) 
136E 20 66 (cr) 
136F 20 69 (cr) 
1370 20 78 (cr) 
1371 20 20 (cr) 
1372 20 00 (cr) 
1373 00 89 (cr) 
1374 89 AO (cr) 
1375 AO 20 (cr) 
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1376 20 . (cr) 

-"C (C gets you out of DDT) 

The CP/M prompt will now appear. Type SAVE 104 B:WS.MSGS.OVR 
<tr>, the 104 means that you are saving 104 pages of hex memory. 
Well, that’s all folks. Assuming that you didn’t make any typos, it will 
all work. Go ahead and give it a try. 


Jeff Lund is a member of the Davis Osborne Group. Check the CAL- 
ENDAR for meeting details. Jeff has submitted four SUBMIT files 
which will make all the patches described in this article to the librar 
They should be released very shortly. 
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The Executive Parallel Cable 
by Mehmet Pamukcu 


| bought my Osborne Executive, the very first computer of my life 
about a month ago and immediately started punching the keys with 
the Wordstar program. The awe and amazement that | felt initially 
and the ease with which, |, a two finger typist can comfortably use 
the features, are still with me. With absolutely no knowledge of 
computereze, | was able to learn at a fast pace from the publications 
(| am no book worm) provided with all the six software packages in- 
cluded with the Executive. No doubt, my Osborne and | will become 
very good friends and get to know each other intimately (| hope). 

However, after a week’s fiddling with the Wordstar, | realized that, 
in order to learn this software well, | had to have a printer. | went out 
and bought an Okidata Model 92 at a reasonable price. | was told by 
the dealer that the printer came with a parallel port, but that he was 
unable to provide a cable. “If | were to go to the place where | bought 
my Osborne, or any other computer hardware store, | could find the 
cable’ | was told. He made me feel like it was as easy as buying a 
power extender cord from a hardware store. 

| combed through every computer store | could possibly find 
around my hometown (I live at the heart of so-called Silicon Valley, 
Sunnyvale). For some reason, that week none of the stores had the 
cable. Those which carried the cable either gave very long delivery 
times or quoted jolting prices. (The plug to the printer was no prob- 
lem. It was called “Centronics” compatible; every sales clerk knew 
what that was). 

Then, | remembered that | had a soldering iron at home and de- 
cided to make my own printer cable according to the instructions 
given in my manual. It seemed rudimentary enough! 

The manual specified the kind of IEEE-488 plug | had to have for 
my Osborne. | called or went to just about every electronic hardware 
store; nobody seemed to know what IEEE-488 GPIB plug was. 

A friend of mine who owns an Osborne 1, suggested that | indicate 
the pin number and configuration along with the plug specs when | 
call. Sure enough, the third store | contacted recognized what | was 
talking about. 

Happily, | bought the remainder of the cable hardware and started 
soldering. | followed instructions to the word and triple checked 
everything | did before using the finished product. It did not work. | 
thought “‘Murphy’s Law” intervened. So, | reread and reexamined all 
a few more times. Tried again: it did not work. 

Now, | started really sweating it. What if | did a simple and stupid 
mistake and burned out several expensive printed circuit boards in- 
side my Osborne? What if | burned out even more components, even | 
more expensive, inside both the Osborne and the printer? 

lf anybody could solve this problem, | thought, some technical per- 
son at Osborne plant is it. My timing could not have been worse. It 
was the day they announced Osborne’s Chapter 11 woes. The lines 
were constantly busy. 

| went to my wise friend again for advise. He said that | need not 
worry and that no printer works first time. | thought, no doubt, he is 
beginning to feel sorry for me. He gave me an idea though: ‘go and 
buy one of the commercially available cables, check the pin-to-pin 
connections, and figure out what you have done wrong. Then, cor- 
rect your custom cable and return the other one for refund”. 
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The possibility of a misprint in my manual began to dawn on me. 

A careful evaluation of both cables revealed a shocking fact. Out of 
the suggested fifteen pin connections only two were alike between 
the two cables. 

| corrected my masterpiece, and after three frustrating weeks | had 
a custom made printer cable! 


Here is the list of parallel cable connections that worked for me: 
Osborne Executive Printer Centronics 


lIEEE-488 Connector Connector 
Pin No. Pin No. 
1 2 
2 3 
3 4 
4 5 
6 = 
6 1 
é / ~ 
8 11 
9 a 
10 13 
11 - 
12 17 
13 6 
14 7 
15 8 
16 g 
a7, - 
18 - 
19 19 
20 20 
21 29 
22 - 
23 - 
24 - 
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A Little Bit of Everything 


by Tom Graves 

| have been saving bits of information ever since | sent my Osborne 
of for its upgrade. Getting the upgrade itself was an experience. | had 
a late February date. In February | received a letter from Osborne say- 
ing to hold off sending my machine in for four weeks. This delay 
would compensate for the six week turn-around they were having 
and the upgrade would be done in the promised two weeks. Four 
weeks later | shipped the Ozzy off. Two months later my dealer re- 
ceived it with a broken disk drive door. They handed it over to me 
after Osborne flew a new door to the East coast. The first hint of trou- 
ble was that no signal passed through the new external monitor jack. 
This turned out to be a loose connection. After about five to seven 
hours of use, the Osborne threw garbage on the screen when “RE- 
TURN” was hit to boot a disk, the disk was not booted. After another 
few hours, on power up, the screen filled with garbage, the disk 
drives started flying, both red lights came on and stayed, and the 
beeper let out a continuous squeal. The technician said it sounded 
like “typical” screen upgrade crash and that | should have it back in 
three or four days. Two weeks later | was told it had to be returned to 
California. Finally, after two months from the time | took the crashed 
system back, | have a, so far, fully functional and running upgraded 
Osborne, although my stomach turns over every time something out 
of the ordinary happens. | have heard from people who have had no 
problems and from people now on there third logic board and still 
having problems. The point is, there have been too many problems 
with the upgrades. | lost four months of computer-time, and my 
dealer says that 100%, repeat, 100%, of the screen upgrades came 
back with varying degrees of problems. Mine was one of three sent 
back to Osborne in one shipment. Enough of this, having aired my 
gripes, | will get on with the bits and pieces | have been saving for 
four months. 
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THE UPGRADE | 

Despite the long wait, | am happy with the upgrade. | received two 
new disk drives and a new keyboard. The tech at my dealer said | 
probably also got a new power supply and logic board and that prob- 
ably the only old parts were ‘‘the case and the handle.” Well, | do 
have the old monitor. It might be picky, but | do not like having to 
either cold boot or run Setup to place a disk’s function keys in mem- 
ory, a Side affect of leaving the screen size in RAM. But the 80 col- 
umns is great with WordStar and 104 is great with SuperCalc, and 
yes, | have gotten an external monitor. While readable, even | would 
get tired reading the extra small characters on the 5” screen. After 
having both the Zenith ‘‘Green Screen” and the Sanyo 12” green 
screen hooked up to my Osborne, | purchased the Sanyo. It is more 
expensive, but has a much better resolution and readability. 

BDOS ERROR: BAD SECTOR 

My letter in the July, 1983, FOGHORN was hastefully dashed off on 
a typewriter, the first time | had touched the beast since getting the 
Osborne. | would like to add a couple of comments. First, | discovered 
that cleaning the drives worked after everything else had not worked, 
however, only a couple of seconds are needed. Second, | waited until 
| got nothing but “BDOS ERROR:” messages before recleaning. 
Third, according to the Sept/Oct, 1982, issue of OS/TECH, both of 
my old drives were Siemens (no levers visible). My upgraded machine 
came back with two MPI’s (littie levers showing, but mine are on the 
right, not on the left as they stated. | have not taken my cover of to 
check). Is there any correlation between this BDOS ERROR problem 
and drive make? Maybe people having this problem can write in to 
see if there is a correlation. | can help to keep score through 
CompuServe (75735,1306) or the Source (STG196). But both my 
drives were the same. | agree with David that it is odd that only one 
drive should get so dirty. Time will tell if | still have the problem. 

| am now sometimes getting ‘Unformatted Disk in B” followed by 
‘BDOS ERROR ON B: SELECT” error messages even though | have 
formatted disks in place. Of course | get kicked out of WordStar, or 
whatever applications program | am in. Warm booting drive B clears 
up this error. This problem is just starting to occur, after having the 
machine back for two and a half weeks. | suspect it is related to the 
“BDOS ERROR ON B:”’ as it has only happened on drive B. It may or 
may not be related to the tolerances of the alignment of the drive 
head. If it is related to the earlier problem, then it goes against the 
theory of being drive-make related. 

MULTIPLE COPY PRINTING WITH WORDSTAR 

This falls in the ‘“‘isn’t it obvious” department. According to all the 
ads, WordStar will not make multiple copies. No option for doing 
such is listed if you work your way down the PRINT option list. How- 
ever, Osborne owners have Mail-Merge. If you need more than one 
copy, hit ‘“M’’ instead of ‘P” followed by “RETURN.” When you get to 
the question about number of copies, enter your choice. Simple. 
HexPrintR (C.1. Software, 1380 Garnet Ave. E149, San Diego, Ca. 
92109). 

A follow up to Thomas Mitchell’s review in the January, 1983, 
FOGHORN. HexPrintR works, there is no way around that fact. How- 
ever, its uSe Can be a bit cumbersome. For example, in order to get the 
Epson’s tiny superscript, the following must be entered into the text: 
“PR1B’ PRS’ R, PR. To turn off the superscript: “PR1B” PRH. The 
way around this is to have a dedicated copy of WordStar with 
HexPrintR installed and to fill up the function keys with your most 
common commands. You then can edit with your regular copy of 
WordStar, which probably has most of the printer codes you need 
anyway, and then use the HexPrintR copy for special jobs. 

One other note: The ~R’s are not counted when WordStar justifies, 
but all the non-control characters are, even though they do not show 
in the final copy. Thus, a line with a superscripted footnote would 
print seven characters shorter than the rest. This difference would 
have to be compensated for by using the Margin Release ‘“ OX” 
when entering HexPrintR codes and making the line that much 
longer. It also would have been nice if the manual had more and the 
disk library had any examples for the Epson, but you can’t have 


| ~ everything and they obviously worked around their printer, which is 
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the C. Itoh 8510. Still, at the price it isn’t bad, but | wonder if you 
could do the same thing with Smartprint, a program | have not had a 
chance to play with? If you already have MATH™, HexPrintR will not 
install on top, you will need a separate copy of WordStar just for 
HexPrintR. One final comment, HexPrintR does take away from the 
memory available for text, making WordStar do more disk reads and 
writes than otherwise. 

qBASE’S “MODIFY COMMAND” 

Walter Lersch mentions a couple of problems with the “Modify 
Command” editor in dBase Il, namely the sometimes failure of 
“CTRL-W” to save changes or for some other file to be affected be- 
Sides the one being modified (PORTABLE COMPANION, AUGUST, 
1983). Another problem is the size of a modified file. Apparently, 
when you modify a .CMD file, dBase sets up pointers around the old 
text to the new, for the new .CMD file couid end up longer than the old. 
| discovered this when | removed the remark statements from a file to 
Save space and then used a directory to see my gain. The new file 
was longer than the “remarked”’ file. Loading the file into WordStar 
and immediately saving it caused the file to show the expected sav- 
ings in size. Also, have you ever taken the cursor past the end of the 
.CMD file? There is nothing to tell the editor that the end of file has 
been reached so---- you start dredging up “‘old memories” which 
may end up appended to your file. 

SOME UTILITIES FOR THE “BIT PARADE” 

Most of the public domain software | have looked at has been utili- 

ties. | have had fourteen disks from the FOG library which arrived 
after | sent my machine off to be upgraded, so | am still exploring 
these disks. Most of the following were taken from a local RCPM but 
are in the FOG library. SWEEP36 and/or WASH14. These are nearly 
identical disk maintenance programs, completely menu driven, and 
allow for viewing files, deleting, renaming, and _ batch 
operations(SWEEP only) on the directory. One big difference is size. 
SWEEP is 28K, WASH is 4 (3K with double density). [The /atest 
SWEEP program, NSWEEP. is only 8K SD or 7K on DD. David| ERAQ 
allows for quaered erase operations and will, if told to, erase pro- 
tected files without you having to unprotect them. It takes longer to 
clean a disk than with ERA B:*.*, but you don’t loose the wrong files, 
either. Of course, you have the chance to selectively erase programs 
with SWEEP and WASH also. Everyone, by now, has heard of SQ 
(Squeeze) and USQ (Unsqueeze). These are needed to place or obtain 
files from many RCPM’s. They are also convenient for archival stor- 
age of data on your own system. If you do use SQ for archival storage, 
you should get a copy of TYPE1/ which will allow you to read your 
files without unsqueezing them. Another path to dense storage is the 
LU library programs scattered on Fog library disks UTL.16-19. In- 
stead of compressing files, this program will take several small files 
and make one large one, saving disk space by not wasting all the 
‘unused portions of sectors at the end of files. You can store text or 
.COM files. Files can be extracted when needed from the Library file. 
The .COM files can be run without extracting them from the library 
with LRUN. The directory can be viewed separately (i.e., without 
opening the Library file with LU) using LUDIR. 

That is all | have to say for now. | will send in more bits as they 
Clutter up my head. 
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SQUEEZING FACILITY 
SQ.COM, USQ.COM, TYPESQ.COM, 


PRINTSQ.COM 
by Bob Van Cleef 


This introduction is extracted from more complete documentation, 
SQUEEZER.DOC, that was written by the program author, Dick 
Greenlaw, and is available with the programs in the club's program 
library [-FOG/UTL..003). | 

The file squeezing facility is a member of a set of Public Domain 
programs that are used to control the size of a file. The first program, 
SQ, compresses files into a more compact form. This provides: 

1. Faster transmission by modem. (requires 8 bit transfer) 





2. Fewer diskettes to distribute with a CP/M program package. (In- 
clude the CP/M version of USQ.COM and instructions, both 
unsqueezed.) 

3. Smaller files for archival storage. | 
Any file can ibe squeezed, but program source files and text files 

benefit the most, typically shrinking by 35%. Files containing only a 

limited character set, such as dictionary files, may shrink as much 

as 48%. Squeezed files look like gibberish and must be unsqueezed 
before they can be used. 

Typical compression rates are: 

Binary 6% (Don’t bother) 

Source 33% (using full ASCII set) 

Dictionary 46% (using only upper 
case) 

70 Squeezed files may subsequently be recovered in one of three 
ways. The unsqueezer, USQ, expands squeezed files into exact du- 
plicates of the original file or provides a quick, unsqueezed display of 
the tops of (or all of) squeezed files for preview purposes. TYPESQ 
provides a quick, unsqueezed display of squeezed files to the com- 
puter screen, and PRINTSQ will provide a listing of the squeezed file 
to the CP/M LST: device (the printer). These are done very quickly 
because the unsqueezing process requires the file to be read only one 
time. On the other hand, however, Squeezing is a multi-pass process, 
and squeezing a really big file takes a few minutes. 

The squeezed filename is formed by changing the second letter of 
the CP/M file type to Q. If there is no file type, the squeezed file type is 
QQQ. A CP/M file type consists of three letters following a period. 
(12345678.ABC) where, .ABC is the file type. In this case, the ““B” 
would be changed to a “Q”. 

Both SQ and USQ accept batches of work specified by lists of file 
names (with drives if needed) and miscellaneous options. They ac- 
cept these parameters in any of three ways: 

1. On the CP/M command line. 
2. From the console keyboard. 
3. Froma file. | 

In the simplest case either SQ or USQ can simply be given one or 
more file names (with or without drive names): 

ASQ XYZ. ASM 
ASQ THISFILE .DOC B: THATFILE . DOC 

will create squeezed files XYZ.AQM, THISFILE.DQC, and 

THATFILE.DQC all on the current drive, A:. The original files are not 

disturbed. Note that the names of the squeezed files are generated by 

the program itself, in accordance with the rules — you don’t specify 
them. 

Likewise, the command 

A)USQ XYZ. AQM 

will create file XYZ.ASM overwriting the original. (The original name 

is recreated from information stored in the squeezed version.) Again, 

the source file, in this case, the squeezed version, is not disturbed, 
although if the output file XYZ.ASM existed it will be overwritten. 

Each file name is processed in order, and you can list all the files 
you can fit ina command line. 

The file names given to SQ and USQ must be specific, that is, SQ, 
USQ, TYPESQ and PRINTSQ will NOT accept the ‘*’ and ‘?’ wildcards 
in file names. There is a companion program, FLS.COM, that will al- 
low the wildcard options to be used. The full SQUEEZER.DOC file will 


‘show you how to use program FLS to expand patterns like *.ASM (all 


files of type asm) into a list of specific names and feed them into SQ or 
USQ. 

The above examples let the destination drive default to the current 
logged drive, which was shown in the prompt to be A:. You can 
change the destination drive as often as you like in the parameter list. 
For example, 7 

AYSQ X.ASMB: Y.ASMZ.ASMC: D:S.ASM 
will create X.AQM on the current drive, A:, Y.AQM and Z.AQM on the 
B: drive and S.AQM on the C: drive. Note that the first three originals 
are on drive A: and the last one is on drive D:. Remember that each 
parameter is processed in order, so you must change the destination 
drive before you specify the files to be created on that drive. Remem- 
cont. on page 36 





ber, if a file with the same name already exists it will be overwritten! 

Eventually you will have diskettes with many squeezed files on 
them and you will wonder what is in which file. If they weren’t 
squeezed you would use the TYPE command to look at the comments 
at the beginning of the files. But squeezed files just make a mess on 
your CRT screen when you TYPE them. Therefore, there is a preview 
option to the USQ program. 

AYUSQ -10 X.BQS B:Y.AQM 
will not take the time to create unsqueezed files. Instead it will 
unsqueeze the first 10 lines of each file and display them on your 
console. The display from each file consists of the file names, the 
data and a formfeed (FF) which will cause your printer to start a new 
page if you hit a CTRL-P along the way. Also, 

AYUSQ - C:XYZ.MQC 
will unsqueeze and display the first 65,535 lines of any files listed. 
That’s the biggest number you can give it, and is intended to display 
the whole file. 

This preview option also ensures that the data is displayable. The 
parity bit is stripped off (some Wordstar files use it for format control) 
and any unusual control characters are converted to periods. You'll 
see some of these at the end of the files as the CP/M end of file is 
treated as data and the remainder of the sector is displayed. 

The TYPESQ program will perform on a Squeezed file in the same 
manner that the CP/M TYPE command works on an unsqueezed file. 
It does not have a line limitation option like USQ, and displays the 
unknown characters as blank spaces, instead of periods. Therefore, 

AY TYPESQ XYZ. DQC 
will behave in the same manner as, 

A) TYPE XYZ.DOC 
except, if you type ~P before the execution of the CP/M TYPE com- 
mand, a copy of the listing will be sent to your printer, whereas, with 
TYPESQ, ~P will not be effective. Because of this there is one more 
program in the collection. PRINTSQ.COM. 

PRINTSQ is a modified version of TYPESQ that lists to the printer, 
instead of the screen. This allows you to store your documentation in 
squeezed format, and print out new copies without having to 
unsqueeze the file first. Note that another way of getting printout is to 
use USQ with the previous option (e.g. -10) and hit a ~P. The two 
printouts are in slightly different formats, so use whichever you 
prefer. 

Concepts of Operation 

The program compresses strings of identical bytes and then en- 
codes each resulting byte value and EOF as bit strings having 
lengths in inverse proportion to their fr. ‘uency of occurrence in the 
intermediate input stream. The latter uses the Huffman algorithm. 
Decoding information is included in the squeezed file, so squeezing 
short files or files with uniformly distributed byte values will actually 
increase the size of the file. 

since the file data is treated at the byte level rather then the word 
level, the squeezing operation operates on any kind of file — it is not 
restricted to text. The compression is in two stages: first repeated 
byte values are compressed and then a Huffman code is dynamically 
generated to match the properties of each particular file. This re- 
quires two passes over the source data. 

The decoding table is included in the squeezed file, so squeezing 
short files can actually lengthen them. Fixed decoding tables are not 
used because English and various computer languages vary greatly 
as to upper and lower case proportions and use of special char- 
acters. Much of the savings comes from not assigning codes to un- 
used byte values. 

More detailed comments on the use and operation of these utilities 
-are included in the previously mentioned document file, 
SQUEEZER.DOC and in the available source files. The portion of the 
documentation | have presented here should be more than enough for 
99% of all the normal uses that you should have for this valuable 
Collection of utilities. 
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SMARTKEY — PATCH 
One keyboard becomes two 


or even more! 
by lan J. Curl 


Featured elsewhere [Software Reviews] in this issue of the 
FOGHORN is a review of the very popular program SMARTKEY, cur- 
rently being offered, along with a number of other useful utility pro- 
grams, through FOG (see advertisement in this issue and previous 
issues of the FOGHORN). This review favorably describes the oper- 
ation of the latest version of SMARTKEY. 

Although this article is primarily of interest to purchasers of earlier 
versions of SMARTKEY (that is, those with an i01x prefixed serial 
number), it also serves to illustrate a most exciting new feature of 
SMARTKEY which should be of interest to everyone contemplating 
the purchase of SMARTKEY in the near future. 

SMARTKEY programs with i01y prefixed serial numbers contain 
all the features described in the review; the most exciting enhance- 
ment being the use of the lead-in character to allow the re-definition 
of all keyboard keys whilst still retaining the original keyboard layout 
(if so desired; as even this may be changed, but let’s not confuse the 
issue just yet!). The purpose of this article is to describe how owners 
of earlier versions of SMARTKEY can patch their copies to incor- 
porate this latest feature, which really makes SMARTKEY a very use- 
ful program indeed. Before detailing the patch, a brief description of 
the logic behind it may be of interest to some readers. 

A number of modern terminals generate short character strings 
rather than single characters in response to some function and 
editing keys. These strings typically start with a header; usually a 
Single character which will be referred to as the ‘lead-in’ character. 
SMARTKEY contains code to recognize these strings and can treat 
them as a single character to which a new definition can be attached. 
Since the OSBORNE-1 does not generate these strings, this section of 
code is unused. Rather than waste this code altogether, a minor 
patch is installed to enhance SMARTKEY’s capabilities. 

When string recognition is enabled, SMARTKEY checks each in- 
put character, looking for the lead-in character which marks the start 
of the string. Once one has been found, the program uses a timing 
Check to distinguish between a genuine string and the lead-in char- 
acter typed by the operator. If the next character arrives fast enough, 
it’s obviously the start of a string; unless of course you are capable of 
typing at a rate approaching 5000 words/ minute! 

By disabling the timing check, the specified character is always 
recognized as the start of the string. This means that you can define 
some character such as ‘\’ as the lead-in character for your key- 
board. When you type this, SMARTKEY will swallow it and will tag 
the next character to which a new definition may be attached. There- 
fore although typing ‘\a’ or ‘a’, for example, will each pass an ‘a’ to 
the system, SMARTKEY knows the difference and can redefine ‘\a’ 
without affecting the use of the ‘a’ key. You can even retain the use of 
the lead-in character since typing ‘\\’ will pass ‘\’ to the system. 

The patch information is given in the form of a terminal listing 
using DDT — the comments following = => on the right are to de- 
scribe what is going on and should not be entered. First, ensure that 
you have your CP/M Utility Disk in drive A: (or any disk containing 
CP/M system tracks and the program DDT.COM) and your 
SMARTKEY distribution disk in drive B: (a copy of course). 

<CR> means hit the carriage return key. You type the boldface 
entries. The explanation is in regular type. 

A) ddt b:smartkey.com<CR> ==> load smartkey from drive 


b: using ddt 
DDT VERS 2.2 
NEXT PC 
OE00 0100 
> set memory to OB8EH 


-sh8e<CR> = 
OB8E C8 O<€R> = 
OB8F 3A .<€R> 


=> change OC8H to 00H 
==> enter *.’ to leave ddt set 


mode 
> 
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-g0<Ch> ==> back to cp/m 
Aysave 13 b:smk.com<CR> ==> Save the new program | 
A) 

We must now use the program INSTALL (found on your 

SMARTKEY distribution disk) to further modify SMK.COM so that it 
will recognize string type function keys. To do this place the disk 
containing INSTALL.COM in drive A: and the disk containing 
SMK.COM in drive B: Now load INSTALL.COM by typing 
install<€R> and follow the instructions which appear before you. 
Answer y to the question about terminal function keys. Then specify 
your choice of a lead-in character (anything but <NULL> —’\ isa 
good one), set a leader length of one (1), a trailer length of zero (0) and 
a delay constant of 1800. Answer NO to the question regarding eight- 
bit key codes. 
_ Ifyou are happy with your modifications answer y to the question 
‘Make these changes to the file?”. This will save your modified 
SMK.COM to disk over the original program. If you have made some 
errors Simply answer n and you will be given the opportunity to cor- 
rect your mistakes. If at any time you wish to abort your changes sim- 
ply type ~C. 

Now try running SMK to prove your patch work and also to experi- 
ment with your new feature — the possibilities are endless! Assum- 
ing that ‘\’ was specified as the lead-in character the following is 


provided as an example of what you can do with your new 
SMARTKFY file 


Keyboard Input Console output Comment 
\abed\ef\\ A) abcdef\ prior to 


redefining ‘\a’ 


redefine ‘a’ using 


<ESC> \apqr\st<ESC> A) 
. lead-in character 


.@ parst 
A) 
\abed\ef\\ A)parstbcde f\ after redefinition 
<ESC>\adir <€R> <ESC> A) \a’ gives direc- 
tory of drive a: 
adir M 
A) 
<ESC>\bdir b:<€R> 
<ES¢> A) \b’ gives airec- 
tory of drive b: 
bdirb: M 
A) 
<ESC> \Bstat b:<CR> ‘\B’ gives status 
<ESC> A) : of drive b: 
.Bstatb: M 
A) 


~~ 


saves WS. file 
and return to old 
cursor position 


<ESC>\s"Ks Qp<ESC> A 


§~ KS Qp 
A) 

As you can see your mind is the limit to the possibilities presented 
to you by your new SMARTKEY file. Things really get exciting when 
you consider that it is possible to redefine your whole keyboard and 
still retain a keyboard of function keys by use of the lead-in char- 
acter. For instance you could change your keyboard layout to the 
Dvorak style by redefining your normal keys ie. a,b,c,d, etc. to appear 
in different locations, whilst at the same time defining the two-key 
combinations ‘\a’, \b’,’\c’, etc. (ie. lead-in character followed by nor- 
mal keyboard character) as special function keys eg. \a as 
dir<CR>, \b as dir b:<CR> etc. For people contemplating this 
use it is important to note that the keys forming the definition string 
represent their hardware codes. Definitions are not recursive! For 
example, if ’ is defined to represent the string ‘Englebert’, subse- 
quent use of the ° in a definition string does NOT insert ’Englebert’ 


into the definition. The affect of this can be seen in the terminal ses- 
sion shown below. 


Keyboard Input Console Output Comment 


<ESC>ab<ESC> A) redefine ‘a’ as ‘b’ 
ab 
A) 
<ESC>ba<ESC> A) the actual ‘b’ and 
7 ‘a’ keys are hit 
and not the 
redefined keys 
ba 
A) 


<ESC>\adir<€R><ESC> 8A) the actual ‘a’ key 
is hit, not the 
redefined key 
adir M 
A) 

Well that’s about it from me — the rest is up to you. Now all you 
earlier purchasers of SMARTKEY can share in the excitement that 
your newly patched program offers, redefining keys to your hearts 
content. Should you have any problems with the installation or oper- 
ation of this patch please call (after 5 p.m.) or write to me at 3032 
60th Avenue SE, Mercer Island, WA. 98040; phone (206)236-2494. 


eee & & & & 


Dvorak, anyone? 
by Gale Rhoades 


Below is a diagram of the American National standard Dvorak key- 
board layout. This diagram comes from a copy os Quick Strokes, Fall 
of 1982. If you have a preferred layout, please share it with us. If you 


have other information about the Dvorak keyboard, please share that 


as well 

One computer owner claims to have solved the problem of one key- 
board configuration for him and another for his family by applying 
small labels to the top of each key. He drew a diagonal line across 
each label — one side of the line for him and another for the family. 


OAGHBOHODGAHO 
VOCOBHRHOHO0 
HOOVVGHOROO 
OOGOUOVVOOL 


-- Gale Rhoades 
*2# 2#2e8 2 8 @ 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE OSBORNE 1*: 
IT DOES MORE 
WITH TRANTOR 


HARD DISK SYSTEMS | 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system you can 
expand the capacity of your Osborne 1* computer, 
giving you the speed, convenience and flexibility of 
more expensive computers. It offers you the advan- 
tage of a centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 


The installation procedure takes less than ten minutes 
and requires no technical expertise. Thereafter the 
system is ready to use and requires no preventative 
maintenance. 





OSBORNE EXECUTIVE | 


5MB ~_10MB 15MB 33MB 
$1895 . $2295 $2695 $4195 


Removable cartridge back up avialable 
with any of the above. $1395 








Factory upgrade available for $1645 





THE TRANTOR DISK SYSTEMS: 
e Connect to the IEEE port. 
e Come complete with cable and installation diskette. 
@ Can be configured as either logical drives A&B or C&D. 


e Utilities included to configure the arrow keys per either 
Wordstart or CP/M* formats. 


e Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 


e Comes with extensive software utilities, including 
ARCHIVE and DISK MANAGER™ . 
ARCHIVE is a back up utility. 
DISK MANAGER™ is a CP/M* utility program used 
to: 
Restore deleted files. 
Map out bad blocks. 
Establish multi-user links to a file. 
Change user number for a file. 
Display complete directory for a disk or a file. 


@ Come witha 120 day limited warranty. 





TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn: TNT 


* Osborne 1 Is a registered trademark of NerseLs. Computer Corporation 
T Wordstar is a registered trademark of Mic ro 
# CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital Tecearch 





dBASE Ii 





An Introduction 
by Gale Rhoades 


In the last few months, the number of phone calls asking for help 
with dBase II programs has been increasing on a daily basis. When 
PicoNet moved out of the Dysan auditorium, the head of security 
asked me if we would take over the open night. (He’s of the opinion 
that FOG members are the most courteous and well behaved of all the 
user groups meeting there.) | had been thinking for sometime that 
what was needed was a Special Interest Group (SIG) for dBase II so 
Dino’s request Seemed to indicate that the time had finally come. 

Then David Oates told me that he wanted to start a dBase II column 
with this issue. He also asked if | would edit the column. At about the 
same time, Brad Albom /HELP] was busy arranging a source for help 
on dBase ll. | have taken the liberty of moving the first paragraph of 
Brad’s column here this month: 


MORE HELP! 

This month I'd like to welcome Blake Mason as one of our dBase II 
Help resources. Blake has graciously volunteered to field your dBase 
lI questions. we'll combine our efforts, but if his mail gets heavy 
enough, we'll create a separate dBase Il HELP column. Send your 
dBase II questions directly to: 

Mr. Blake Mason 
723 Old Country Road, Apt. N 
Belmont, Calif 94002 


So now those of you with articles, questions, hints, solutions, etc., 
have several options. The address for the dBase II SIG is: 
P. 0. Box 3051 
Daly City, CA 94015 
At least for now, the phone for the SIG will be: 415-756-0821. Of 
course, you may still write any of us c/o the regular FOG address. 
*e¢e & & & & 


COPY “DELETED” RECORDS 
by Mark Scaramella 


Have you ever wanted to copy deleted records in dBASE II? I- 
wanted to the other day in order to ‘archive’ some records which 
were Cluttering up my master file. As you probably know, when you 
tell dBASE II to delete a record or records, dBASE II actually flags the 
applicable records for deletion. Such flagged records are still part of 
the database file but are not used in subsequent output operations 
while flagged. Once records are flagged for deletion you can either 
leave them flagged, remove them from the file with “PACK”, or re- 
store them to active status with “RECALL”. 

[Just a note of caution here: PACKing does not recover the disc 
space used by the deleted records. The only way to recover the 
space is to copy the file to a new filename. COPY does not transfer 
deleted records, either before or after PACKing. You can then delete 
the old file to recover the disc space. — Gale] 

Being somewhat of a pack rat, | didn’t want to say “PACK”’ to 
dBASE II’s innocuous dot prompt and never see or hear from the de- 
leted records again. So after some thinking and a suggestion from 
another user, | tried ‘COPY TO DELETED (a filename to copy the de- 
leted records into) FOR “. This command should take advantage of 
dBASE II's selective copying feature. Since the “*” is used to flag 
records for deletion, then this command should copy the deleted 
records into the named file, right? Wrong... dBASE Il comes back 
with ‘(00000 RECORDS COPIED” (the number of zeroes is supposed 
to emphasize how futile this operation is, | suppose). 








FOGHORN Vol. III No. 2 


| left the problem alone at this point until a few days later at the 
dBASE Il user’s group when the topic came up and the consensus at 
the time was ‘‘it can’t be done’ — the classic challenge. 

The following approach is the result of that challenge. In dBASE II 
there are usually several ways to do the same thing. The trick is to do 
it without too much ‘“‘brute-force” activity such as record by record 
work, additional fields with “deletion codes’, etc. 

This approach takes advantage of the following dBASE II com- 
mands and variations: 

SET ALTERNATE TO <filename> — gives a filename to dBASE Il 
where screen dialog will be copied whenever you say: 

SET ALTERNATE ON — which turns on the copying process to the file 
named in the SET ALTERNATE TO command. Copying continues until 
you say 

SET ALTERNATE OFF — which stops the copying process. 


This is a handy feature which is useful for several things which | will 
leave for future articles. 


SET RAW ON — This tells dBASE II to display records on the screen 
without a space between the fields as is normally the case (so that 
you can easily distinguish between the fields when displaying them.) 
LIST OFF — This tells dBASE II to list the database records on the 
screen without the record number showing. 

COPY STRUCTURE TO <filename> — This command copies only the 
structure of the file in USE to the named file. 

APPEND FROM <filename> SDF — This command tells dBASE II to 
add records to the file in USE from a System Data File (a non-dBASE II 
file but with the data in-the appropriate column positions. 


These commands are used in conjunction with the more conven- 
tional commands of DELETE, PACK, GO TO TOP and GO TO BOTTOM. 

The resulting sequence of commands can then be used to ‘‘do the 
impossible” (it’s not as tricky as it looks) 


USE MASTER — (Use the file with the deleted records to be copied.) 
SET ALTERNATE TO DELETED.DAT — (Tell dBASE II to copy screen dia- 
log to a standard ASCII file called “DELETED” on the logged disk.) 
SET RAW ON — (See above) 

SET ALTERNATE ON — (See above) 

LIST OFF FOR * — (List deleted records on the screen without record 
numbers.) > 
(Now the deleted records are listed and simultaneously ‘‘echoed” 
(copied) into the previously named file (ARCHIVE)). 


SET ALTERNATE OFF — (Stops the copying process.) 

COPY STRUCTURE TO ARCHIVE — (Make a new file with the same 
structure aS MASTER but with none of the records, only the 
structure.) 

USE ARCHIVE — (To use the newly copied/created file.) 

APPEND FROM DELETED SDF — (tells dBASE Il to add the deleted 
records form the System Data File “DELETED.DAT”’ 


(We’re not quite through). 

Now if you LIST the new “ARCHIVE” file you will see that the first 
record is “LIST OFF” (Since you gave that command after you said 
SET ALTERNATE ON and the last record is SET ALTERNATE OFF. So 
simply: 

GO TO TOP — (Goto to the first record in the file) 
DELETE — (to delete the first record) 

GO TO BOTTOM — (Goto to the last record in the file) 
DELETE — (To delete the last record) 

PACK 

And there you have it: an archive file with the deleted records, 
which they said couldn't be done. 

At this point you could delete the “DELETED” file, since it was only 
a temporary holding area for the screen listing of the deleted records. 

If you do this very much you might want to make this sequence of 
commands or some variation of it into a command file. 

Hopefully people will keep mentioning things that “can’t be done”’ 
so | can work on some more of these tricks for input to Foghorn. | am 
not so naive as to think that all of the ‘‘can’t-be-done’’’s can be done, 
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but it’s fun to work out relatively simple approaches to them when 
“possible”. 
eS #8 & & & & 


Arrays in dBasell? 
— byJ. Blake Mason 


Not really. Array logic is one of the many programming constructs 
lacking in Ashton-Tate’s dBasell programming ‘‘language’’. This is 
rather unfortunate for would-be dBase programmers who are trained 
in Basic or Fortran and are accustomed to utilizing arrays in normal 
programming activities, such as processing large numbers of 
variables consecutively. | 

This article deals with the use of two of dBasell’s more useful pro- 
gramming constructs to illustrate a method by which array-like logic 
may be simulated. If you’ve never written command files in dBasell, 
read on. Even if you only grasp the concepts here, and not the details, 
you Il have come away with a better understanding of dBasell. 

Arrays are commonly used in languages such as Basic, Fortran 
and Pascal for file specifications primarily, though in general, to ease 
the task of dealing with large amounts of variables or data. In Basic, 
the READ DATA statement is frequently used with arrays, for 
example: | 
10 DIM A(10) 

20 DATA 1.5,3.5,2.6,7.3,7.4,2.3 
30 DATA 4.5,2.6,4.8,1.6,1.8,9.9 
40 FOR I=1 TO 10 

50 READ A(T) 

60 NEXT I 

In this example, an array called ‘A(I)’ is used to “hold” the data 
which is read into it by the READ DATA statements. It’s an 
“eggcrate’ with, in this example, ten cells. The FOR-NEXT loop 
dumps the data, piece by piece, into each consecutive cell of the ar- 
ray. When | is 6, for example, the data is read into the sixth cell, and 
So forth. In dBasell, we don’t have arrays, per say. Actually, a rela- 
tional data base file IS an array, though we never access it in the 
traditional manner. To begin our discussion of array logic emulation 
in dBasell, let's first look at the dBasell concept of MACRO 
VARIABLES. In my way of thinking, the best way to describe a macro 
is by illustrating how it’s used. Consider the following dBasell 
algorithm: 

STORE 5 TO NUMBER 
STORE ‘ ‘CELL’ ’+STR(NUMBER, 1) TO TEMPCELL 
STORE 7 TO &TEMPCELL 


After writing and executing the above algorithm, a DISPLAY MEM- 
ORY command would show that three variables have been created, 
with the following values: 


NUMBER (N) 95 
TEMPCELL (C) CELLO 
CELLS (N) 7 


The variable “CELL5” was created by the string concatenation in 
the second line of the algorithm. The value of CELL5 is 7. This 
was accomplished by use of the macro variable command ‘&”’ in the 
third line. Therefore, line three can be loosely defined as “‘store the 
number 7 to the value of TEMPCELL’. The value of TEMPCELL, 
from the previous line, is CELL5. This is somewhat analogous to des- 
ignating a specific cell of our actual Basic array example by the cur- 
rent value of |. This may appear much ado about nothing, as it is 
obviously easier to store 7 to a variable called “CELLS” to begin with. 
The benefit becomes apparent, however, when we must deal with a 
large number of variables, and must process them in a wide variety of 
ways. The simplicity emerges by utilizing a counter loop, just like we 
did in our Basic example. In this case, however, rather than change 
the designated cell of an array by the value of the counter, we'll 
change the VALUE of the variable. Consider the following dBasell al- 
gorithm to initialize ten variables to zero: 

cont. on page 40 
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STORE 0 TO COUNT 
DO WHILE COUNT « 10 

STORE ‘ ‘CELL’ ’+STR(COUNT, 1) TO TEMPCELL 

STORE 0.0 TO &TEMPCELL 

STORE COUNT+4 TO COUNT 
ENDDO 

Here, a DISPLAY MEMORY would show that ten variables have 
been created, with the values of “CELLO” through “CELL9”’, all of 
which have the initialized value of zero. Again, the obvious benefit is 
lost by the simplicity of storing zero to a variable. The line which 
stores 0.0 to the macro variable, however, could be a series of lines, 
or an entire procedure in itself. This, then, illustrates a means by 
which a large number of variables can be processed in a complex 
manner by the use of a Single version of the processing construct. 

As amore tangible example of the benefits associated with our ar- 
ray-like logic, Suppose we have created a dBasell data file which 
contains our entire checking account. Suppose also, that one of the 
fields in our file is the category of the check, i.e. AMEX for American 
Express, CLOTH for clothing expenditures and so forth. A typical 
checking account would contain many categories of expenditures. At 
the end of the month, or perhaps more frequently, we would probably 
want to subtotal each category of expenditure in turn, as well as 
count the frequency of checks and, perhaps, perform some simple 
Statistics such as averaging the expenditures per month and per 
category. As this series of procedures will occur each month in ex- 
actly the same manner, it is an ideal candidate for a dBasell com- 
mand file. 

We could approach the writing of our checking account process- 
ing command file as a series of tests performed on each check to 
determine the proper category. In dBasell, the IF-THEN-ELSE con- 
struct could be used for our testing, as could a CASE statement. 
These constructs, however, would be lengthly and cumbersome, as 
each possible category of check must be written into the program 
and tested against each check in turn. Moreover, if new categories 
are added at a later date, the program must be modified to include the 
new tests for that category. Suppose instead, that we create a second 
data file of categories. We can now use the category data base to test 
the checks in our checking account data base, and to sum, add and 
average all categories with a single testing construct. Consider the 
following: 

STORE 1 TO COUNT 
SELECT PRIMARY 
USE B: CHECKS * (Checking Account File) 


* Find first occurrence of month’s check 
* Note START and END dates are numeric 
* 


LOCATE FOR NDATE ) START .AND. ¢ END 
* 
DO WHILE .NOT. EOF 
IF COUNT «10 
STORE °° SUM’’+STR(COUNT, 1) TO TEMPSUM 
STORE * ‘NUMBER’ ’+STR(COUNT, 1) TO TEMPNUMB 
ELSE 
STORE * *SUM’’+STR(COUNT,2) TO TEMPSUM 
STORE * ‘NUMBER’ ’+STR(COUNT,2) TO TEMPNUMB 
ENDIF 


* 


* Use category data file to test 
* ; 

SELECT SECONDARY 

USE B: CATEGORIES 


* 


* Test each category in file 
* 
DO WHILE .NOT. EOF .OR. STOP 
IF CATEGORY=FILECAT 
STORE AMOUNT+&TEMPSUM TO &TEMPSUM 
STORE 1+&TEMPNUMB TO &TEMPNUMB 
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STORE T TO STOP 
ELSE 
SKIP 
ENDIF 
ENDDO 
STORE COUNT+1 TO COUNT 
CONTINUE 
ENDDO 


The above algorithm can be envisioned as a static processing 
procedure of the category variables, as the number of category 
variables is not defined by the counter loop. To add, delete or change 
category variables, therefore, we can simply append or modify the 
category data base, as opposed to modifying the program itself. 
Moreover, and perhaps of greater significance, is that the macro vari- 
able construct can be used generously throughout the program for 
later printing and processing functions in exactly the same manner, 
as the macro assignments are defined in a numerical sequence con- 
trolled by a counter loop. Incidentally, the apparent increase in run- 
ning time due to the calling of the SECONDARY data base is not 
generally appreciable if the secondary data file is relatively small, 
say thirty or fewer records. 

dBasell has been criticized for it’s lack of true programming con- 
structs, it’s interpreted rather than compiled program execution and 
it’s generally slow execution time for data sorts. Some of the 
shortcomings, however, can be ameliorated by generating program 
constructs with the various specialized features which Ashton-Tate 
has provided for our use. All things considered, it can be an effective 
and efficient language for general data based programming applica- 
tions, and lends itself rather well to introducing the novice to proper 
procedural programming logic. Happy dBasing. 

#e#ees & & 


Lie to Your Report Generator 


... dBase Il Won’t Mind 


by L. Baum 

| have a collection of say, 1000 items, divided into say, 100 di- 
visions. | would like to print the division title and add to the collection 
anytime. Also, pretty please, can | do this without learning Dbase 
programming? 

A. Noooooo problem!! All we do is lie a little to the REPORT form 
generator and add a couple of fields to the CREATE command. Now 
the best way to show this is with an example, so let there be a library 
of 9 books with 3 divisions: 

Place DBASE in drive A and a scratch disk in drive B. 

. CREATE<er> 

ENTER FILENAME: B:LIBRARY 

ENTER RECORD STRUCTURE AS FOLLOWS: 

FIELD NAME, TYPE , WIDTH, DECIMAL PLACES 

001 DIVISION,C,30<cr> 

002 TITLE,C,20<er> 

003 AUTHOR,C,20<er> 

004 QUANTITY,N,2<cr> 

005 <¢r> 


INPUT DATA NOW? Y<er> 
Enter the following data: 





DIVISION TITLE AUTHOR QUANTITY 
Classic Faust Goethe 1 
Classic Lord Jim Conrad 1 
Classic Moby Dick Melville 1 
Reference Roget Thesaurus St. Martins 1 
Reference § World Almanac NEA 1 
Reference Yellow Pages Ma Bell 1 
Political Mein Kampf Hitler 1 
Political Little Red Book Mao Tse-Tung 1 
Political Communist Manifesto Karl Marx 1 
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Now for the REPORT. 
. USE B: LIBRARY <er> 
_ REPORT <er> 


ENTER REPORT FORM NAME: B:LIBRARY <er> 

ENTER OPTIONS, M=LEFT MARGIN, L=LINES/PAGE, W=PAGE WIDTH <¢r> 
PAGE HEADING? (Y/N) ¥Y<er> 

ENTER PAGE HEADING: LIBRARY <er> 
DOUBLE SPACE REPORT? (Y/N) N<er> 
ARE TOTALS REQUIRED? (Y/N) Y<er> 
SUBTOTALS IN REPORT? (Y/N) Y<er> 
ENTER SUBTOTALS FIELD: DIVISION<er> 
SUMMARY REPORT ONLY? (Y/N) N<er> 
EJECT PAGE AFTER SUBTOTALS? (Y/N) N<er> 
ENTER SUBTOTAL HEADING: 

COL WIDTH, CONTENTS 

001 20, TITLE<er> 

ENTER HEADING: TITLE<er> 

002 20,AUTHOR<cr> 

ENTER HEADING: AUTHOR<er> 

003 <cr) 


(1st Lie!) 
(2nd Lie!) 


The following will be displayed: 
PAGE NO. 00001 


LIBRARY 
TITLE AUTHOR 
* Classic 
Faust Goethe 
Lord Jim Conrad 
Moby Dick Melville 
* Reference 
Roget Thesaurus St. Martins 
World Almanac NEA 
Yellow Pages ~ Ma Bell 


* Political 

Mein Kampf Hitler 
Little Red Book Mao Tse-Tung 
Communist Manifesto Karl Marx 


To add to the Library, use the APPEND command. Then, use SORT 
command ‘SORT ON DIVISION TO B:NEWFILE’. DELETE old file and 
then RENAME newfile. As you can see, we used the first field for the 
division title, making sure one field was a numeric type and then let 
the report command think we wanted totals. 
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PROCEDURES TO TRANSFER DATA 
BETWEEN 


dBASE Il and SuperCalc 


by Paul D. Bullock 
Often it is desirable to use data lodged in your dBASE I! database 
file in a SuperCalc spreadsheet for a particular analysis or represen- 
tation of the data. On the other hand, it is just as helpful to have data 
developed within SuperCalc available to a dBASE II file. Let me share 
with you how | go about handling this type of data transfer. 


DBASE Il TO SUPERCALE — This procedure will be illustrated using 
the EXAMPLE.DBF database on my dBASE II disk. 
1. Power up dBASE II and in dBASE Il: 
a. USE EXAMPLE — this tells dBASE which database file you want 
to work with. 
b. LIST STRUCTURE — shows you the structure of the EXAMPLE 
database file. This database has eight(8) fields and eleven(1 1) 
records with the first field being a character type with a length 
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of fifteen(15) and the rest of numeric type with lengths of 
eight(8). 

. COPY TO EXAMPLE DELIMITED WITH , — this command cre- 
ates a file called EXAMPLE.TXT with fields within a record 
separated by commas(,) and one record per line with a carriage 
return at the end of the line. In the COPY command you can also 
list the particular fields in the original database that you want to 
include (without this list, all will be included). Also the FOR 
expression with COPY can be used to selectively include only 
certain records from the original database (without the FOR all 
the records will be included). See pages A47-A49, B20, and 
B51-B54 in the dBASE II manual for more information on SDF 
(Standard Data Format) files. 

d. QUIT — get out of dBASE 

2. In MBASIC: a. RUN “DBTOSC’’ — this program is contained in the 

listing at the end of this paper. 

b. At the prompt enter the name of the input SDF file: 
EXAMPLE.TXT 

c. At the prompts enter: 

Number of Fields? — 8 
Number of Records? — 11 
Type and Length of each Field 
Field# 1-Type — C 
Field#1-Length — 15 
Field#2-Type — N 
Field#2-Length — 8 

Etc. 

d. At the prompt enter the name of the .XQT output file: 
EXAMPLE.XQT | 

Note: In SuperCalc the /X command insists that the execute file 

have the .XQT extension. 

3. In SuperCalc: 

a. Make sure that the direction indicator in the status line is 
pointed to the right ‘>’. This is usually no problem since 
SuperCalc powers up in this mode. 

b. Using the /X execute command enter the EXAMPLE.XQT file 
into a SuperCalc spreadsheet. 

c. Edit, format, add functions, and add headers as needed. 


i?) 


SUPERCALC TO DBASE Il -- This procedure will be illustrated using the 
BALANCE.CAL SuperCalc file that came with my SuperCalc disk. 
1. In SuperCalc: 

a. Using the /L command load the spreadsheet BALANCE. 

b. Edit the spreadsheet to delete non-data within the block of data 
to be sent to dBASE. In this example the dashed lines and 
headings (LIABILITIES) were deleted. Protected cells must be 
unprotected (/U) before they can be deleted. 

c. With the border off ( /GB ), output a print file of the edited BAL- 
ANCE sheet. 

/OD,A5:N18,D, BALANCE 
Make sure that the print width is set to comprehend the width of 
the sheet. In this example the width was set to 255 in the SETUP 
procedure within the /O command. This creates a file 
BALANCE.PRN 


2. In dBASE II: 

a. Create a database structure called BALANCE using the CREATE 
command with the following structure: (Note: As above, that we 
are calling SuperCalc columns, dBASE fields and SuperCalc 
rows, dBASE records.) 


Field Type Length Decimals 
Expense C 20 

Jan N 9 2 

Feb N 9 2 

Dec N 9 a 
Total N 9 2 


cont. on page 42 
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This database file is called BALANCE.DBF. When asked, answer A index to the 


‘NO’ to the question ‘Do you want to enter data now?’ 
b. USE BALANCE — tells ABASE you now want to work with your Second Year of the FOGHORN 
new database. by Warren Hamblet and Gale Rhoades 
c. APPEND FROM BALANCE.PRN SDF — appends records to the The following is a listing of most of the articles in Volume Two of 
database from the ‘foreign’ file BALANCE.PRN. Note: There is the FOGHORN. See page 2 for information on ordering any of these 
more information on APPENDing data from ‘foreign’ SDF files on iSSUeS. 
pages B39-B45 in the dBASE II Manual. COLUMN 
d. LIST — to view the records put in the BALANCE database. SUBJECT acceeteutecoeenmnesniease cece .... ISSUE 
oi FROM THE FOG 
Peet oe of better ways to do this kind of data transfer please let There isan Siicle by buic president: Frank Monon Ini 
ery issue but since some were a little hard to classify, they 
For those of you who have gotten the SuperCalc2 upgrade, this are not listed here. The are also several other articles in 
procedure is aot necessary since one of the programs included with this column throughout the year which are not listed here. 
the upgrade is Super Data Interchange. This program will convert Computer Faire ............ Rape TRE ane a Gre 7 
SuperCalc spreadsheets to comma delimited files and comma delim- Happy Anniversary ......-. 20s seers cree essence ee ees | 
ited files to SuperCalc spreadsheets. This greatly increases the use Helping yourself ...... 2... 1.0 sete eee eee NM 
of SuperCalc since you can now use it to sort your Message for OCC ee ee eee ee ee re 2 
WordStar/MailMerge data files. Super Data Interchange is menu Osborne EXOCGUTIVE 0's dud ot fics 8 Oe eee ee ee ones 8 
driven and quite easy to use so give ita try. You will not need to run 2106 eee V2 
the MBASIC exchange file or the /X(ecute) command [for the dBase II Typesetting with FANCY FONT ..... 2.0... +. sees seen 4 
to SuperCalc transfers and can simply /L(oad) the file.] You can also LETTERS 
eliminate the manipulation under SuperCalc for the SuperCalc to The letters each month are an excellent source of prob- 
dBase II transfers — Gale lems and their solutions. Only some are listed here. . 
Alphabetize MailMerge files ..................2-.00005. 12 
LISTING of DBTOSC.BAS AMCALL notes ................ SRM lee Fee Sai 14 
40 PRINT’ "ENTER FILENAME OF dBASE II FILE’ BDOS/BAD SECTOR on double density .................. 12 
20 INPUT’ “INCLUDE .TXT :''.F$ BOLD on OlympiaES105 ............. eee 10 
30 INPUT’ ’NUMBER OF FIELDS? ** NF DIABLO 630 printer ..... 6. eceaes nice es ee sete anise 11 
AO INPUT’ "NUMBER OF RECORDS? ‘' NR Disabling auto linefeed Sshia Sc ates gh tS les ante ed et late Ne cag o 
50 FOR I=1 TO NF fix to SANYO MOMLOL nies@ine job aie eden mary Salama atlas 9 
60 PRINT’ "FIELD #**;1;'" TYPE OF FIELD (CORN) :"’ GEMINI 10 & 15 printers ....... 0... eee eee, 12 
70 INPUT T$(I) MBASIC file options 0... 0.0.0... cece ee ees 7 
80 IF T$(1)="‘N’* OR T$(I)=" °C’ GOTO 140 O1TOSMITHCORONATP-1 ............-.22.008. hameles 4 
90 PRINT’ "EITHER C OR NONLY, TRY AGAIN!” Print ASCII Character Set ..... 2.62.6... see e eee eee eee 6 
400 GOTO 60 Print with TRS-80 DMG! 42 vntaecedenehe meek nee se Aedes 8 
M10 -PRINT''FIELD #**-1.’° LENGTH OF FIELD :”’ Radio Shack printers ...... 2.2... cece eee ee eee eee 10 
420. INPUTL(Z) Save & print with MIOGEINS? snG2e.ce Geruie ned otu ce then § Sc000 
430 NEXT I screen PRNUMOUUNG: us ads ae aueKaetinctathese eens a 7 
440 PRINT’ "ENTER NAME OF SuperCalc FILE” ’ TRS-80 daisy wheel Il. Hie rea iG eh apa ents Writes 6 
450 INPUT’ “INCLUDE .XQT :’’.6$ WordStar-EPSON Correction..............2.0 0c e eee eee 5 


160 OPEN’ ’I’’ ,#1,F$ 


er. TIPS FOR TYROS 
Uli COMM-PAC and the SOURCE .............0.0c ee cece ee. 11 
490 PRINT#2, ’’/FC’ '+CHR$(64+1)+CHR$(44)+RIGHTS(STRS(L(T)), CRAM SYSIEINUACKS «: 204) pe acthat heehee Samet Gay 9 
LEN(STR$(L(1)))- 1) DBASE Il modify command problem..................0.. 12 
500 NEXT I Find & replace WIT WOrdSlal” isang 2-12 tid oot ein head 4 
°40) FOR T=1 TO NA General tipsonOluse ......... eee ee eee 6 
oo) PRINT#2,’'=A° “ 4RIGHT$(STR$(I) ,LEN(STRS(I))-1) Getting started onthe 01 .......... 0. eee eee Ee 3 
230 FOR Jet T0 NF MBASIC ODUGNS 325.52 nanan yeaah Gena de or aa eee end 4 
rr IF T$(U)="'C’’ GOTO 280 MBASIC programming hint ..................0 0.00. 7 
eb INPUT#1, Xe More on WordStar ........ 0.00... ccc cece ee ee eee 9 
560 PRINTH? Ye O01, SuperCalc & TP-1 2. ees 6 
70 SOTO 3 40 01, WordStar & TP-1 ... ik tees umbhwee cebu 5 
550 INPUT#1.X$ Print Assembly language files ....................2. ee. 2 
sai IF X$e''?” THEN PRINT#2, X$:GOTO 310 Single Density disks with DD upgrade .................. 10 
a6 PRINT#2, CHRS(34)#x$ single purpose disk ........... 06. c eee eee eee eee eee 10 
340 NEXT J Special function keys ........ 0... cece eee eee ee 9 
320 NEXT I : SUBMIT files ....... ahi pers atte wee ete ante umes 8 
330 PRINT’ "FINISHED CONVERTING ‘* :F$ Telecommunications with the 01 .....................005 4 
340 PRINT’ TO **-6$ USC Cl wertitehs Min Sepp etea be bala dc pteht wen ete ad eans 7 
ae ae ance Sea theta di Sime ea abe a ait thes atacaetaty tate ees Beans : 
ee net a net WONGSIAE 5 teeanuee eutnicda hn deturninges thas soagsiemyaces 9 
WordStar Justification OFF .............. 0.0... c ee ee eae 4 
WODGStAl MDS saa secrete 6 oeiy eet a ev eta test Bh elie aye ears vi 
WordStar with TANDY printer.......................0004 4 
WS,SYSGEN & SETUP notes .............. 0.00.2 e eee 6 
MDIR CSc o34. 482 oe lis Ghat rnd ate ean teria mina s Bee 4 
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ARTICLES Create doublesided floppies .......................00.. 12 
Changing your screen size ......... ee ee oe 12 CUPSONTOULING rss eek weld eng macau nee Baan Aeneas 5 
dBASE Il programming ................ cece eee eee eee ee 8 QB AS leh! teen atch Gy ae taad mentale anda aR aes 6 
Dirty power and computers ...................0000000- 10 dBASE Il and square roots ............ 0... cece eee eee eee 8 
Download EPROMS with DUMP ........................ 11 dBASE Il eccentricities ..........000000......0 0. eee, 4 
PIOWGNANIS. er hate crdeei titty: eaesare ark aaa etal dats / DOTMING AR OW KOVS 9 atiad atuacie thscotian dun bacdnnae wea oes 11 
Installing (an-ON the OW -os.c2% eis oe ea Gekew te een act ees 12 DOUDIC GENSNY cicceted cele amigas aes adored baeui tes 9 
MBASIC POKE statement ................... 0.0.0.0 cee aee 8 2] 01570) (8 (81> an ne {2 
MBASIC VS, dBASE Wan csceriemieetedie hl en demo caredies hs FING TUNING VOURSCUUP? «isnt aus bea ses ereewereliendeaa 7 
Modem programs .................. re ree te 8 Function keys with 1.3ROM......................00000. 2 
Notes from Computer Faire. ......... 2.2... eee eee 7 Graphics dump routine ............... eee eee eae 12 
PROQKANUMINIG: NO: Gs. 2, acceso eins dete w este aid saath miatlcie elt estes 7 Hi-res graphics on the O1.......... 0.0.0... cece eee ene. 11 
Using CBASE Hl sscacde.g2 tele bewaw ook eek ven iene es 9 IOBYTE as debug 41d)... 250. ciorirntne yes tes ek Oita 8 
SUNG PY 0 isk 0% tee, Gwe let ease ae abuts date otyestncan dneeedinat 12 MBASIC random number generator 

HELP Modify autostart... 0... eee eee | 
C ANOH PLOW cct0c tec inaesweuaee ws ideo See kies 2 Parallel printer cable .... 0.00... eee eee ri 
68000 cross assembler ............. 0.0.0. c cee eee eee 8 PAatCiilO DAI STAN ac Rana cca eerie ee pee ec ae gaan 8 
MBASIG: sccincriciagenh tiene biece Chie Paw dS & Roth de nee eae ees 10 Power inverter TOF O00 ces dace ana vs dada bee eee eee 8 
MBASIC error recovery ........... 0.0. cee cece cee es ss) PEISMADUMMCNS® 22.203 neat ovens Uaxnaite hong abe vhs mien eng 7 
MBASIC file tips ...........0.0000 0.0. ee eee eee 4 SWAP vs. shell sort routine .......... 0.0.0.0... cc ee eee 7 
MBASIC problems .............. 0.0.0 c eee eee eee eee 2 Switch printer output .........0.000. 0000... eee eee 12 
Proportional printing .............. 0.0.0.0. c eee eee 11 SIG WOO YG bis coe ee ea tech atiere Una aaa ane eoien 3 
small Cin FOG library 2.2... 2.2 eee 8 WSING:RCPIW SD owt eee eaiendsies cara a de ined badd ae 1 
SDE CAO tact dane ay nea Nenad Caan, aa aloes 10 WordStar & Gemini 10 ...............- cece eee eee eee 12 
SuperCalc disk fullerror ......... 0.0... cece eee 8 WordStar & Olympia 130 2.0.0... eee 12 
Use POKE to direct output .........0.0.0000000.0.00.0.. rs 11A1(S) 0b) (6 nee 10 
SIG PIE GO aesus coseoos Straub aosow igagte aac ade saa hates Bares 7 WordStar and NEC8023 ............ 00.0.0 7 
WOU StARTDS ox c:ctscet he al dae uee adult, oo Site ee 4 WOrdS 1 TDS? : 6. sek 255 Sheek yee aracaep ama tau ncroe aca de 4 

REVIEWS 

This list both software and hardware reviews since it FOG MEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 

was mid-year before we started separate columns for the . Index tothe disks ........ Pa et ee 4 Garand eaten dee 1 

two. APP.001 — APP.009 ........... 0... ccc eee 2 
ADA compiler(SuperSoft) .............00. 0.0.0.0. 00 ce 7 APROAG == APP O12: linc otis we So ete Goa eee ane Svelar dom ated 4 
ADVENTURE & LISP-80 ............0..0.0... 0.0.0 .00048 2 BE RONS steerer dedate paceere eta te ai, Bes BS eo dem aie 9 
AJ830 Printer/terminal/typewriter .............0...0.000. 2 APP.014 — APP.O16 ..... 0... eee 6 
CHARTECH (Techware) ........... 0.0... c eee eee 9 PERN si VS erecta, denne Serena tect erect Os, 7 
Comments from OSMOSIS ............ 0.0.0.0... cee eee 11 APPOIG=(APPOZT: Aico td ahi baad waivnda natalie: 10 
CP/M manual from DRI ........... 0.0... cee 2 GAM OTS: stick 2S ata dhievdadenihed acne bane eacte heaton: 4 
CP EMPOW ERI 5: ot sic a send acwrernan sh ested dearetacnys Beoeusteanshdes 6 GAMIONA. 2s mctanct.e wae Sdaunda dea eats seaanan hee haaomannd 6 
CP/M POWER! (updated review ......................00. 9 7A 0 ba an a a 10 
Elephant DISCS, Word Plus & ZIP .......0..0..0.....00.. 6 HAK.001 — HAK.005 .... 0.0... eee 2 
FLEX PRINTR: ak cceetart sate Pise ddl wha drae Glee ee ab Ales 4 FAI OUG 5 tesa cctie Shag) un bie wen aneticeme ein Rane baS 4 
MICAS, oy hatin Bae owl eo eae ee ea Pen hats 6 HAK.007 — HAK.013 .. 2... ee eee 7 
071 & CGP-115 Printer/plotter ..........00..0.....0..0.. 4 BAK OW Ocec iatce eax chct ate Sante d aa ddiiaen oie tirt hina 10 
01-Goodies (AMCALL & Double Density) .................. 2 LNG.0O1—LNG.OO7 .......... 0 eee 2 
OLIVE 80 printer .............0.0.0..0000,. 5 eee ee 12 ENG.008 = 009 5 fice s cc W abe entah-nedadionwe saeeaduns 4 
OS BAUD as tn veed ate kie haved had Moncee alicia tame aee 9 ING 102 22 aed eet es vs wear oe ean reas Sonn ate ance 6 
OSMOS 1 2 cc) ditaavea,tedataae dae ee axes ss Beek eee tees 9 MIS.001 — MIS.004......... 0... eee 2 
OSMOS1 rebuttal ... 2.2.0... cee eee eens 11 MIS.005 = MIS 007 |. gie-cdarccis van wan raed oe bees tues 4 
POLSONGEE CAIN ore 6. cshia 3324 ave icmvdaiesk a aie aboers Susanne aap ee | NWS UG: scr decrees avaiaie Wate yediaee ard taoake. atlas donee hae ths re) 
POESONAl POA iiss ci om iealdcentden Neate Sa bap dew ated & 11 MIS.009 — MIS.013......... 000... eee 6 
Review Ot ZORBA) acdanvesrecre tiene wdedn hae cabs 11 MIS.014 — MIS.016.........00.0... 0. eee 10 
SILVER REED & DAISY typewriter .............0........5. 1 UTL.005 — UTL.013 ...... Li ddeed be AB centile te a we dines 2 
SIGN. hoe a aetna ata ademas ae vn dent tay cyanea ore | UTOI4 UTIL OIG = siding Hane akarwenees daeceret ss 4 
SPELL (Software Toolworks) .................... eee 8 OI a UL O27: co cnsrsecctcis: ance wee Lenten Soden & 5 
SuperCalc! The Book ..............00...0 0. cee eee eee 12 028 UT LO 2G ods soe tis AGeare oe wee le evel a dee awl 10 
Termianl emulation program ............. 0.0.0.0 cee eee 12 PPO. wits cs koe ites arate cease asin Ota cpa Orcas Ae oe ey 11 
TRANSTAR 130 printer .......... 00.0... eee 12 FROM THE DOGHOUSE 
Uninterruptable power supply .............0........0005. 1 Masterdisk with double density .....................006. 4 
Word Plus (Oasis Systems)...........0 0.0.00 cece eae 8 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

APPLICATION TOOLBOX SmartKey documentation update ....................0.. 12 

MailMerge & user defined keys ..................0.0005. / 
MailMerge address book .............. 00.00. c cee ee eee 6 
MailMerge tips ..... eee eee eee eT ee Tee eee eee 10 ‘2s ee ee 
OT ASstY DO WIITC Ee <a 25: 4 ake. cratda ane anata Heccdiaee tr edtoetandeyacaws 8 
SYSTEM NOTES " 
PUNOSIAV, xvi ita) s, get Sarda bole de uch washes oe ek eee 6 
BASIC printroutine 2.0... 0... eee eee 12 
Control codes to printers .........000 00.0.2... ce eee eee. c 
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for Portable, Personal and Desktop Computers 


Avallable for these popular 8-bit and 16-bit microcomputer formats: 


All CP/M® 8” Computers (SD) 
All IBM PC Compatibles 
TRS-80 Model 2 (with CP/M) 
TRS-80 Model 4 (with CP/M) 
Apple II (with CP/M) 

Apple Ile (with CP/M) 
Franklin ACE (with CP/M) 
Morrow Micro Decision 
Northstar Advantage 
Corona PC & Portable 
Corona Portable 
COMPAQ Portable 
Hyperion Portable 
Seequa Chameleon 

TI Professional 
Columbia MPC 
Osborne Executive 
Osborne | BD 
Osborne | (DD) 
DEC VT-180 
CompuPro 
Xerox 820 

IBM PC 

IBM XT 
KayPro Il 
KayPro 10 


Call about 
other formats 








66. .for several years the defacto standard for 
microcomputer software, and still a good example 
of some of the better thought-out 
software on the market. 9 —Interface Age 


Desktop Accoun tant’ 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 
or Your 

Money Back 


Complete 
Package of 
Software, 
Training Aids, 
Manuals, and 
Users’ Newsletter 


ONLY 


$395 


CP/M format 


$495 


IBM format 


FULL-FEATURE, FULLY-INTEGRATED ACCOUNTING SYSTEM 
Everything you need to keep the books...at a price you can afford! 






- Check these features: a 


This remarkably-valued Accounting System will manage 
your company’s business records and automate your 
entire bookkeeping process—from the posting of indi- 
vidual transactions to producing up-to-the-minute 
Income Statements, Balance Sheets, and other impor- 
tant management reports. Desktop Accountant™ gives 
you a “Big Company,” professional image with printed 
invoices, statements, and checks. It is user-friendly, 
completely menu-driven, offers system-prompted 
data entry, and is compatible with both floppy and hard 
disks. Feature-for-feature, and dollar-for-dollar it is the 
best software value on the market! But don’t let the 
low price fool you. Desktop Accountant™ is not a 
“cheap” accounting system, only inexpensive. That’s 
because original development costs were recovered 
years ago allowing us to sell an excellent product in 


high volume at low prices and still earn a fair profit. This 


high-quality, reliable software was designed and writ- 
ten in 1975 for small-to-medium sized businesses. Since 
then, it has successfully proven itself in well over 
10,000 companies in all 50 states and in 13 foreign coun- 
tries. It is also used and recommended by hundreds of 
bookkeepers, accountants and CPA’s, including the 
regional offices of several famous “Big Eight” account- 
ing firms! No other Accounting System offers you so 
many features, benefits, and valuable extra services. You 
can pay more but you can’t buy more! Desktop 
Accountant™ is backed by our 30-day, no-risk, money- 
back guarantee of 100% customer satisfaction! Call for 
free literature or order now with complete confidence. 






Read What Users Say... _ 


6 6Two hours after receiving the Desktop Accountant | was 
up and running live data, and generated an entire month’s 
work and financial statements the following day. ? 
—J.C. Bartels, President 
(accounting firm) Gonzales, Texas 
66To get anything better we would have had to spend 
multiple thousands of dollars. { think It’s a dynamite 
package for the money.? ? 
—Bob Cox, V.P. General Mar. 


(manufacturing company) San Antonio, Texas 


LETTERS 
ON FILE 


Your Bookkeeper, Accountant, and Banker will love you for installing this fine system! 









Here's what you get: 


1. A professional-quality, full-feature, fully-integrated 
accounting system. 2. Six-to-fourteen diskettes 
(depending on your system’s disk storage capacity). 
3. Four easy-to-follow, self-teaching User’s Manuals 
(over 540 pages!) that are highly rated by satisfied 
users. 4. An exclusive, new audio cassette tape with 
step-by-step instructions for quick installation and 
Start-up. 5. ‘Read Me First’’ a unique 40-page system 
guide and start-up aid. 6. Complete sample data and 
sample reports for practice and training...a big help 
to new users. 7. FREE 1-year subscription to Users’ 
Newsletter, ‘‘Debits and Credits.’’ It’s full of tips, ideas, 
news, and useful suggestions from us and other users. 
Recent issues have run over 20 pages long! 8. FREE 
complete Source Code in popular MBASIC so you can 
easily customize any program to suit your special needs. 
§. Telephone ‘‘Hot Line” service for helpful Installation 
support, Start-up support, Technical support, and Train- 
ing support. The quality of our cheerful customer sup- 
port has been acclaimed ‘‘excellent,”’ ‘‘first-rate,’’ and 
‘‘yery courteous and professional’’ by our users. 
10. Access to our growing network of Experienced 
User Consultants™ in both the U.S. and Canada. 
These qualified, knowledgeable businesspeople 
themselves own this fine software and are available to 
assist you with almost any aspect of installation, train- 
ing, operation—or even customization, if desired. You'll 
receive the latest Directory of these helpful Consultants. 





Look who’s using it: 
Here is a sample (taken from our customer files) of the 


wide variety of businesses successfully using this time- 


tested, solidly-established, user-proven software: 


© Bookeeping services » CPA/Accounting firms ¢ Construction companies 
Wholesale Florists ¢ Retail Florists ¢ Printers e Insurance Agencies * Shopping 
Centers e Machine Shops ¢ Engineering firms ° Software Companies ¢ Computer 
retailers » Publishers ¢ Financial services companies ° Investors ¢ Appliance serv- 
ice firms ¢ Dairies ¢ Boilerworks © University Business School ¢ Catholic Diocese 
© Baptist Ministeries ¢ Sail Maker e Convalescent Hospital ¢e Car Wash e Public 
Library ° Cement Plant ¢ Industrial products manufacturing companies ¢ Mortuary 
° Coal Company @ TV/Film producers and distributors e General Store (in Alaska!) 
° Health services organization * Government Agencies e Record and Tape stores 
° Trade Association ¢ Graphics firms e Office products companies ° Real Estate 
firms ¢ Oil Products distributor ¢ Instrument Company ° Hydraulic Products com- 
pany e Outdoor Expeditions company ¢ Many types of schools ¢ Chiropractors © 
Physicians ¢ Landscapers © Law firms ° Restaurants e Plumbing Companies ¢ 
Railroad ° Farmers ° Banks ° Consultants ¢ and many, many, more!! 


Call for FREE LITERATURE, including sample reports, comparison chart, user letters, etc. 





_ Orders, Questio 





Not sold in stores e Order today by Mail or Phone ® Phone Orders Filled Promptly 
nd Literature Requests CALL NOW, TOLL-FREE 


Wan ER 1-800-832-2244 


In California call 1-800-732-2311 


Please mention. 
Ad #120-ZF 


Technical Support Hotline (8 AM to 5 PM, Mon.-Fri.): (415) 680-8378 
Send Orders To: 1280-C Newell Avenue, Suite 147-ZF, Walnut Creek, California 94596 


« When ordering please mention or include the Ad number appearing near our tel 


hone number ° Orders shi within 48 hours via UPS e Add $5.00 for 


faster 2-day Rush Alr Service ° Califomia residents add 62% Sales Tax ¢ Payment by VISA/MasterCard/COD/MO/Cashier’s Check © All Brand Names are manutac- 
turers’ registered Trade Marks © No sales to Dealers ° Foreign orders please call or write before ordering ° ©1983 Rocky Mountain Software Systems. 
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A Complete System! 


includes all four standard general accounting programs: 
GENERAL LEDGER is completely integrated to automatically post 


end-of-month transactions from A/R, A/P and Payroll. lt prints 13 detailed 
reports for the entire company, and optional Income Statements for up 
to 99 departments. it produces up-to-the-minute comparative financial 
statements with current, year-to-date, budget, and last year (month and 
YTD ), showing both dollar amounts and percentages, and presents 
everything you, your bookkeeper, and your accountant need to know about 
the company © G/L automatically reconciles all accounts, and main- 
tains extensive, detailed audit trails showing the source of each G/L entry 
for quick, easy, tracing @ Trial Balance includes all transactions @ Flex- 
ible Chart of Accounts © True double-entry bookkeeping @ Master File 
Capacity: 400 Accounts @ Monthly Transactions capacity: 1,000 with 200K 
diskette; 3,500 with 500K diskette; 7,000 per Megabyte with a Hard Disk. 


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE provides instant, on-line customer 
account information (both current and aged), with complete, timely 
invoicing, including open-item (or balance forward) and statement 
capabilities. It makes the entire billing process fast, easy, and efficient. 
It quickly identifies your overdue accounts, helps speed collections, helps 
control your cash flow, and assists you in making better financial deci- 
sions. Both detailed and summary customer activity and aging reports 
are instantly available @ Preprinted forms available for invoices and 
statements @ Detailed audit trail © Maintains comprehensive customer 
data files © Produces 8 reports and documents @ Includes automatic 
periodic customer/client billing option which is ideal for service businesses 
® Itemized monthly transactions © Master File capacity: 400 Customers 
@ Monthly Transactions capacity: 800 with 200K diskette; 3,500 with 500K 
diskette; 7,000 per Megabyte with a Hard Disk. 


ACCOUNTS PAYABLE maintains complete vendor/voucher 
history and includes check-writing capabilities. Current and aged 
payable reports are available upon command. It prepares an extremely 
useful cash flow/cash requirements report that greatly improves 
management control of your most valuable resource—cash! It prints 
checks (on commercially available forms on which your company name, 
address and logo can be imprinted) with comprehensive check stubs 
that your vendors will appreciate ® Produces 11 reports and documents 
@ Automatic pay selection program allows payment by due date or by 
discount date © Manual and automatic checkwriting © Check register 
© Detailed audit trail © Itemized monthly transactions @ Master File 
capacity: 400 Vendors © Monthly Transactions capacity: 800 with 200K 
diskette; 3,500 with 500K diskette; 7,000 per Megabyte with a Hard Disk. 


PAYROLL is a complete, easy-to-use professional-quality payroll 
system. Be the office hero each week when the checks come out on time! 
This program calculates payroll for every type of employee (hourly, 
salaried, and commissioned) and prints payroll checks (with popular, 
comprehensive check stubs) with an absolute minimum of input. Your 
company name and logo can appear on these, too. © Stores and reports 
comprehensive employee and payroll information. © Maintains monthly, 
quarterly, and yearly totals for reporting purposes in multiple states(!) 
© Offers user-maintainable Federal, State, and local tax tables(!). © 
W-2 printing @ 941 Reporting © Produces 10 reports and documents 
@ Master File capacity: 400 employees. An outstanding Payroll package! 


Produces 42 Reports & Documents: 


General Ledger 1. Chart of Accounts 2. Chart of Accounts with summary dollar 
amounts 3. Chart of Accounts with prior year comparisons 4. Daily Transactions Report 
5. Itemized Monthly Transactions 6. Balance Sheet 7. Balance Sheet with prior year 
comparison 8. Income Statement 9. Income Statement with prior year comparison 
10. Departmental Income Statement(s) 11. Departmental Income Statement(s) with prior 
year comparison 12. Detail report for individual accounts 13. Trial Balance Statement 
Accounts Receivable 1. Daily Transactions Report 2. Invoices (with or without 
preprinted forms) 3. Statements (with or without pre-printed forms) 4. Summary Aging 
Report 5. Detailed Aging Report 6. Itemized Monthly Transactions 7. Detailed Customer 
Activity Report 8. Summary Customer Account Report 

Accounts Payable 1. Daily Voucher Report 2. Daily Credit Report 3. Checks 
with Detailed stubs 4. Check Register 5. General Ledger Transfer Report 6. Cash 
Requirements Report 7. Transaction Register 8. Open Voucher Report 9. Aged Payables 
Report 10. Detailed Vendor Activity Report 11. Summary Vendor Account Report 
Payroll 1. Federal Tax Tables 2. State Tax Tables 3. Payroll checks with stubs 
4. Payroll Check Register 5. Monthly Payroll Summary 6. Quarterly Payroll Summary 
7. General Ledger Transfer Report 8. Detailed Employee File Listing 9. Produces 941 
Worksheet 10. Prints annual W-2 Forms 


System Requirements: Either CP/M® or MS-DOS (PC-DOS) @ 
Microsoft BASIC © 64K RAM ® Two disk drives or hard disk © 132 column 
wide carriage printer, or an 812"x11" printer with compressed print mode 
(an Epson MX-80 or similar printer). 


No-Risk, 30-day Money-Back Guarantee 


Order Desktop Accountant and evaluate it yourself for 30 days. Test the 
performance of each program using our comprehensive Sample Data Files 
to enter and process data, query accounts, print checks and reports, and 
more. Review the five User’s Manuals, hear the Training Tape, read the 
users’ Newsletter, even call our Technical Support Group with your ques- 
tions. You must be completely satisfled with Desktop Accountant or you 
may return it in good condition with the Sealed Master Disk UNOPENED 
(it installs your live data) for a prompt, courteous, complete refund! 
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Executive Section added 
by Gale Rhoades 


We have added a new Section to the library. The disks in this sec- 
tion will all be for the Osborne Executive 1. The name of the section is 
FOG/EX1. All disks in this section will be double density (it’s the only 
this the Executive will write) and will be verified on an Executive be- 
fore they are added. 

| would like to include a reminder for all of the Executive owners: 
Only with your assistance can this section grow. As you check out 
files and programs from the rest of the library, drop me a note so we 
can share with the other owners. If you modify a program so it runs 
on the Executive, take a few minutes and send a copy to the FOG of- 
fice. If you will include a note of what you would like, we will return 
the disk with a copy of another library disk. (This same offer has al- 
ways existed with any library or newsletter contributor.) 

You should read the guidelines on page 2 of this FOGHORN for in- 
formation on ordering disks from the library if your local group does 
not have what you want. | guess | should also include a reminder here 
that we now have a library directory. It covers the disks added prior 
to September (1983) so this newest disk is not yet included. We will 
update the directory a couple times a year or as the addition suggest. 

While | was writing this, the phone company installer dropped by 
to tell me that he would be installing the phone line for our Bulletin 
Board this week. He even gave me the new phone number! By the 
time you read this, it should be up and working. The phone number is 
415-755-2030. More information will follow after | get it up and work- 
ing. Feel free to give it a try. 


Back to business: 
-FOG/EX1.001 

This disk contains the Modem? software for the Executive. This is 
the most recent version (712). Jim Switz of the First FOG of Silicon 
Valley put this disk together from donations from Byron McKay. 

SMODEM.COM for those with a Hayes Smartmodem (or similar 
modem). | 

MODEM.COM for those with a ‘““dumb’”’ modem. 

MDM712.COM is the original and unadorned version of 
modem/ 12. It must have an overlay for the appropriate system. 

M7120X.ASM is the source code for the Executive overlay to 
modem/ 12. 

MDM712.D0C is the documentation file. Be sure to print this out so 
that you have the instructions for using the program. 

MDM712.INF is the information file about this most recent version 
of modem/. 

MDM712.UPD is the update file. 

MDM712.TXT is more documentation. 
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The Detective Security and Alarm Corp has asked that we include 
a notice regarding their ad in the Osctober FOGHORN as follows: 

The free doubler and free index guide offer has expired — The 2 
templates Wordstar and Supercalc are available for !19.95 with ship- 
ping included. The index guide is still available ar an additional 
$5.00. 

Apparently, the wrong ad copy was sent to us. 
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FOG dBase I! group organized | 
The newly formed FOG dBase II group for the Greater Bay Area will 
hold their second meeting on November 10th at the Dysan Audito- 
rium, 9201 Patrick Henry Drive, Santa Clara, CA. The meeting will be 
ie 7:00pm to 10:00pm. Be sure to enter through the loading dock 
oor 
2° ek 8 #8 & & & 


Saddle Brook, NJ meeting notice 

The newly formed North Jersey Osborne Group will hold their next 
meeting on November 17th at The Computer Store, 441 Route 23, 
Pompton Plains at 7:30pm. For more information, contact Bob Henn 
at 652-2888 or Sonia Keen at 696-3330. 


#8 &© & & & & 


San Mateo, California group forming 

If you live in San Mateo county, you should reserve the 1st Monday 
of each month for the meetings of the newest group in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area. The meetings will start at 7:30pm on December 5th 
in the conference room at 1331 Crane Street, Menlo Park. Crane 
Place is two blocks west of El Camino, just off the corner of Valpariso 
and Crane. Call 415-756-0821 for more details. 
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FOG’s first RBBS | in operation! 

Well, it’s finally up and running! The number is 415-755-2030. 
Please have your membership number handy — you'll need it for ac- 
cess to part of the system. Please be considerate of others in your use 
and restrict access time to a maximum of one hour. (That’s about 90K 
at 300 baud.) 

Remember, most of this sysiem was paid for by the donation to the 
RBBS fund. If you enjoy it and have not yet done so, please consider a 
donation so we can get more boards operating. 

The system uses an Osborne 1 and a Trantor hard disk. If you want 
to start a similar system, leave a message on the system so arrange- 
ments can be made for you to get copies of all the software. 
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CONTACTS 





This section is devoted to listing the contacts for groups that our 
members might be interested in joining. If you know of a group that 
has not been listed in this column, please drop us a note. If you are 
looking for a group near you, please check this column in the back 
issues starting January, 1983 or send a SASE to the FOG office. We 
cannot relist all of the groups since we now have a 4” binder full of 


listings. 
L-Oshorne Group 
c/o Sally Apgar 
Computer Concepts 
Route 5 South 
White River Jct., VT 05001 


NOrthern VirginiA Osborne users’ group (NOVA) 


12602 Sayler’s Creek Lane 
Herndon, VA 22070 


Osborne Users France 
c/o William Graham 
132 Rue de Rennes 
Paris 75006 FRANCE 


- Osborne Group of Ramstein 
c/o Tom Denning 
HQ 21st SUPCOM AERLO-P 
APO New York, NY 09325 


Perth Osborne Group 
c/o John Kroksz 
Merton Scott Business Machines 
248 Newcastle Street 
Perth, W.A. 6000 AUSTRALIA 


South King county Oshorne Group 
28604 — 9th Avenue South 
Federal Way, WA 95003 


Kauai Oshorne Group 
P. 0. Box 782 
Kalaheo, Kauai, Hl 96741 


Yauapai County CP/M Users Group 
P. 0. Box 68 
Kirkland, AZ 86332 


Rio Grande Valley Users Group 
P. 0. Box 3670 
McAllen, TX 78501 


Florida Westcoast Osborne Club 
1210 Casey Road 
Nokomis, FL 33555 


Chapter XI Osborne Users Group 
c/o Charles Greene 
18799 Rio Vista Drive 
Tequesta, FL 33458 
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ADVERTISEMENT 





Whatever happens to OCC, you've still got 
one of the best computers around! It works as 
well as it ever did. 


By learning more about your computer 
you can make it work better than ever before. 


Let me help you learn to make your 
machine do more for you. Here’s how: 


I’ll put on a weekend series of four semin- 
ars almost anywhere in the U.S. for $55.00 per 
person per seminar. This price assumes at 
least 14 participants per seminar. Further, if 
your user’s group will handle the local logis- 
tics for me, I'll donate $300.00 to the group. 


Once I’m in town I'll be available for pri- 
vate consulting sessions with any members 
interested in solving specific problems. 


If we can coordinate my stay with your gen- 
eral meeting, I'd be delighted to speak to your 
group, orrun a free form technical workshop 
for your members. There’s nocharge for this. 


Of course I’m always as close as your 
phone for telephone consulting. I’ve helped 
people as far away as Saudi Arabia, and 
many problems are solved for less than 


| twenty dollars. 


For more information 
please call John or Tom at 





udio Company 
(303) 934-1407 
P.O. Box 27826 e Denver, CO 80227 


Thanks, 
John Gaudio 


— Student Comments — 


“Had I taken this course three weeks ago, I’d have saved 
myself three days on the job.” 
—Paul Brown 


“It would have been worth twice the price!”’ 
—Debbie Herrington 


“The three hours I spent in Introducing WordStar to- 

night taught me more than the two weeks I spent pour- 

ing over OCC’s WordStar Chapter. Thanks much!”’ 
—Scott Roberts 
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NOTICE: The FOG office has a new phone which is attended most days and evenings. This is the best number to use if you are trying to get 
any information, help, or referral to a local group. If there is no answer, try back in a little while as the staff is probably just out on an errand. 
This service will be available only as long as it does not slow preparation or delivery of the FOGHORN so please be considerate. The number is 


(415) 755-4140. 









FOG MERCHANDISE 


Last month we introduced a new item. It has since come to our 
attention that the manufacturer of the UNIFORM program employ a 
form of copy protection. This protection allows the buyer to make 
only two copies of the program and then to use the copies on only 
the computer on which they were copied. Only the first three tracks 
of the master disk use the Osborne (or KayPro) format. The rest of 
the disk is unique. 

For those who have either a Double Density Osborne 1 or a 
KayPro 2 and need to use discs from other computers in their com- 
puter, UNIFORM is one answer. This program reads, writes, and for- 
mats diskettes for the following computers: 

TRS-80 model | Omikron CP/M 


TRS-80 modellll Mem. Merch. CP/M 
Xerox 820 SD & DD 

NEC PC-8001 DD 

Superbrain junior format 

Micro Decision DD 

Heath/Zenith Magnolia Board 
Zenith Z-100 DD 

TI Professional CP/M-86 DD 

DEC VT 180 DD 

IBM PC CP/M-86 DD 
Access Matrix DD 

Osborne 1 DD (from KayPro) 
KayPro 2 (from Osborne 1 DD) 


Anyone one considering the purchase of this item is reminded 
that the ability to read a disk format does not mean that a program 
will run on your Osborne 1. This program is intended to facilitate 
the sharing of text and data diskettes. Programs (applications, lan- 
guage, or operating systems are often tied to the computer they op- 
erate on. This is particularly true of the Osborne 1 since special 
installation is required to utilized the 52 column, auto-horizontal 
scrolling. 

The price for UNIFORM is $49.95. This includes 3rd class (sur- 
face) mailing. We have a small initial order in stock now. Delivery is 
quite prompt for reorders so there should be no delay is shipping 
the orders for UNIFORM. 

One of the most popular items in the FOG inventory is the T-shirts 
with the FOG logo. These T-shirts are soft Osborne blue in color and 
are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut large to allow for shrinkage. 
Sizes available are small (34-36), medium (38-40), large (42-44), 
and X-large (46-48). 

The price is $8.00 each (two for $15.00) for members and $10.00 
each for non-members so be sure to include your membership num- 
ber. Add $1.00 for shipping. 

FOG has several software packages available for sale. 
SMARTKEY, SMARTPRINT, and the CP/M Extension Utilities were 
all reviewed in Vol. 1, Issue 10 (August, 1982). An excerpt of that 
review by Jack Brown follows. 

SMARTKEY is one of those programs that | really 
didn’t know if it would be useful to me, at least not until | 
Started to experiment with it. SMARTKEY lets you adapt 
your keyboard to any configuration you like. It’s like hav- 
ing every key on the keyboard programmable just like the 
number keys are through the SETUP program — only the 
functions of the keys can be changed dynamically, from 
the keyboard, at any time you want! 
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One of the OSBUG members has his keyboard laid out 
like a DEC typesetter. | use it to remember filenames and 
key words for recall at the touch of a button! SMARTKEY 
takes up 2k at the top of memory below CP/M, and once 
in place is “transparent” to the user. You won't even 
know it’s there unless you call it. It can also load the key 
values from a file in memory, letting you keep an ‘auto- 
matic’ key definition file on each different disc that loads 
when you boot the program. For those of you who wanted 
to try the Dvorak keyboard layout, this program makes it 
easy. 

SMARTPRINT is similar to SMARTKEY, but works at 
the other end of the chain, the printer. It allows you to 
redefine the codes sent to the printer by your computer. 
You could use this utility to set up two different printers 
so they respond the same way to the same keys, or to 
adapt timing sequences for some printers easily (once 
again, a software solution!). You must have SMARTKEY 
to make this package work! 

CP/M Extension Utility Package is actually seven pro- 
grams. SPOOL lets you assign output that would nor- 
mally go to your printer or screen to a disk file instead. 
All output is then successively added to that disk file. 
Now this doesn’t sound like much of an advantage, does 
it? Except that now you can print that disk file using 
UNSPOOL, and it can be printing while you do something 
else on your console. It takes a lot less time to write to a 
disk file than it does to a printer (especially if it is an 
Epson like mine). You also have all your documents 
printed at one time while you go about housekeeping in 
CP/M. 

| know you could just get an 8k buffer card for your 
printer, but this way it’s much less expensive. Besides, 
it’s cheating to do it with hardware!! 

If you assign the console (screen) output to the disk 
file, you can get a complete master disk file catalogue by 
using successive XDIR commands, or even a disassem- 
bly of .COM files on disk. There is even a disassembly 
editor utility, DDTTOMAC, that edits a disassembly list- 
ing produced by DDT so it is compatible with a normal 
assembler. (If you are a beginner, don’t worry about this; 
it will only be of use to assembly language programmers. 
Don’t laugh — when | started | was as much of a klutz at 
that as you think you are!). 

RESTORE will bring back that file you just erased by 
mistake. You know, when you forgot to start the ERA 
command with “B:” and you just erased the new edited 
version of your file on the logged disk, just go to CP/M 
and say RESTORE <filename> and there it is — back 
again! Just like magic! What's that? You have a file that 
was erased but you can’t remember it’s exact name? 
Never fear — FDIR is for you! This directory utility will 
give you the name of all files on the disk, their user num- 
ber (or ‘erased’ if they have been erased), the attributes 
of the file, and it’s size (in extents). 
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To keep your directory in order, SORTDIR will 
rearrange it, putting it in name or type order, and erasing 
PERMANENTLY any previously erased files. This makes 
it much easier to recover an erased file later with no 
problem due to name contlicts, and makes your files nice 
and neat when you use DIR. 

The final utility is called QSUB. [t is another form of 
Submit command. The primary advantage of OSUB is the 
ability to specify a string of commands on the command 
line of CP/M without having to use a separate .SUB file 
on the disk (once again, I’m saving all the space on my 
disk that | can). This is great where you want to load two 
or more programs in succession, for example, SPOOL 
then WORDSTAR. The other advantage is that QSUB 
doesn’t write a transient $$$.SUB file to your disk, mean- 
ing QSUB will work in the direct command line mode 
even on a write protected disk!! 

One additional item has been added to the FBN Software line. 
This is a program called UNPROTECT. UNPROTECT is an 
8080/8085/Z80 machine language program which runs under 
CP/M. Its purpose is to decrypt Microsoft BASIC (Release 5) files 
which have been saved in a protected format. It is hoped that any- 
one buying and using this software will remember that this pro- 
gram should only be used to correct errors in PROTECTed files of 
which you have a legal copy. Please bear in mind that piracy is both 
illegal and a sure way to reduce the software available for your use. 

Prices on the software are as follows: 


SMARTKEY only .............0 $60.00 
SMARTPRINT only ................. $35.00 
SMARTKEY/SMARTPRINT.............. $85.00 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg ............ $39.00 
WNPROVEGT scocfsctvvin tenrbint: $29.00 
UNIFORM ue $49.95 


We also have available a set of two cassette tapes which are de- 
signed for the new Osborne user. Created for a 1.2 rev. model 
Osborne, the tapes will be very helpful if listening to a step-by-step 
procedure is an easier way for you (or the family) to learn. The tapes 
are equally useful for a 1.3 or 1.4 rev. Osborne as the only real 
change the that the FORMAT program is now a part of the COPY 
program. (On the 1.2 rev. these were two separate programs.) The 
set of tapes are $25.00 

We have two minor other items in our inventory. One is the 
‘‘green” screen for the Tan cased machines. Made from green or 
orange plexiglas, the screens come with necessary mounting. The. 
price is $5.50. Supply of these screens is limited to the stock on 
hand. 

The other is the Verbatim head cleaners. We have about 15 of 
these in stock for $9.50 each. 

California members please add sales tax to the cost of any of 
these items. Overseas members should add first class airmail post- 
age to the cost of any of the FOG merchandise. 

To order any of these items, please send your payment in an en- 
velope marked “MERCHANDISE” to P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
94015-0474. Please include your membership-account number. If 
shipment cannot be made, your check will be returned. We cannot 
sell the manuals separately. 
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The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (FOG) has been formed as a User’s Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk 
operating system with related software. In September of 1983, there was over 5400 members from around the world. Most attend local group meetings at over 300 
locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all models of the Morrow 
MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the KayPro, several MicroMates, and many more. Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local group 
ae include dBase II, Ham radio operators, Personal Pearl. 

Dues in FOG are $24. 00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as weil as access to the disk library. Local group meetings are 
open to the public without charge although most restrict access to the library to the membership. The FOG library contains only public domain software. Piracy (the 
copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained its non-profit, tax 
exempt status from both the state and federal governments.) For those members who live out of the country or who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, 
additional postage must be added to the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. 
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NAME: 
COMPANY: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: | 
SUAVE eee tes SLIP OP MAIL CODE nn ee QU ci 
FOIE Ge VOR PRONG sc Sa a ee 
MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
COMPUTER TYPE? 
MODEMTYPE? __-————s—CsssS—COCsCSCSC<CS<S;723 PT PRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? 
Send this completed application AND your payment to: FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by 1st class mail. United States of America 
Phone: (415) 755-4140 | 
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